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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELEFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1831

H.P. 1315 House of Representatives, January 13, 1986

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council
pursuant to Joint Rule 26.
Reference to the Committee on Utilities suggested and ordered printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk
Presented by Representative Reeves of Pittston.
Cosponsored by Speaker Martin of Eagle Lake, Representative Dellert of
Gardiner and Representative Rydell of Brunswick.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX

AN ACT to Prohibit Mandatory Local Measured
Service and to Preserve Traditional Flat-rate
Telephone Service at as Low a Cost as Possible.

Be it enacted by the Pecple of the State of Maine as
follows:

35 MRSA §74-A is enacted to read:

§74-A. Mandatory local measured telephone service
prohibited
1. Mandatory measured service. Mandatory resi-

dential 1local measured-telephone service is prohib-
ited in the State.

2. Low-cost traditional telephone service. The
Public Utilities Commission shall establish rates for
telephone companies which will preserve traditional
local telephone service as provided prior to January
1, 1986, as the standard service for residential cus-
tomers, at as low a cost as possible.
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3. Standard. In determining whether a telephone
rate preserves the standard residential service at as
low a cost as possible, it shall be presumed that any
rate which results in less than 3/4 of the residen-
tial customers maintaining the traditional standard
service in preference to measured or otherwise lim-
ited calling options is in violation of subsection 2.
The commission may approve a rate structure which
does nect result in 3/4 of the residential customers
maintaining traditional local service, only 1if <the
commission finds by <clear and convincing evidence
that no alternative rate structure could be imple-
mented which will maintain 3/4 of the residential
customers on traditional local service.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill prohibits mandatory local measured tel-
ephone service, preserves traditional local telephone
service at as low a cost as possible and limits the
percent of customers who will be provided optional
local measured service.
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