MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




BW N

[ 4]

FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1433

H.P. 996 House of Representatives, April 30, 1985
Reference to the Committee on State Government suggested and ordered
printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative Murphy of Kennebunk.
Cosponsored by Representative Sproul of Augusta, Senator Danton of
York and Representative Descoteaux of Biddeford.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE

Resolve, to Establish a Study Commission
on Government Competition with Private Enterprise.

Purpose and findings. Resolved: That the Legisla-
ture finds that economic growth and the creation of
jobs are stimulated by relying on private enterprise
to provide goods and services for use by state agen-
cies. The Legislature further finds that economic
growth and the creation of jobs are stimulated by
curbing state agencies from producing goods and of-
fering services to the public which could be produced
or offered by the private sector. The Legislature
finds that study of government competition with the
private sector is necessary in order to promote the
prudent use of taxpayer dollars and to promote eco-
nomic growth and the creation of jobs; and be it fur-
ther

Commission established. Resolved: That there is
established the Study Commission on Government Compe-
tition with Private Enterprise to consist of 11 mem-
bers: The Commissioner of Finance and Administration;
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the Director of the Bureau of Purchases; the Commis-
sioner of Personnel; the Director of the State Devel-
opment Office; the Commissioner of Transportation;
and 6 members of the public of which at least 4 shall
be engaged in private enterprise, to be appointed by
the Governor. The Governor shall designate one of the
public members as chairman; and be it further

Subject of the Study. Resolved: That the commis-
sion shall investigate and study all facets of State
Government competition with the private sector in-
cluding, but not limited to, the following:

1. The extent to which the State provides goods
and services for its own use, and the number of state
employees involved, which could also be obtained from
the private sector;

2. The extent to which the State provides goods
and services to the public, and the number of state
employees involved, which are also to be provided by
the private sector;

3. The estimated dollar value of goods and ser-
vices provided by the State to its own agencies or
the public in competition with the private sector;

4. The extent to which state procurement poli-
cies and procedures discourage participation by small
businesses and ways in which those policies and pro-
cedures can be reformed; and

5. Such other matters as the commission deems
appropriate in providing to the Legislature a full
and accurate picture of the ways in which state agen-
cies compete with the private sector in the provision
of goods and services to agencies and the public.

The commission shall seek, to the maximum extent
practicable, to recommend ways in which government
can contract out and otherwise utilize the private
sector for the provision of goods and services at
less cost and more benefit to the State and taxpayers
than if the goods and services were produced by state
agencies; and be it further
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Report on findings and recommendations. Resolved:
That the commission shall complete its study and re-
port its findings and recommendations and any neces-
sary implementing legislation by January 1, 1987.
This report shall address each of the matters set
forth in this resolve; and be it further

Compensation. Resoclved: That all members of the
commission who are not state employees shall serve
without compensation.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This resolve establishes a Study Commission to
investigate the ways in which state agencies compete
with the private sector in the provision of goods and
services to the State and to the public. The competi-
tion is not the proper function of government and of-
ten is not a prudent use of taxpayer money.

Relying on the private sector for goods and ser-
vices can not only reduce the cost of State Govern-
ment, it can stimulate the economy and result in a
better product or service than would be available
from the State.

The commission is directed to submit its findings
and report by January 1, 1987.
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