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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 688

H.P. 485 House of Representatives, February 26, 1985

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary is suggested and ordered
printed.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative Foster of Ellsworth.
Cosponsored by Senator Trafton of Androscoggin.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE

AN ACT to Relocate the Supreme Judicial Court
and Related Functions to the State
Capitol at Augusta.

Preamble. The Maine Supreme Judicial Court has
indicated its desire to be headguartered in Augusta
along with the Administrative Office of the Courts
and the chiefs of the principal trial courts. Moving
the Judicial Department headquarters to Augusta, the
seat of the State Government, would advance the poli-
cy of the comity, communication and cooperation among
the 3 branches. The consolidation could well improve
the management of the court system, and the move
would, at 6 courthouses around the State, free up
some space for use by trail courts.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA 10-A is enacted to read:

§10-A. Supreme Judicial Court; location
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The Supreme Judicial Court shall be located in
the City of Augusta.

Sec. 2. Relocation of the Maine Supreme Judicial
Court and related facilities. The Chief Justice of
the Maine Supreme Judicial Court shall, prior to July
1, 1988, relocate the Supreme Judicial Court, the Ad-
ministrative Office of the Courts and the chiefs of
principal trial courts to suitable quarters at the
seat of State Government in the City of Augusta. The
Chief Justice is authorized to acquire, transfer and
dispose of all matters concerning the relocation of
the court and related facilities.

Sec. 3. Appropriation. The following funds are
appropriated from the General Fund to carry out the
purposes of this Act.

1985-86
Supreme Judicial Court
Relocation of the Court
and Related Functions
All Other $8, 000,000

STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is to relocate the Su-
preme Judicial Court to Augusta and to provide fund-
ing for that relocation.
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