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FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND TI".JELFTH LEGr SLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 351 

H.P. 281 House of Representatives, February 1, 1985 

Reference to the Committee on Legal Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed. 

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative Handy of Lewiston. 
Cosponsored by Representative Dillenback of Cumberland, 

Representative Nadeau of Lewiston and Senator Gauvreau of Androscoggin. 

Be 

STATE OF l'1AINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE 

AN ACT to Insure Competitive Equality for the 
Maine Liquor Industry. 

it enacted by the People 0:: tIle State of TiJaine 
follows: 

Sec. l. 28 I'lRSA §53, sub-§5, as enacted by 
1975, c. 741, §4, is amended to read: 

as 

PL 

24 5. \llne and splrlts for sale. To buy and have in 
25 their posseSSlon wine, except table wine, and spirits 
26 for sale to the public. Such wine and spirits shall 
27 be purchased by the commission directly and not 
28 through the State Purchasing Agent and shall be free 
29 from adulteration and misbranding. The commission 
30 shall in their purchases of liquors glve priority, 
31 wherever feasible, to those products manufactured or 
32 bottled in this State and shall assure that those 
33 products are prominentl v dl spla·,led and posi "tioned in 
34 the s~ores. 

35 Sec. 2. 28 MRSA §153, sub-§2 is enacted to read: 



1 2. Adequate stock. Agents must maintain an ade-
2 Quate stock of at least 1/2 of the brands in each 
3 class listed by the State Liquor Commission and an 
4 adequate supply of items listed with the commission 
5 by the state manufacturers. 

6 STATEMENT OF FACT 

7 This bill insures that Maine produced liquor 
8 products be able to compete effectively in sales at 
9 state liquor stores with those products produced out-

10 of-state. Frequently out-ot-state manufacturers are 
11 given preferential shelving of their products in 
12 state liquor stores to the detriment to Maine manu-
13 facturers. It is the intent of this bill that Maine 
14 products be displayed and positioned on the 3rd and 
15 4th shelves of state stores. This bill requires 
16 agency stores to maintain an adequate stock of at 
17 least 1/2 of the brands in each class listed by the 
18 State Liquor Commission, and an adequate supply of 
19 items listed with the commission by Maine manufactur-
20 ers. 
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