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L.D. 2281

(Filing No. H-623 )

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
112TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE AMENDMENT " " to H.P. 1619, L.D. 2281,
Bill, "AN ACT +to Provide for the Waiver of the
10-mile Radius Restriction and to Allow the State Li-
quor Commission to Establish One Additional Discount
Liquor Store."

Amend the bill in section 1 in that part desig-
nated "§153-B." by striking out all of subsection 1
and inserting in its place the following:

'l. Waiver of 10-mile radius restriction. Not-
withstanding section 153, the commission may locate
an agency liquor store within 10 miles of an existing
state or agency liguor store if the following re-
guirements are met:

A. If a state liquor store is within 10 miles of
the proposed agency liquor store, the lessor of
the state liquor store increases the rent or
gives notice of a pending increase in the rent
for the state 1liquor store to a level at which
the commission is unable to operate the store at
that location for a reasonable return; and

B. No fewer than 60 days before the opening of
the new store, the commission notifies the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having ju-
risdiction over legal affairs. The committee may
hold a public hearing on the proposed waiver of
the 10-mile spacing requirement and location of
the new store and shall advise the commission of

its findings.'




HOUSE AMENDMENT "&’" to H.P. 1619, L.D. 2281
1 STATEMENT OF FACT

2 The problem that this amendment is addressing is
3 the tremendou: increases in rent that the State Li-
4 quor Commission 1s continually required to pay for
5 the spaces it leases for the state ligquor stores.

) The purpose of this amendment is to make the re-
7 quirements for locating an agency liquor store within
8 10 miles of a state liquor store more stringent. The
S tate Liquor Commission cannot waive the 10-mile ra=-
10 dius unless 2 requirements are satisfied. First, if
11 the proposed agency store 1is within 10 miles of a
12 state liquor store, as opposed to within 10 miles of
13 another agency store, the lessor of the space the
14 State is renting for the state liguor store must in-
15 crease or give notice of a pending increase in rent
16 for that space. The increase must be so high as to
17 make it impossible for the commission to operate the
18 store there at a reasonable return. Second, the com-
1% mission must notify the Joint Standing Committee on
20 Legal Affairs of the proposed location of the new
21 agency store at least 60 days before the new store is
22 set to open. The Joint Standing Committee on Legal
23 Affairs can then hold a public hearing and advise the
24 commission of its findings. The committee's findings
25 under this section are not binding on the commission.
26 The amendment leaves intact the authorization of
27 one additionai state discount ligquor store to be lo-
28 cated near Exit 1 of the Maine Turnpike.
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