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1 L.D. 2229 

2 (Filing No. H- 662 
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ST.,\TE OF !lJ.lU:~E 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
112TH LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

Cml)lITTEE lIJ'lENDlI1ENT "/}" to H. P. 1583, 
2229, Bill, "AN ACT to Amend the .,\TV La\{s." 

L.D. 

9 Amend the Bill by inserting after section 1 the 
10 follo',>'ing: 

11 
12 

'Sec. 
1985, c. 

2. 12 MRSA §7056, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 
108, §l, is amended to read: 

13 4. !,.ll __ ::_~eJT?-_:iJ~_.~~l!.is:_~e __ laws. All B't:I~'ea't:l ef 
14 Fe~es~~y law enforcement personnel of the State, in-
15 c1~din9'_:t_ho~--2U)~~_~~~~.?.u of Forestry, shall have 
16 the saffle powers and duties as ~aMe waF~eR8 to enforce 
17 chapter 715, subchapter IV.' . 

18 Further amend the Bill by inserting after section 
19 4 the following: 

20 'Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §7854, sub-§l-A is enacted to 
21 read: 

22 l-A. ___ !P£.o.int_~l~..!~"_T1:J~ __ s:ommissi~~~~_~.epoi!2.~ 
23 mUl~.i<::lpal.~!_~.E:~ ... 2.!:....?uct_c:..~~EC.~p~ysons that a munici-
2--1: p~li ty __ ~~~y~_~_~i_g~}E_~~.~_~s ~_9~_n~_00 i~~ue __ I\TV recri stra-
25 tions. ------

26 ~~1:.t:.~"....!I~aL __ c:).!.~Esi"'._a_;o;."'l'vice fee of not more than $1 
27 for eacll ·ATV registration issued and this service fee 
28 ~lla l.r"be" i:if§.}..!~e.2-=-i2Y~_:~Ee "-;n~~:;':~:} Eo.((ty"~_E_~cb..rnunic: i pa 1 
29 agent shall recort to the commissioner on or befote 
30 !lie -lS't1l, ~qa~;=~L~~};-j:j 1 ei~CJ~~~ii1?E_th. T11e-iepOi.:t-sF;a:IT 
31 include an acco~ulting of all ATV registrations issued 
32 (iu ~:.~~Ci.-"tl1e =~£:~~:;I~:;-s --c,lJ~EdiLm.?:!~!ti-~~ _sTi"~ 11 be ac-
33 cO~1p~~ie~ b~ 



CONI>lI TTEE AI>JENDl\lENT "Ii" to H.P. 1583, L.D. 2229 
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B. All ATV reaistration fturds collected bv the 
~gent <=!ilrillg~ti1e'l-~~i-~~i.:!:;g··.£..el:-(od~-~······· .~~ - ..... ~ 

Sec. 
1983, c. 

6. 12 MRSA §7854, sub-§2, as enacted by 
297, §§1 and 3, is amended to read: 

PL 

2. No registraJ:j.on l~g\ljrec:l.:. No ATV registration 
for the farm use specified in Ti tle:._~2.,-ses::tjon ~:!~L 
subsectioI1._l.L para.9:!:'P.b-.~..:-~1. is required for a vehicle 
registered with the Secretary of State under the pro­
visions of Title 29, section 242 ,_~ub~e:.:::.~l:<)!1 . .l., .. .J:>.~!~::. 
graph....§:. ' 

Further amend the Bill by striking out all of 
sections 8, 9 and 10 and inserting in their place the 
follo\'ling: 

14 'Sec. 8. 12 MRSA §7857, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 
15 1983, c. 297, §§1 and 3, is repealed and the fol1ow-
16 ing enacted in its place: 

17 3. Unlawfully operatil}9. an ATV on a sn~~.!:Il_s>.~.iJ,.~ 

18 !:.raiL . ..1',_'p~r.§on ~_g\li.g.Y_o.f u!:lla~.:iullY..2l:?e:.rati~1.SL'§ 
19 '.'e11.ic1 "" .. on~.J3J?-_Q.wmobi~e~~ail-,-_~e:.....2l:?~~tes _.~~ 
20 4-,,,11eel drive vehicle, dune buclgy, ATV, motorcycle or 
21 ~~y:::::: ?.!11~.r:=!ti9tol::-=~el~S:I~L oI~.e;-~ th.a..n a 'snowm~~l-e ~ld 
22 ,?'pp~~rt~~.cill.! ~~.:i,'pn!i§_!1.!-,._..2~ .. ~I~,::'mobiJ.e:..... tr,?i 1 s \~~ cJ1....are 
23fj.na~~cLj}1~_~-.'hole_.s>.~ .. ~I}_ par! ... ~'!:.i th.i':~~1.c:l_s_:f)::?~l_.!.~,,= 
24 Snowll!.<?l2.i...le __ 'I~_~lL Fur:!cl-,_ un}.es~.!.~~~.t.~~e ha.l?.E.een .~!::: 
25 thorized bv the lando\n1er or 11is agent, or tU11ess the 
26 ~l.?e:. .i~I1.~C:i~-§i t~!~r:[~i-an .~merg.'::!.~LIr,-volvii'ig=:Sit~~ 
27 9_Lpel ___ s_oll.s().r: __ p~'2f'el:1::Y:.' 

