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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 140

H.P. 115 House of Representatives, January 22, 1985

Reference to the Committee on Legal Affairs suggested and ordered
printed.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative Vose of Eastport.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE

AN ACT to Equalize the Election Laws
Concerning Party and Independent
Candidates and Voters.

Be it enacted by the Pecple of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 21 MRSA §102<A, sub-§5, as amended by PL
1883, c¢. 168, §3, 1is further amended to read:

5. Enrollment. An individual may register and
enroll im e peiitiea: party at the same time and on
the same form. Upon receipt of the application, the
registrar shall follow the procedure of section 132,
subsections 2 and 3.

Sec. 2. 21 MRSA §132 is amended to read:
§132. Procedure

A voter may enrell apply for enrollment in a par-
ty by filing an application with the registrar per-
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sonally, by mail or otherwise, at any time, except
that a voter who erxeiis applies on election day must
do so personally.

1. Content of application. The application must
contain the following information: Name of applicant,
street address, voting district, name of party in
which enrollment is requested, date and signature of
applicant.

2. Party designation on voting list. On receipt
of the application, the registrar shall piaee £he
perty designatien eof the eppiieant beside his rname on
the wveting 1ist arnd file the application.

3. Time of enrollment. Three months from the
date on which he receives the application, the regis-
trar shall enroll the applicant in the party re-
guested and place the party designation of the appli-
cant beside his name on the voting list, except as

provided in paragraph A.

A. The registrar shall enroll a voter immediate-
ly upon receipt of a properly completed applica-
tion if that voter:

(1) 1Is 18 years of age or younger;

(2) Resided in another state when the last
prior general election was held; or

(3) Desires to enroll in a party that has
gualified or is attempting to qualify under
sections 322 or 323.

This paragraph does not apply to a change of en-
rollment under section 134.

Sec. 3. 21 MRSA §133, as amended by PL 1975, c.
761, 810, is further amended to read:

§133. Permitted at any election

A voter who is not enrolled in a municipality may
enrst: at any apply for enrollment at a general elec-
tion by filing personally the application required by
section 132 with the incoming election c¢lerk, after
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which he may vote. If the applicant votes by absen-
tee ballot because of physical incapacity, he may
file the application with his absentee ballot.

1. Application delivered to warden. The election
clerk who receives the completed application shall
initial it and deliver it to the warden, who shall
eause ¥ (e ke have it delivered to the registrar,
after the polls are closed.

2. Party designation on voting list. On receipt
of the application, the registrar shall piaee the
party desigratzen ef £the applicant beside his name en
the weting iist and £iie the appiieatien follow the
procedure of section 132, subsections 2 and 3.

3. Applications furnished by registrar. The reg-
istrar shall furnish a reasonable number of enroll-
ment applications to the warden at each voting place.
If there are not enough applications at the voting
place, the applicant may write the information re-
qguired by section 132 on a blank piece of paper.

Sec. 4. 21 MRSA §134, as amended by PL 1975, c.
340, §§1 and 2, is further amended to read:

§134. Change of enrollment

A voter may chande his enrollment by filing an
application with the registrar personally, by mail or
otherwise.

1. Content of application. The application must
be dated and signed by the applicant. It must contain
the following information: Name of applicant, street
address, voting district, name of party in which en-

rolleds and name of party in which enrcllment 1s re-
quested.
2. Party designation removed from voting list.

On receipt of the application, the registrar shall
remove the party designation beside the name of the
applicant on the voting list erd shati make a nota-
tEien en the veoting 1ist that £the appiieant s inei:-
giblte £o wete At A cAHSUS ©F primary eleektzon; er ke
£ile p petitien AS a eandidate feor¥r neminatien by pri-
mery eteetireny; for a peried of 3 months<t At the eH-
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piratien of 3 menths frem the date eof reegeipt ef the
eppiientien by the registraxs the registrar shali en-
rer: the appiieant in the party reguested.

