MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




0 -3 o un w» W N s

[@JNe)

11

12

13

14
15

16
18
19
21
22

23
24

(EMERGENCY)
(After Deadline)

SECOND REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE

Legisiative Document No. 2083

H.P. 1573 House of Representatives, February 15, 1984

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council
pursuant to Joint Rule 27.

Reference to the Committee on Education is suggested and ordered
printed.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative Davis of Monmouth.

Cosponsors: Speaker Martin of Eagle Lake, Senator Conley of
Cumberland and Senator Dow of Kennebec.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR

AN ACT Relating to Eligibility for
Interscholastic Secondary School Athletics.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legis-
lature do not become effective until 90 days after
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, on Tuesday, February 7, 1984, the Maine
Secondary School Principals' Association rejected a
student's appeal to waive section 2-E of the associa-
tion's eligibility rules; and

Whereas, without this waiver, the student, who is
otherwise eligible and who has completed the entire
regular season, will be arbitrarily and capriciously
denied the opportunity to participate in post-season
play after reaching 20 years of age on February 23,
1984; and
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Whereas, the Legislature finds this action of the
Maine Secondary School Principals' Association to be
unnecessary and unfair; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preser-
vation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

20-A MRSA §4407 is enacted to read:

§4407. Interscholastic athletics

A pupil shall be eligible to participate in any
interscholastic secondary school athletic contest who
is under 20 vears of age at the time of participation
or who is under 20 years of age at the end of the
regular season and who is otherwise eligible under
the eligibility rules adopted by the Maine Secondary
School Principals' Association.

Emergency <clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this Act shall take effect
when approved.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The Maine Secondary School Principals' Associa-
tion has prohibited a basketball player, who has com-
pleted an entire regular season and who is otherwise
eligible, from participating in post-season play af-
ter reaching his 20th year on February 23, 1984. This
bill permits students who are otherwise eligible and
who are under 20 years of age at the end of the regu-
lar season to participate in post-season tournaments.
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