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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1070

H.P. 747 House of Representatives, March 19, 1985
On motion of Representative Higgins of Portland, referred to the
Committee on Taxation. Sent up for concurrence and ordered printed.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative Racine of Biddeford.
Cosponsored by Representative Lord of Waterboro, Representative
Kimball of Buxton and Representative Richard of Madison.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY~FIVE

AN ACT to Change the Frequency of
Determination of Stumpage Value for
Purposes of the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §576, 2nd 7, as amended by PL
1981, ¢. 517, 8§86, is further amended to read:

The State Tax Assessor shall determine the aver-
age stumpage value for each forest type described in
section 573, subsections 5 to 7, applicable in each
county, or 1in such alternative forest economic re-
gions as he may designate, after passage of this sub-
chapter and in each even-numbered year thereafter,
taking into c¢onsideration the prices upon sales of
sound standing timber cf that forest type in that ar-
ea during the previous calendar year, and such other
considerations as he deems appropriate.

Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §576, 5th f, as amended by PL
1981, c¢. 517, §7, is further amended to read:
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The State Tax Assessor shall hold one or more
public hearings, upon the foregoing matters to be de-
termined, shall provide for a transcript thereof, and
shall issue a rule or rules stating those determina-
tions on or before Sexeber 1, 1978 and en er pefere
October 1lst each even-numbered year thereafter.

Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §576-B, 6th and 7th 11, as en-
acted by PL 1977, c. 590, are repealed.

Sec. 4. 36 MRSA §577, sub=-§l, as amended by PL
1973, c¢. 308, §6, is repealed.

STATEMENT OF FACT

Currently, the State Tax Assessor makes annual
determinations of the value of land under tree growth
valuation. Annual changes, which are wusually very
small, still require local assessors to update their
records which can involve considerable effort and ex-
pense. Sections 1 and 2 of this bill provide for bi-
ennial determinations of tree growth acreage value to
lessen the burden on local assessors. Sections 3 and
4 of this bill repeal obsolete provisions of the
Maine Tree Growth Tax Law.
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