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(New Draft of S.P. 129, L.D. 369) 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1533 

S.P. 584 In Senate, May 15, 1985 

Reported by Senator Carpenter of Aroostook from the Committee on 
Agriculture and printed under Joint Rule 2. Original bill presented by Senator 
Black of Cumberland. Cosponsored by Representative Sherburne of Dexter, 
Senator Erwin of Oxford and Representative Ridley of Shapleigh. 

JOY J. O'BRIEN, Secretary of the Senate 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE 

AN ACT Relating to County Extension Work in 
Maine. 

21 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
22 follows: 

23 Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §191 is amended to read: 

24 §191. Purpose 

25 In order to aid in diffusing among the people of 
26 this State useful and practical information on sub-
27 jects relating to agriculture and natural resources, 
28 heffie eeeBeffiie6 BB~ ~~~B~ ~i(e youth development, and 
29 home economics and community life and to encourage 
30 the application of the same, there may be inaugurated 
31 in each of the several counties of the State ext en-
32 sion work which shall be carried on in cooperation 
33 with the Trustees of the University of Maine7 Ee~~e~e 
34 e( A~~ie~~~~~e and the University of Maine at Orono. 



1 Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §192 is amended to read: 

2 §192. Demonstrations and information 

3 Cooperative a~~~eM±~M~a± extension work shall 
4 consist of the giving of practical demonstrations in 
5 agriculture and natural resources, Beffle eeeHeffl~es 
6 youth development, and home economics and community 
7 life and imparting information on sa~e those subjects 
8 through field demonstrations, publications and other-
9 wise. This work shall be carried on in each county in 

10 such manner as may be mutually agreed upon by the ex-
11 ecutive committee of the county extension association 
12 provided for in section 193, and the Trustees of the 
13 University of Maine, ee±±e~e ef A~~~eM±~M~e the Uni-
14 versity of Maine at Orono, or their duly appointed 
15 representatives. 

16 Sec. 3. 7 MRSA §193 is amended to read: 

17 §193. County extension associations 

18 For the purpose of carrying out this chapter, 
19 there may be created in each county or combination of 
20 2 counties within the State an organization to be 
21 known as a "county extension association," and its 
22 services available to all residents of a county. 
23 Such county extension association shall have adopted 
24 a constitution and set of bylaws acceptable to the 
25 University of Maine, ee±±e~e ef A~~~eM±~M~e, at Orono 
26 and they shall be recognized as the official body 
27 within sa~e that county or counties for carrying on 
28 extension work~agriculture and Beffle eeeHeffl~es nat-
29 ural resources, youth development, and home economICS 
30 and community lif~ within sa~e that county or coun-
31 ties and in cooperation with the University of Maine, 
32 ee±±e~e ef A~~~eM±~M~e at Orono. The county extension 
33 is viewed as a unigue and important educational pro-
34 gram of county government. SMeB e~~aH~~a~~eH The 
35 county extension association may make such regula-
36 tions and bylaws for its government and the carrying 
37 on of its work as are not inconsistent with sa~e that 
38 chapter, provided BM~ that one such organization 
39 shall be formed in each county. 

40 Sec. 4. 7 MRSA §194 is amended to read: 

Page 2-L.D. 1533 



1 §194. Budget and taxes 

2 The executive committee of each county extension 
3 association shall afifi~aiiy prepare an annual 
4 f~fiafie~ai budget fe~ ~fie ±~ fflefi~fis se~~fifi~fi~ Jafi~a~y 

5 ±s~ fieH~ ~fie~eaf~e~ as requested, showing in detail 
6 its estimate of the amount of money to be expended 
7 under this chapter within the county or counties for 
8 s~efi ±~ fflefi~fis the fiscal year, shall submit the same 
9 to a vote of the association at the regular annual 

10 meeting and, if the budget is approved by a majority 
11 vote of the members of the association present at 
12 such meeting, the executive committee shall submit 
13 the same to the board of county commissioners on a 
14 date ~fi geeefflse~ a~~~evea sy sa~a reguested by the 
15 county commissioners, and the county commissioners 
16 may, if they deem it justifiable, ~fiei~ae ~fie affle~fi~ 

