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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

Legisiative Document No. 338

H.P. 268 House of Representatives, February 1, 1983

Submitted by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife pursuant
to Joint Rule 24.
Reference to the Committee on Fisheries and Wildlife suggested and
ordered printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk
Presented by Jacques of Waterville.

Cosponsored by Senator Matthews of Winslow, Representative Greenlaw
of Standish and Senator Usher of Cumberland.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THEE YEZR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED ZND EIGHTY-EFIVE

AN ACT Authorizing ithe Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife to Continue to
Regulate the Harvest of Antlerless
Dear.

E= it enacted by the Teople of the State of Maine as
iolliows:
12 MRSA §74£57, sub-§1l, TH, as enacted by PL 19381,
c 624, 1s repealed and the following enacted in its
place:
H The commissioner mav regulate the taking cf
antlerlsss deer witiiin any area oi the State, as
necessary, t0 maintain deer populations in kal-
ance wizh &vailable hebitat, provicad that:

ach area shall fol-

nd cublished
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(3) Prior to implementation of an
antlerless deer permit system, the depart-
ment shall submit the proposed changes to
the jcint standing committee of the Legisla-
ture having ijurisdiction over inland fisher-
ies and wildlife, for review;

(4) If an antlerless deer permit system is
implemented, the application fee for a per-
mit to take an antierless deer shall not ex-
ceed $51; andg

(5) The commissioner may adopt rules neces-
cary for the administration, implementation,
enforcement and interpretation of *this sub-
section.

STELTEMENT OF FACT

The Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
currantly has authority to regulate the harvest of

antlerless deer 1in any area of the State. This au-
thority became effective on January 1, 1883, and 1is
scheduled to terminate early in 1986. Without a
change in the current statute, Maine will be back to
either sex deer hunting on a stateswide basis in the

fall of 1986.

This bill grants the commisziconer the regulatory
flexibkility needed to rebuild Mazine's deer herd and
to mainztain the herd at optimum levels in the vyears
To come.

Under the provisicns of this bill, the ccrmis-
sionar nas authority to restrict the harvest of does
and fawns beyond 1%385. Adcption of a do=2 permit sys-
tzm reguires prior review by the Joint Standing Com-~
mittee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. If a doe
prarmit system were Tto be implemented in the future,
the eapplication Zfes Zfor a permit to Tax an
antlerless desr could not exceed $S1.
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