28 Further amend -ehe Bill in section 11 in subsec-
29 tion 13 by adding after the first paragraph a new 
30 paragraph to read: 

31 'Not\"i-ehsc:anding this subsection, persons over the 
32 _~g~-~~~_-I~---:i~?~=i!-~_-~1?? __ T~_~ve =~_~~lc~~i_~-~~{ll-llY~_.~~~lRf~_~~d-~~ 
3 3 !=y.ajl~i.!")5'OUl:S.~ .. ?ppl~o\:eA_bL~h~_c!epa J,:!I!l~I1.~ .Pll1::.~lla.~t 
3 4 ~ __ s~~tj~n._ =-~~}-! __ ~,-a 1~ __ !::.}=<?~i: __ E\.1!:2.1_~~_ \'l~y_'2: _ __ ?-_~ _P_~.~-~~~!:~9 
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COMMITTEE Ar.IENDNENT IIHII to H.? 1583, L.D. 2229 

2 Further amend the Bill by inserting after section 
3 14 the following: 

4 'Sec. 15. 12 MRSA §7857. sub-§16, as enacted by 
5 PL 1983, c. 297, §§1 and 3, is amended to read: 

6 16. Ooeratin'1.. an ATV with insufficient lights. 
7 A person is guilty, except as provided in subsection 
8 24, ~8.l:·8.Sf='8.~~ p_araS[!,'aphs B and E-1, of operating an 
9 ATV with insufficient lights, if he operates an ATV 

10 which is not equipped as follows. 

11 A. Every ATV shall have mounted on the front at 
12 least one headlight capable of casting a white 
13 beam for a distance of at least 100 feet directly 
14 ahead of the .~.TV. 

15 B. Every ATV shall have mounted on the rear at 
16 least one lamp capable of displaying a red light 
17 which shall be visible at a distance of at least 
18 100 feet behind the ATV. ' 

19 Further amend the Bill in section 16 in subsec-
20 tion 21 by striking out all of the first sentence and 
21 inserting in its place the following: 

22 'A person is gui 1 ty of unla\·:fully permitting opera-
23 tion of an ATV, if he owns an ATV 8.R~ kRew~R~~Y ~el:-

24 ffi~ioe ~~ ~e be ":l~i,.(:;ll __ i_!? operated by another person in 
25 violation of any section of this subchapter.' 

26 Further amend the Bill by striking out all of 
27 section 18. 

28 Further amend th·:= Bill by inserting after section 
29 20 the foll00il1g: 

30 'Sec. 21. 12 MRSA §7857. sub-§24. VE-1 is en-
31 acted to read: 

3-



COMM I TTEE MIENDMENT n fJ n to H.P. 1583, L.D. 2229 

1 E-l. Notwithstanding subsection 16, ATV's manu-
2 factured \,i thout a headlight or tai llighl-a'-l:e ex": 
3 empt from the pl'ovisions of that s-ut;sec-tion whil~ 
4 being operated between th~ hours of sunrise and 
5 sunset. ' 

6 Further amend the Bill in section 21 by striking 
7 out all of that part designated n§7858,n and insert-
8 ing in its place the following: 

9 '§7858. Liability for damage by other persons 

10 Any owner of an ATV, any person who gives or fur-
11 nishes an ATV to any person and any parent or guardi-
12 an responsible for the care of a minor under 18 years 
13 of age shall be jointly and severally liable with the 
14 operator for any damages caused in the operation of 
15 the vehicle or by this minor in operating any ATV. ' 

16 Further amend the Bill in section 21 in that part 
17 designated n§7859. n in the last paragraph by striking 
18 out all of the last underlined sentence (page 9, 
19 lines 15 to 19 in L.D.). 

20 Further amend the Bill by inserting after section 
21 23 the following: 

22 
23 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

'Sec. 24. 
by PL 1973, c. 

29 MRSA §242, sub-§l, ~E, as amended 
140, is further amended to read: 

E. The Secretary.of S~ate may issue, upon appli­
cation and the payment of a fee of $2, a special 
registration permit authorizing the limited oper­
ation on the highway of self-propelled golf 
carts, lawn mOv/el-S, }\.TV's and other such vehicles 
of a simi lar natul'ewi th such restrictions and 
limitations as to use as will, in the opinion of 
the Secretary of State, minimize the danger to 
the operator thereof. Such special registration 
permits shall be valid for use until March 1st of 
the next calendar year. No operator's license 
shall be required for such limited operation of 

4-
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said ~ehicles, and such vehicles shall be exempt 
from the laws reglllating the inspection of motor 
vehicles. No person wlder the age of 15 years 
shall operate such vehicles on a public way. 

