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1 L.D. 1198 

2 (Filing No. S-244 

3 STATE OF MAINE 
4 SENATE 
5 112TH LEGISLATURE 
6 FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

7 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" A " to S.P. 431, L.D. 
8 1198, Bill, "AN ACT Relating to Alcohol-related Birth 
9 Defects." 

10 Amend the bill by striking out all of that part 
11 designated "§157." and inserting in its place the 
12 following; 

13 ' §157. Fetal alcohol ~J~c:lE~me_L...---Letal alcol101_~i.~ 
14 fects; alcohol-related birth defects 

15 1. Legislative findings. The Legislature finds 
16 that thereisaneed for p1:lbiic information ~b.s:'~ the 
17 harmful effects of alcohol c:gnsumption~r:.:i,~~2.reg-
18 nancy. "Fetal alcohol s~ciJ:'_ome" __ and~_'_'fe"t~lcO:hol 
19 effects" are the terms used to characterize defects 
20 ~~on9i tio~ that rrl~evelop as a result of expos-~ 
21 i~g th~~tuJ3 __ ~o a~~ohgJ ______ Each y~~~fan!:~_born in 
22 this State exhibit these defects or conditions which 
23 inClUde~yperactivlli--,_-=l~i_~"'!l~ limQ~~_alfunctions, 
24 delayed central nervous.~~!em~_yelopment,~dneYL 
25 cardiac and growth abnormalities and severe mental 
26 and physical retardation.-·~---~-·-~--~---~~-~--·---

27 It is generally known that the American Medical Asso-
28 ciation and the United States Surgeon General have 
29 recommended abstinence from alcohol during pregna~ 
30 Fetal alcohol syndrome and fetal alcohol effects are 
31 ~reventable. The Legislature finds that it is in 
32 the public interest to noti fy and educa_!:Ee-.:t:.h~Jic 
33 about alcohol-related birth defects at .£.laces where 
34 alcoholic beverages _~re ~J3olq~--------~~ -----.~-

35 2. Sign required. All special agency liquor 
36 stores licensed under section 153 and all state li-
37 quor stores shall be required to display a warni~ 

38 sign concerning alcohol-related birth defects. The 



COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" A" to S.P. 431, L.D. 1198 

1 sign shall bear the message "DRINKING ALCOHOLIC BEV-
2 ERAGES DURING PREGNANCY l\1AY CAUSE BIRTH DEFECTS," 
3 and, in smaller print, a telephone number where ·more 
4 information may be obtained. The sign shall be sup-
S plied by the Alcohol Drug Abuse Planning Committee 
6 and Department of Human Services. T'he~eau of Li-
7 ~or Enforcement shall be respons~ble for distribu-
8 tion of the sign to th~_~ci~_agency liquor stores 
9 and state liquor stores. 

10 3. Sign dimensions. The sign shall be of block 
11 capi tal letters printed in black on whi te~:~ . .!11.in-
12 imum weight 110-pound index. The letters shall con-
13 sume a space of no less than 6 by 9 ~nches. the 
14 "WARNING" letters shall be 3/4-inch high and all.otfl..::. 
15 er letters 9/16-inches high. The sign and letters may 
16 be larger, but not s~aller, than provided in this 
17 section. 

18 4. Sign placement. A sign shall be ~~ac~at 
19 each area where liquor is displayed so that it is 
20 readi ly vi sible to the ~rchas~ng public. Nothing .. _ in 
21 this section may --"prevent display of moye than_one 
22 sign or in locations in addition to those q~scribed 

23 in this section. 

24 5. EnfClrcement; __ .1lenal ty. The Bureau of Liguor 
25 Enforcement shall, as part of it's regular enforce-
26 ment duties, check -for the displaL~f the ·sign re-
27 guired by subsections 2, 3 and 4,~~~~reau shall 
28 respond to r~~~of ~()~compliance. The Admin~stra-
29 tive Court may impose a fine, not t.'2...~xceeQ..l..~.Q.......i0r 
30 each day of violation, against any special age~-.li-
31 ~or store licensee licensed to sell alcoholic bever-
32 ages under section 153 which is found in violation of 
33 this section. Repea~d vio.l.ati.().I"l..s may_b,,=--gro\.mc:i.s_for 
34 revocation or suspension of license of special agen~ 
35 stores. 

36 6. Voluntary __ disp~~f s~gns. In addition to 
37 the reauirements of subsections 2, 3 and 4, the fol-
38 lowing shall govern the volu1'1.!_§':r-Y.~ement~L_sig.l"l..~ 
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A. The Alcohol and Drug Abuse Planning Committee 
s~uponrequest-:--nl·ake the signs available, to 
the extent of the available resources, at no 
cost, to all ~~n~ .o_r:....~g_e.nci.es in..!er:...".§.!:ed i.n 
displ~tl'1i!. the~ig~~E~opriate....Ellb1i.c.........l?ca
tions. 

B. The Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages shall dis
tribute copies of tbe ~~gns:~ no cost!._...!<:' __ aJl. 
other liquor licensees not included in~ubsecti0l'1 
2 at the time that each license is issued or re-
newed. 

c::..:~Each sign distr~buted pursuant to this _§.ub:. 
section shall ._~ accQlTPan.l..EO:..sL.~a __ ~C2f the 
legislative findings and a request that the 
signs,-if displayed-:--J:;ep":LaCec!in a 10cation . ..Q.J:: 
l,ocations--.!.hat are rea~ily~isible to th'=--...Rubl~ 

p_. __ Subsec:.tion ~oes n~.E12l..Y to signs re
~este.SL....Qr~ di str.ibut"c:I.....~suant to thi s subsec
tion. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This amendment makes the following changes: 

22 1. Modifies the language in the legislative 
23 findings; 

24 2. Amends the bill to make it clear that the 
25 warning signs are only required to be placed in spe-
26 cial agency liquor stores and state liquor stores, 
27 that is, only stores which sell hard liquor; 

28 3. Amends the section concerning placement of 
29 the signs to require that they be placed near the li-
30 quor display instead of near each cash register; 

31 4. Makes the signs available on a voluntary ba-
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1 sis for any interested parties; and 

2 5. Provides for the distribution of signs to 
3 other licensees at the time their licenses are re-
4 newed or originally issued, but does not require that 
5 the sign be displayed. There is no penalty for fail-
6 ure to display the sign, except for the special agen-
7 cy liquor stores which are required to display the 
8 sign. 

9 4159060585 

Reported by Senator Berube for the Committee on 
Human REsources. Reproduced and Distributed Pursuant 
to Senate Rule 12. 
(6/7/85) (Filing No. S-244) 

4-