2-A. New enrollment. After the registrar heas
removed the applicant's party designation, he shall

follow the procedure of section 132, subsections 2
and 3.
3= Restrietronsg during ehange ef epreirimernt- 4

vete¥r may Ret vete Aaf A <CAHEHSs OF PriMAry eieetien or
£ile a petition AS a eandzdate for neminaEion by pri-
mery eiectien withirn 3 menths afteyr £iiting an appzi-
eatrern €£o ehsnge hig enrsrrmerE; ereept as previded
+n Subseetien 4-

4- change ef resideneer When a vetex ehapgesg Ris
raegidence £frem oRe mMHURieipaiity e anether and estab-
i:gkes a rew veting regidenee theres he may enreii in
ARy party and vete At A €AHEHST €OAVEREiIeORn OF PrImMAry
etection; regardiess of his previeds enreiiment-s

Sec. 5. 21 MRSA §135, sub-§1, as amended by PL
1971, c. 3, §3, is further amended to read:

1. Limitation. A voter may not file a request to
withdraw his enrollment for 3 months after the date
on which he enxeizied applied for enrollment.

Sec. 6. 21 MRSA §174, first Y is amended to
read:

The registrar shall record enrollments by adding
the party designation of the voter beside his name on
the voting list in accordance with section 132, sub-
sections 2 and 3.

Sec. 7. 21 MRSA §246, sub-§l, as repealed and
replaced by PL 1877, c. 496, §10, is amended to read:

1. Registration and enrollment. He may regis-
ter, enroll and vote in any town within his represen-
tative district or, if he lives in a portion of a

township not easily accessible to a town within his
representatve district, he may register, emrezi apply
for enrollment and vote 1in a more convenient town
within or outside the county. He may register and en-
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roll on election day. The registrar shall place the
letter "T" beside his name on the voting list and on
the general register.

2A. He may not vote at a municipal election or on
a liguor option question. If he votes in a town
outside his representative district, he may not
vote for the office of Representative to the Leg-
islature. If he votes in a town outside his state
senatorial district, he may not vote for the of-
fice of State Senator. If he votes in a town out-
side his county, he may not vote for any county
cffice. The incoming election clerk shall mark a
line through the names cf the officers for which
he may not vote, add the letter "T" and initial
the outside cf the ballot.

Sec. 8. 21 MR3A §364, subk-§1, as amended by PL
1971, c. 622, §68=~E, is further amended to read:

1. ©Cath. "I, (name of challenged person), swear
that I am a registered and enrolled voter in this
voting districtsy and that I am a member of the party
holding this caucuss; eand hat I kHave net been en-
reried In ary ether party p £this mupiceipatiEy within
the iest 3 menths."

Sec. 9. 21 MRSA §444, as repealed and replaced
L

by PL 1977, c. 425, §1, is amended to read:
§444 . Oualification of candidate for primary nomina-
tion

E candidate for nomination by primary election
must become qualified by filing a primary petition
and consent as provided in sections 445 and 446. He
must be enrolled, on or before Zpril 1st, in the par-
ty named in the petition, ard must be eligzbie €@
£xle a petitien a5 & ceandidate fer RemzrnatieRn by pri-~
me¥ry eleegtien as previded 1 geetier 134, gubseeiien
3. The registrar in the candidate's municipality of
residence sha:t must certify to that fact upon the
petition.

Sec. 10. 21 MRSA §639, as enacted by PL 1973, c.
106, 1s repealed.
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Sec. 11. 21 MRSA §672, 5th 1, as amended by PL
1973, c. 782, §9, is further amended to read:

The registrar of voters or board of registration
will hold office hours while the polls are open to
correct any error in or change a name or address on
the voting list; to accept the registration of any
person eligible to vote and to accept applications
for new enrollments.

Page 6-L.D. 140
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STATEMENT OF FACT

The intent of this bill is reflected in 1its ti-
tle. The bill delays the enrollment of voters for 3
months from the date of application. Exceptions are
made to allow the immediate enrcllment of teenage
voters, voters who have recently moved into the State
and voters who enroll in newly-formed parties. This
bill would:

1. Prevent independent voters from filing as a
candidate for a party's nomination by primary elec-
tion at the last minute by requiring party candidates
to have applied for enrollment at least 3 months be-
fore the petition filing deadline. This parallels
the present restriction on party members who change
their enrollment and desire to run as a candidate for
their new party; and

2. Reduce the likelihood of indpendent voters
enrolling 1in a party solely to affect that party's
vote at a caucus or primary election by requiring
voters to apply for enroliment in a party at least 3
months before the caucus or primary. This parallels
the present restriction on party members who switch
enrollment and desire to vote in their new party's
caucus Oor primary.

This bill subjects independent and party candi-
dates and voters to the same restrictions upon their
ability to switch, withdraw from or participate in
political parties. This protects the integrity of
the political party process in the State while treat-
ing independent candidates and voters in the same
manner as party members.

000901C885
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