17 ef ~fi~s s~a~e~ ~fi ~fie a~~~e~~~a~~efis sy ~fieffl afifi~aiiy 
18 ~eeefflfflefiaea, adopt an appropriate budget for the 
19 county extension program and levy a tax therefor. 
20 The amount thus raised by direct taxation within any 
21 county or combination of counties for the purposes of 
22 this chapter shall se fie~ iess ~fiafi $±,999 afifi~aiiy 
23 ~e~ ee~fi~y eH~efis~efi a~efi~ be used for the salaries 
24 of clerks, provision of office space, supplies, 
25 eguipment, postage, telephone, a contribution toward 
26 the salaries of county agents and such other expenses 
27 as necessary to maintain an effective county exten-
28 sion program. A~ ~fie ~e~~es~ ef ~fie ee~fi~y eH~efis~efi 
29 assee~a~~efi fflaae efi ~fie sa~a aa~e ~fi geeefflse~, ~fie 

30 ee~fi~y eefflffl~ss~efie~s ef ~fie ee~fi~y fflay aiiew afi 
31 affle~fi~ ~fi eHeess ef ~fte ffl~fi~ffl~ffl s~ee~f~ea, Wft~eft 

32 sftai± se ~fie±~aea ~fi ~fte s~a~e~ afia fe~ wft~efi a ~aH 

33 sfia±± se ±ev~ea~ ~fiese f~fias sfia±± se ~sea fe~ ~fie 
34 ffla~fi~efiafiee ef ~fte ee~fi~y eH~efis~efi se~v~ee, ~fiei~a-
35 ~fi~ sa±a~~es ef a~efi~s afia e±e~ks, eff~ee ~efi~a±, 
36 s~~~±~es, e~~~~fflefi~, ~es~a~e, ~e±e~ftefie afia fe~ s~efi 
37 e~fte~ eH~efises as fieeessa~y ~e ffla~fi~a~fi afi eff~e~efi~ 
38 afia effee~~ve ee~fi~y eH~efis~efi ee~v~ee~ Whenever the 
39 inhabitants of 2 counties shall unite for organiza-
40 tion in one association, ~fie affle~fi~ ef ~fie ~aH as-
41 sessea ~~efi eaefi ee~fi~y sfia±± se ~fi ~fie ~~e~e~~~efi 
42 wfi~efi ~fie ias~ s~a~e vai~a~~efi ~fi ~fia~ ee~fi~y sea~s 

43 ~e ~fie ~e~a± ef ~fte ias~ s~a~e va±~a~~efi ~fi ~fie ~ 
44 ee~fi~~es se ~fi~~ea the executive committee shall 
45 present its budget to the county commissioners of 
46 both counties. The county commissioners of those 
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1 counties shall meet jointly to consider and adopt a 
2 budget for each county. The amount and proportion of 
3 the budget shall be shared in a manner determined by 
4 mutual agreement at a joint meeting of the county 
5 commissioners. 

6 Sec. 5. 7 MRSA §195 is amended to read: 

7 §195. Annual reports 

8 It shall be the duty of eaefi sa~s the county ex-
9 tension association, annually, eH e~ ee€e~e ~fie ~8~fi 

10 say e€ Beeefflee~ as required, to present its plan of 
11 extension work for the ensuing year and to render to 
12 both the trustees of the University of Maine, 8e~~e~e 
13 e€ A~~~e~~~~~e, at Orono and the county commissioners 
14 a full detailed report of its extension activities 
15 for the preceding fiscal year, including a detailed 
16 report of its receipts and expenditures from all 
17 sources. The financial report of such county ext en-
18 sion association shall be on such forms as may be 
19 prescribed by the ~~~s~ees e€ ~fie University of 
20 Maine, 8e~~e~e e€ A~~~e~~~~~e at Orono and the county 
21 commissioners. 

22 STATEMENT OF FACT 

23 The intent of this new draft is to make needed 
24 revisions in the County Extension Act that was previ-
25 ously adopted in 1952. 

26 3082041185 
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