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(After Deadline) 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1782 

S.P.696 In Senate, January 9, 1986 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council 
pursuant to Joint Rule 27. 

Reference to the Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs 
suggested and ordered printed. 

JOY J. O'BRIEN, Secretary of the Senate 
Presented by Senator Diamond of Cumberland. 

Cosponsored by Senator Pearson of Penobscot and Senator Najarian of 
12 Cumberland. 

13 STATE OF MAINE 
14 

15 IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
16 NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

AN ACT Concerning the Conservation and 
Preservation of Unique state 

Historical and Library Research 
Material. 

23 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
24 follows: 

25 Sec. 1. 27 MRSA c. 2, sub-c. III is enacted to 
26 read: 

27 SUBCHAPTER III 

28 CONSERVATION AND PRESERVATION 

29 §94. Definitions 

30 
31 
32 

As used in this subchapter, unless the context 
indicates otherwise, the following terms have the 
following meanings. 



1 1. Agencies and libraries. "Agencies" and "li-
2 braries" means libraries and other agencies collect-
3 ing, organizing, maintaining and making available to 
4 the Maine State Library research materials. 

5 2. Conservation or preservation. "Conservation" 
6 or "preservation" means activity for the protection, 
7 care and treatment of library materials to prevent 
8 loss of their informational content or of the objects 
9 themselves, including, but not limited to: 

10 A. Collection condition evaluation and preserva-
11 tion planning; 

12 

13 
14 
15 

16 
17 

18 
19 

20 

21 
22 

B. Environmental control; 

C. Preparation of library research material for 
storage, including binding, matting, boxing and 
other protective wrapping; 

D. Disaster prevention, preparedness and recov­
ery; 

E. Surveying to identify items needing preserva­
tion or collection maintenance planning; 

F. Rebinding, repair, mending or cleaning; 

G. Reformatting, including photocopying and mi­
crofilming; or 

23 H. Major conservation treatment such as 
24 deacidification, leather repair and conservation 
25 rebinding. 

26 3. Library research materials. "Library research 
27 materials" means informational materials in print, 
28 nonprint manuscript or any other format which is a 
29 part of the applicant's collection and are or will be 
30 available for reference, on-site examinations or 
31 loan. Works of art using oil on canvas as a medium 
32 are excluded from this definition. 

33 4. Preservation methods. "Preservation methods" 
34 means the activities used in the physical treatment, 
35 creation of microforms or environmental control. 
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1 5. Unique library research materials. "Unique 
2 library research materials" means library research 
3 materials which are not accessible to the people of 
4 the State in any other collection in the State or ma-
5 terials which have research value not duplicated 
6 elsewhere in the State. 

7 §95. Annual appropriation 

8 An annual appropriation shall be made for the 
9 conservation and preservation of historically signif-

10 icant Maine State Library reserach material. 

11 1. Annual grants. Annual grants may be made to 
12 libraries and age y ·3S for the purpse of conservation 
13 or preservation of unique library research materials. 
14 Projects proposals shall be evaluated based upon fac-
15 tors, including, but not limited to: 

16 A. Institution commitment to development of a 
17 coordinated approach to conservation and preser-
18 vation of research materials important to the 
19 State; 

20 

21 
22 

23 
24 
25 

26 
27 

28 
29 

30 
31 

B. Research value of the materials; 

C. Appropriateness of conservation and preserva­
tion methods; 

D. Institutional capacity for successful mainte­
nance of research materials, including facili­
ties, experience and technical expertise; 

E. Availability of staff with appropriate train­
ing and expertise; 

F. Volume of interlibrary lending and 
accessability of collections to the public; and 

G. Contribution of the institution to the grant 
project in matching funds. 

32 2. Approval of grants. The commissioner shall 
33 approve grants with the advice of the State Librari-
34 an. All proposals and grants shall be reviewed and 
35 have the advice of the Maine Library Commission. 
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1 3. Proposals. Agencies and libraries applying 
2 for grants shall submit proiect proposals in a form 
3 prescribed by the Maine State Library Bureau. 

4 Sec. 2. Appropriation. The following funds are 
5 appropriated from the General Fund to carry out the 
6 purpose of this"Act. 

7 1986-87 

8 EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL 
9 SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF 

10 
11 

Maine State Library Bureau 
All Other 

12 STATEMENT OF FACT 

$75,000 

13 This bill provides the funds to conserve and re-
14 store the unique historical l-esearch material at the 
15 Maine State Library. Incentive matching grants en-
16 courages the growth of local efforts to restore or 
17 conserve Maine historical material not accessible to 
18 the State in any other collection. 

19 Much of the materials at the State Library are 
20 original documentary resources of special signifi-
21 cance to the heritage of Maine. The materials serve 
22 as the primary means by which we pass our state his-
23 tory and experience from one generation to another. 
24 The purpose of this bill is to prevent the loss of 
25 these records because of rapid deterioration by pro-
26 vi ding the necessary funds for preservation. 

27 5464122385 
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