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(New Draft of S.P. 129, L.D. 369)
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document Noc. 1533

S.P. 584 In Senate, May 15, 1985

Reported by Senator Carpenter of Aroostook from the Committee on
Agriculture and printed under Joint Rule 2. Original bill presented by Senator
Black of Cumberland. Cosponsored by Representative Sherburne of Dexter,
Senator Erwin of Oxford and Representative Ridley of Shapleigh.

JOY J. O’BRIEN, Secretary of the Senate

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE

AN ACT Relating to County Extension Work in
Maine.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §191 is amended to read:

§191. Purpose

In order to aid in diffusing among the people of
this State useful and practical information on sub-
jects relating to agriculture and natural resources,
heme ceenemzes and rurai iife youth development, and
home economics and community life and to encourage
the application of the same, there may be inaugurated
in each of the several counties of the State exten-
sion work which shall be carried on in cooperation
with the Trustees of the University of Maine- Eeiiledqe
ef Agrieulriure and the University of Maine at Orono.




Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §192 is amended to read:

§192. Demonstrations and information

Cooperative ag¥ieuntturat extension work shall
consist of the giving of practical demonstrations in
agriculture and natural resources, heme eeenemies
youth development, and home economics and community
life and imparting information on said those subjects
through field demonstrations, publications and other-
wise. This work shall be carried on in each county in
such manner as may be mutually agreed upon by the ex-
ecutive committee of the county extension association
provided for in section 193, and the Trustees of the
University of Maine, €ettege of Agrieuitture the Uni-
versity of Maine at Orono, or their duly appointed
representatives.

Sec. 3. 7 MRSA §193 is amended to read:

§193. County extension associations

For the purpose of carrying out this chapter,
there may be created in each county or combination of
2 counties within the State an organization to be
known as a "county extension association," and its
services available to all residents of a county.
Such county extension association shall have adopted
a constitution and set of bylaws acceptable to the
University of Maines; €etiege of Agrieuiture; at Orono
and they shall be recognized as the official body
within sa2d that county or counties for carrying on
extension work in agriculture and keme eeenemizes nat-
ural resources, youth development, and home economics
and community life within seid that county or coun-
ties and in cooperation with the University of Maines
Eetltege of Agrieuitdure at Orono. The county extension
is viewed as a unique and important educational pro-
gram of county government. BSuekh erganigatien The
county extension association may make such regula-
tions and bylaws for its government and the carrying
on of its work as are not inconsistent with seaid that
chapter, provided but that one such organization
shall be formed in each county.

Sec. 4. 7 MRSA §194 is amended to read:
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§194. Budget and taxes

The executive committee of each county extension
association shall anndatiy prepare an annual
£inane:at budget fer the 12 merths begirnirg dJdardary
ist mnexnt theremaffer as requested, showing in detail
its estimate of the amount of money to Dbe expended
under this chapter within the county or counties for
sueh 32 menths the fiscal year, shall submit the same
to a vote of the association at the regular annual
meeting and, if the budget is approved by a majority
vote of the members of the association present at
such meeting, the executive committee shall submit
the same to the board of county commissioners on a
date ir Deeember appreved by said requested by the
county commissioners, and the county commissioners
may, 1f they deem it justifiable, 2neiude the ameunt
of £his budget in the apprepriatiens by them anrnualiy
reecemmendedsy adopt an appropriate budget for the
county extension program and levy a tax therefor.
The amount thus raised by direct taxation within any
county or combination of counties for the purposes of
this chapter shall be net iess than £1;0600 annuaiiy
per eeunty exHtensien agernt be used for the salaries
of clerks, provision of office space, supplies,
equipment, postage, telephone, a contribution toward
the salaries of county agents and such other expenses
as necessary to maintain an effective county exten-
sion program. A& the reguest ef the eeunty extensien
agsseetratien made en the said date in Deeembers; €he
eounty eemmissieners eof £he eeunty may aiiew an
ameunt i+n exneess ef the minimum sSpeeified; whieh
shati be ineiuded in the budget and feor whieh a €ax
shat: be ilevied: These funrnds shati be used feor %he
maintenanee ef the eounty eHtensien seryiee; ineiud-
ing sataries eof agents eand etexks; effiee rentails
suppiiess equipments; pestage, teiephone and fer sueh
ethe¥r eHpenses AS neeessary e maintain an effieient
aned effeetive eounty eHiensien serviee- Whenever the
inhabitants of 2 counties shall unite for organiza-
tion in one association, ¥he ameunt ef *he £ax as-
sesgsed uwper eaeh eeunty shail be ir the prepertien
whieh the 1ast state vaiuatien iR that eeunty bears
te he ¢etal ef £he iast state vatuatien in £he 2
ceurnties se urited the executive committee shall
present its budget to the county commissioners of
both counties. The county commissioners of those
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counties shall meet jointly to consider and adopt a
budget for each county. The amount and proportion of
the budget shall be shared in a manner determined by
mutual agreement at a joint meeting of the county
commissioners.

Sec. 5. 7 MRSA §195 is amended to read:

§195. Annual reports

It shall be the duty of eaeh said the county ex-
tension association, annually, en ex* befere £he 106%h
day eof Beeember as required, to present its plan of
extension work for the ensuing year and to render to
both the trustees of the University of Maine; €Eetiege
ef Agrieuztures at Orono and the county commissioners
a full detailed report of 1its extension activities
for the preceding fiscal year, including a detailed
report of its receipts and expenditures from all
sources. The financial report of such county exten-
sion association shall be on such forms as may be
prescribed by the #¢rustees ef #£he University of
Maines Ceiiege of Agrieulfure at Orono and the county
commissioners.

STATEMENT OF FACT
The intent of this new draft is to make needed
revisions in the County Extension Act that was previ-

ously adopted in 1852.
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