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(New Draft of $.P. 786, L.D. 2112)
(New Title)

SECOND REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 2408

S.P. 892 In Senate, March 30, 1984

Reported by Senator Violette of Aroostook from the Committee on
Judiciary. Printed under Joint Rule 2.

Original bill presented by Senator Diamond of Cumberland.
Cosponsored by Senator Pearson of Penobscot and Senator Twitchell of
Oxford.

JOY J. O’BRIEN, Secretary of the Senate

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR

AN ACT Requiring Proof of Financial
Responsibility for 2nd and Subsequent
Offenders Under the Drunk Driving Laws.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §782, sub-§1, as amended by PL
1977, c. 694, §509, is further amended to read:

1. Suspension of licenses. Upon receipt of an
abstract of the record in cases of conviction or ad-
judication of any person for a violation of any state
law relative to motor vehicles, the Secretary of
State, in his discretion, may forthwith, pursuant and
subject to chapter 17, suspend the license of the
person so convicted or adjudicated and the registra-
tion certificates and registration plates issued for
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any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer registered
in the name of such person unless and until such per-
son gives and thereafter maintains for a period of 3
years proof of his financial responsibility in the
limits of $20,000 each individual, 340,000 any one
accident resulting in injury or death to one or more
persons and $10,000 for damage to property of others.
Upon receipt of an attested copy of the court record
of a conviction or adjudication under section 1312-B,
1312~C or Title 15, section 3103, subsection 1, para-
graph F, when the person has been previously convict-
ed within a 6-year period of violating any of these
provisions or subsection 10 of former section 1312,
the Secretary of State shall not reinstate the
person's license, right to operate a motor vehicle or
right to apply for or obtain a license until the per-
son gives and thereafter maintains for a period of
3-years proof of his financial responsibility in the
limits provided in this subsection, provided that the
period of suspension shall in no case be less than
the original period of suspension imposed for the
conviction or adjudication. The Secretary of State
shall take action as reguired in this section upon
receiving proper evidence of any such conviction or
adjudication of any person in another state. The Sec-
retary of State may waive the requirement of filing
proof of financial responsibility at any time after 3
years from the date of request for compliance.

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §1312-D, sub-§9 is enacted to
read:

9. Proof of financial responsibility. In the
case of any person previously convicted of violating
subsection 10 of former section 1312; convicted of
violating section 1312-B; adjudicated guilty of vio-
lating section 1312-C; or convicted of violating Ti-
tle 15, section 3103, subsection 1, paragraph F,
within a 6-year period of the most recent conviction
or adjudication of any of these viclations, the Sec-
retary of State shall not reinstate that person's 1li-
cense, right to operate or right toc apply for or ob-
tain a license until that person has complied with
the financial responsibility provisions of section
782.
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Sec. 3. Allocation. The following funds are al-
located from the Highway Fund to carry out the pur-
poses of this Act.

1984-85
SECRETARY OF STATE,
DEPARTMENT OF
Motor Vehicles
Personal Services $32,996
All Other 5,594
Capital Expenditures 1,670
Total $4C, 260

FISCAL NOTE

Enactment of this new draft will increase Highway
Fund revenues in fiscal year 1984-85 by approximately
$36,000. This increase will arise from payments of
the $25 reinstatement fee by persons convicted or ad-
judicated guilty of a 2nd or subseguent drunk driving
viclation whose licenses are suspended for failure to
maintain financial responsibility.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This new draft replaces the entire bill. The
purpose of this new draft is to eliminate first of-
fenders of operating under the influence of intoxi-
cating liquor from the mandatory financial responsi-
bility reguirement. Only 2nd and subsequent offend-
ers convicted or adjudicated of operating under the
influence will be regquired to file proof of financial
responsibility as a condition of license reinstate-
ment.

This new draft alsc includes juvenile offenders
convicted of the crime of operating under the influ-
ence as amondg those who must provide proof of finan-
cial responsibility upon a 2nd or subsequent convic-
tion.

Finally, this new draft contains a section allo-
cating funds from the Highway Fund for the purposes
of this new financial responsibility program.
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