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FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND TV.JELFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 336 

H.P. 266 House of Representatives, February 1, 1985 

Submitted by the Executive Department, Division of Community Services 
pursuant to Joint Rule 24. 

Reference to the Committee on Audit and Program Review suggested and 
ordered printed. 

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 
Presented by Representative Rolde of York. 

Cosponsored by Representative Boutilier of Lewiston, Representative 
Lacroix of Oakland and Senator Diamond of Cumberland. 

STl\TE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE 

AN ACT to Amend the Maine Community Services 
Act. 

20 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
21 follows: 

22 
23 

Sec. 1. 
176, Pt. 

5 
A, §3, 

MRSA §3514, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 
is amended to read: 

24 §3514. Division of Community Services 

25 There is established, to carry out the purposes 
26 of this chapter, the Division of Community Services 
27 in the Executive Department, which shall carry out 
28 the responsibilities of State Government relating to 
29 planning and financing community services and commu-
30 nity action agencies and shall administer state and 
31 federal community services' programs and other block 
32 grants that may be available, including, but not 1im-
33 ited to, energy assistance afia~ weatherization, food 
34 assistance and Head Start. 



1 Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §3518, sub-§l. as amended by PL 
2 1983, c. 480, Pt. B, §4, is further amended to read: 

3 1. Federal, state and other funds. Through 
4 plans and contracts developed with advice from the 
5 board, the division shall obtain, distribute and ad-
6 minister federal, state and other community services' 
7 funds, including block grants, energy assistance, 
8 weatherization, food assistance, Head Start and other 
9 fe6e~a± funds as may become available. Any balances 

10 of funds appropriated to the Division of Community 
11 Services remaining at the end of a fiscal year shall 
12 not laps~ but shall be carried forward from year to 
13 year to be expended for the same pur~ 

14 
15 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 

21 

Sec. 3. 5 MRSA §3520, sub-§2, ~A, as amended by 
PL 1983, c. 480, Pt. B, §5, is further amended to 
read: 

A. Overall direction, oversight and development 
of policies of the agency; 

Sec. 4. 
176, Pt. A, 

5 MRSA §3521, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 
§3, is amended to read: 

§3521. Programs 

22 All programs administered by community action 
23 agencies shall be in conformance with federal and 
24 s~ate laws and regulations. Reei~ieft~e 6f Applicants 
25 for programs and assistance shall be promptly noti-
26 fied of their rights and responsibilities when they 
27 qualify for or are denied services. 

28 
29 

Sec. 5. 
480, Pt. B, 

5 MRSA §3522, as amended by PL 1983, c. 
§§6 and 7, is further amended to read: 

30 §3522. Allocation of Community Services Block Grant 
31 funds 

32 1. Distribution of Community Services Block 
33 Grant funds. The Division of Community Services 
34 shall administer and distribute to community action 
35 agencies, according to Title 5, section 1670, B±eek 
36 ~~aft~ Community Services Block Grant funds received 
37 from the Federal Government. 
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1 2. Community action agencies; priority. Of the 
2 90% passed through to local agencies, community ac-
3 tion agencies shall receive first priority in the al-
4 location of eeffiffi~B~~Y 5e~v~ee5 B±eek ~~eB€ Community 
5 Services Block Grant funds. These funds shall be 
6 distributed according to a formula determined annual-
7 ly as follows. 

8 A. Twenty percent of this 90% of the eeffiffi~B~€Y 

9 5e~v~ees B±eek ~~eB€ Community Services Block 
10 Grant funds shall be divided equally among all 
11 designated agencies. 

12 B. The balance of these funds shall be distrib-
13 uted according to rules as promulgated by the di-
14 vision with advice from the board. 

15 3. Block grant proposals. Proposals for eeffiffi~-

16 B~€Y se~v~ees B±eek ~~eB€ Community Services Block 
17 Grant funds, submitted to the Legislature by the di-
18 vision in accordance with section 1670, shall be de-
19 veloped with advice from the board and shall: 

20 A. Include a description of current usages of 
21 eeffiffi~B~~Y se~v~ees B±eek ~~eB~ Community Services 
22 Block Grant funds and how the plan proposes to 
23 change that distribution; 

24 
25 

26 
27 
28 
29 

30 

31 

B. Retain the absolute minimum 
state administrative costs; and 

necessary for 

c. Provide for maximum flexibility within commu­
nity action agencies for the usage of eeffiffi~B~~Y 

se~v~ees B±eek ~~eB~ ~C~o~m~m~u~n~i~t~yL-~S~e~r~v~i~c~e~s=-~B~l~o~c~k 
Grant funds. 

Sec. 6. 5 MRSA §3523 is enacted to read: 

§3523. Confidentiality of records 

32 1. Confidentiality. Records containing the fol-
33 lowing information shall be deemed confidential and 
34 shall not be considered public records for the pur-
35 pose of Title 1, section 402, subsection 3, or any 
36 amendment thereto: 
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23 
24 
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28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

35 

36 
37 
38 

A. Any information acquired by a state agency, 
municipality, district, private corporation, co­
partnership, association, fuel vendor, private 
contractor, individual or an employee or agent of 
any of those persons or entities, providing ser­
vices relating to authorized programs of the Di­
vision of Community Services or programs adminis­
tered by community action agencies, when that in­
formation was provided by the applicant for those 
services or by any 3rd person; and 

B. Any statements of financial condition or in­
formation pertaining thereto submitted to ~~ 
the persons or entities set forth in paragraph A 
in connection with an ~plication for services 
relating to authorized programs of the Division 
Q£ Communi ty Services or programs admini stered by 
community action agencies. 

2. Exceptions. Notwithstanding subsection 1, 
any person or agency_directly involved in the admin­
istration or auditing of those programs and any agen­
cy of the State with a legitimate reason to know 
shall be given access to those records. 

3. Waiver of protection. Noth~ng in this sec­
tion may be construed to limit in any way the right 0= any person whose interest is protected by this 
section to waive in writing the benefits of protec­
tion. 

4. Reports to State Government or Federal Gov­
ernment. Notwithstanding subsection 1, the Division 
of Community Services may make such full and complete 
reports concerning its administration of authorized 
programs as may be required by the Legislature, the 
Federal Government or any agency or department there­
of. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill proposes changes to the Maine Community 
Services Act which was passed by the I11th Legisla­
ture. 
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1 Section 1 is revised to specifically include the 
2 food assistance and Head Start programs which are an-
3 ticipated to be continuing and permanent programs ad-
4 ministered by the Division of Community Services. 

5 Section 2 adds state and other funds as a possi-
6 ble source of funding and specifically includes 2 
7 programs which the division anticipates will be con-
8 tinuing programs. This section also provides that 
9 state funds remaining at the end of the fiscal year 

10 may be expended in future years for the same purpose. 

11 Section 3 clarifies the intention of the provi-
12 sion. 

13 Section 4 extends protection to program appli-
14 cants in addition to recipients. 

15 Section 5 clarifies the fact that there is only 
16 one Community Services Block Grant; it is not a ge-
17 neric name. It is the funds that are allocated and 
18 distributed, not the grant itself. 

19 Section 6 adds a provision for the confidentiali-
20 ty of records. Presently there exists protection for 
21 confidential information collected in connection with 
22 2 programs administered by the Division of Community 
23 Services, the Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 
24 5205. This extends the protection of confidentiality 
25 to all authorized programs of the division and pro-
26 grams administered by the community action agencies. 
27 Confidentiality for applicants 

28 0359121384 
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