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SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND THELFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1770 

H.P. 1260 House of Representatives, January 3, 1986 
Submitted by the Department of Transportation pursuant to Joint Rule 

24. 
Received by the Clerk of the House on January 3, 1986. Referred to the 

Committee on Transportation and 1,600 ordered printed pursuant to Joint 
Rule 14. 

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 
Presented by Representative Allen of Washington. 

Cosponsored by Representative Priest of Brunswick, Representative Mills 
11 of Bethel and Representative Warren of Scarborough. 

12 
13 

14 
15 
16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
.22 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUI:\TDRED .".NJ EIGHTY-SIX 

AN ACT Regarding Certification Records of 
Minority Business Enterprises, Women's 
Business Enterprises and Disadvantaged 

Business Enterprises to be 
Confidentic..l . 

23 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
24 follows: 

25 5 MRSA §791 is enacted to read: 

26 §791. Records confidential 

27 Records and corresponde~ce utilized by state 
28 agencies in the certification of minority business 
29 enterprises, women's business enterorises and disad-
~O vantaged business enterprises which oertain to the 
31 ~licant's financial or tax status, to private con-
32 tracts made by the applicant, to the applicantls 
33 trade secrets or to any other matter customarily re-
34 garded as confidential business information shall be 
35 confide~tial and shall not be open for public insoec-
36 tion. 



1 Nothing in this section prevents the disclosure 
2 of any records, correspondence or other materials to 
3 authorized officers and employees of the State Gov-
4 ernment and Fed~ral Government. 

5 STATEMENT OF FACT 

6 Under federal law, state agencies are required to 
7 see that construction and construction-related firms 
8 which are owned and controlled by minorities, women 
9 and other disadvantaged groups have the opportunity 

10 to participate in federally-funded transportation 
11 projects. In certifying these firms as eligible mi-
12 nority, women's and disadvantaged business enter-
13 prises, state agencies obtain from applicants certain 
14 records which are considered confidential business 
15 records. Public disclosure of these records is pot en-
16 tially damaging to applicants, who run the risk of 
17 having sensitive business information made available 
18 to competitors. This bill prevents public disclosure 
19 of this information. 
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