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FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 995 

H.P.764 House of Representatives, March 3, 1983 

On Motion of Representative Carroll of Limerick referred to the Commit­
tee on Transportation. Sent up for concurrence and ordered printed. 

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Representative MacBride of Presque Isle. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE 

AN ACT to Regulate the Use of Child 
Restraint in Motor Vehicles. 

20 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
21 follows: 

22 29 MRSA §1368-B, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 405, 
23 is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

24 §1368-B. Use of child restraint devices 

25 1. Children under one year of age. When a child 
26 under the age of one year is a passenger in a motor 
27 vehicle, which is required by the United States 
28 Department of Transportation to be equipped with seat 
29 belts, the operator of the motor vehicle shall have 
30 the child properly secured in a child safety seat 
31 that meets the requirements set out in 49 Code of 
32 Federal Regulations, Part 571. 



1 2. Children one to 4 years of age. When a child 
2 one year of age or older, but less than 4 years of 
3 age, is a passenger in a motor vehicle, which is re-
4 guired by the United States Department of Transporta-
5 tion to be equipped with seat belts, the operator of 
6 the motor vehicle shall have the child properly 
7 secured in a seat belt or in a child safety seat that 
8 meets the requirements set out in 49 Code of Federal 
9 Regulations, Part 571. 

10 3. Warnings. Any person stopped for a violation 
11 of this section, during the initial 6 months after 
12 this section takes effect, shall be issued a warning 
13 that a violation of this section has occurred. After 
14 the initial 6-month period, a violation of this 
15 section is a civil violation for which a forfeiture 
16 of $10 is adjudged. 

17 4. Failure to secure child; use as evi-
18 dence. Failure to secure a child, in accordance with 
19 this section, may not be considered negligence 
20 imputable to the child, nor may that failure be 
21 admissible as evidence in any civil or criminal ac-
22 tion. 

23 STATEMENT OF FACT 

24 The purpose of this bill is to require the use of 
25 seat belts or child safety seats for children under 4 
26 years of age who are passengers in motor vehicles 
27 equipped with seat belts. 
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