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FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE 
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Referred to the Committee on Judiciary. Sent up for concurrence and 
ordered printed. 

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative Small of Bath. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE 

AN ACT Concerning Grandparents' 
Visitation Rights. 

20 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
21 follows: 

22 19 MRSA §222 is enacted to read: 

23 §222. Grandparents' visitation rights 

24 Whenever any of the following situations have 
25 occurred, the maternal or paternal grandparents of a 
26 minor child or children may petition the District 
27 Court for visitation rights: 

28 1. Divorce. The parents of the child or chil-
29 dren are divorced; 

30 2. Dissolution of marriage. A petition for the 
31 dissolution of the marriage has been filed by one of 
32 the parents of the child or children; 



1 3. Death. The parent of the child or children 
2 has died and the deceased parent is the child of the 
3 petitioning grandparents; or 

4 4. Foster care. The child or children have been 
5 placed in a foster home. 

6 The court may grant reasonable visitation rights 
7 to the grandparents only if the visitation is in the 
8 best interests of the child or children and may issue 
9 all necessary orders to enforce those visitation 

10 rights. 

11 STATEMENT OF FACT 

12 The purpose of this bill is to allow the rela-
13 tionship between grandparent and grandchild to con-
14 tinue after divorce or death of the child's parent. 
15 This bill asks the court to consider the emotional 
16 benefits of allowing the grandchild to keep in con-
17 tact with his grandparents in deciding the best 
18 interests of the child. 
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