Sec. 25. 29 MRSA §242, sub-§I, VE-l is enacted 
to read: 

E-l.,--_Qperation of an .~TV under paragraph E ,shall 
be .l:lrll_U:~sL!..o_l.t:..~~e for ~icul tural Pl1J:~~ 
in ___ connection .;i th the operation of a farm and 
shall be restricted to operation from or to the 
£.rel~i..§.5:~. where kept, from or to a farm lot and 
betv.'een farm lots, used for fa1-m pU£l2oses by -the 
ATV owner. ' 
--~---

Further amend the Bill in section 25 under the 
heading "CONSERVATION, DEPARTMENT OF" in the 5th line 
(page 10, -fine 31- iI1-r:--:-Df-by striking out the symbol 
and figt:re "$28,000" and inserting in its place the 
fol10'",ing: '$25,000' and in the 8th line (page 10, 
line 34 in L.D.) by striking out the symbol and fig­
ure "$80,000" and inserting in its place the follow­
ing: '$77,000' 

Further amend the Bill in section 25 under the 
heading "INL,'\ND FISSERIES AND \'iILDLIFE, DEPART~IENT 
OF" in -ehe-3!.·d-lin-e--f~o-m--tTle-e-r1d-(page ll,"l:Ine 2 in 
L-:-D.) by striking out the figure "17,000" and insert­
ing in its place the figure '25,000' and in the last 
line (pa'Je 11, line -± in L.D.) by striking out the 
symbol and £ig\.:1·e "$50, ODD" and inserting in its 
place the symbol and figure '$58,000' 

30 Further alllend t'le 2i 11 by renumbering the sec-
31 tio~s to reRd consecutively. 

2 
3 
4 
5 

Further amend -ehe 3il1 in 
the 3rd line (pa e II, line 7 
out -::he follo\;1 ng: "3 and 1 
place the folloly n9: '4, G and 

5-

he Emergency clause in 
n L.D.) by striking 
" and i:lse:cting in its 
~31 



COf;JlYIITTEE ANENDlVJENT "f+' to H.P. 1583, L.n. 2229 

1 Further amend the Bill by adding at the end be-
~ fore the Statement of Fact the following: 

3 'FISCAL NOTE 

4 The provision of the bill to increase the annual 
5 registration fee from $7 to $12 will result in an in-
6 crease in dedicated revenue of $100,000 annually for 
7 the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. ' 

8 STATa'IENT OF FACT 

9 This amendment accomplishes the following pur-
10 poses: 

11 1. Affirms the fact that all state law enforce-
12 ment officials have the authority and responsibility 
13 to enforce the various ATV laws. It is not the intent 
14 that enforcement of those laws be given priority over 
15 enforcement of other laws, the requirement for "'hose 
16 enforcement may not be specifically mentioned in the 
1 T law; 

18 2. Allows ATV's to be registered in local munic-
19 ipalities at a fee of $1. This is consistent with re-
20 cently instigated programs for snowmobilers and wa-
21 tercraft; 

22 3. Affirms the fact that the Secretary of State 
23 may issue special permits allowing the use of ATV's 
24 on high"ays \·,'hen traveling to or between farm lots in 
25 the conduct of farm work. That registration had pre-
26 viously been provided by the Secretary of State but a 
27 concern as to its legality arose with the placement 
28 of the ATV laws in ~he Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
29 12; 

30 4. Eliminates the "affirmative permission" pro-
31 vision of the bill. This provision ",ould have re-
32 qui ed vermission of the landowner before the ATV 
33 cou d ~e ridden on the owner's land. With the elimi-
34 nat on of thls provision, the a~ iment puts back 2 
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cmlJ'vIITTEE AMENDl'lENT "/!" to H.P. 1583, L.D. 2229 

1 more limited provisions of the current law. One pro-
2 hibits a person from operating his ATV on a private 
3 road which is posted against ATV's or on which the 
4 owner has forbidden the person to do so. The 2nd pro-
S hibits operation of an ATV on crop or pasture land 
6 without owner's permission; 

7 5. Adds ATV to the prohibition on the operation 
8 of motor vehicles on snowmobile trails financed by 
9 the Snowmobile Trail Fund without the authorization 

10 of the person through .... 'hose land the trail runs and 
11 prohibits this use year round; 

12 6. Makes .an exception to the provision that per-
13 sons under 15 years of age may not operate an ATV 
14 across a public way by allowing such operation if the 
15 person has passed an approved training course; 

16 7. Holds the owner responsible for the acts of 
17 another person while operating the owner's ATV re-
18 gardless of his knowledge that the ATV was being op-
19 erated by this person. In the original bill, knowl-
20 edge of the operation was required; 

21 8. Eliminates the requirement that the impound-
22 ing agency pay the costs of ATV impoundment if the 
23 owner is found not guilty of the charged offense; 

24 9. Further amends the bill by reducing the sala-
25 ry level of the Department of Conservation program 
26 administrator to that of the fisheries and wildlife 
27 administrator. Allocates the $3,000 this saves to the 
28 Department of IQland Fisheries and Wildlife and adds 
29 an additional $5,000 to defray the $8,000 cost of the 
30 front license plate required by the bill; and 

31 10. Adds a fiscal note indicating that the $5 
32 fee increase to $12 will result in a $100,000 annual 
33 increase in dedicated revenue for the Department of 
34 Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. 

35 7249040486 

Reported by the Committee on Fisheries and Wildlife 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House 
4/9/86 (Filing No. H-662) 




