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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 738

H.P. 594 House of Representatives, February 14, 1983

Speaker laid before the House and on Motion of Representative Carter of
Winslow, referred to the Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs.
Sent up for concurrence and ordered printed.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative Brannigan of Portland.
Cosponsor: Senator Najarian of Cumberland.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE

AN ACT to Clarify the Law Regarding
Repayment of State Capitation Payment for
Postgraduate Education in Medicine.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §11803, sub-§3 is enacted to
read:

3. Voluntary Armed Forces' service. Notwith-
standing the terms of an agreement entered into under
subsection 1, or under previously enacted versions of
that subsection, state contract students commencing
their professional education between September 1,
1977, and June 30, 1981, shall be entitled to a
deferment on their obligations under this section
during the period they are voluntarily enlisted in
the Armed Forces, for up to a maximum of 3 years. To
be eligible for this deferment the individual shall




OOV W

=
HOWO-

12

enlist in the Armed Forces within one year following
his successful completion of his professional educa-
tion. The deferment created by this subsection is in
lieu o0f, not in addition to, a deferment for obli-
gated Armed Forces' service under subsection 1, para-

graph B.

Sec. 2. Transition provisions. All payments
made to the State prior to the effective date of this
Act, which would have been subject to deferment under
this Act wupon request of the individual making the
payments, shall be reimbursed to that individual.

STATEMENT OF FACT
Present Maine law provides that the State may

secure positions for Maine students at medical educa-
tional facilities 1in other states. Upon conclusion

of their professional educations, the students are
obligated to repay the State for the <costs of
securing these positions, i.e., the "state capitation
payment."

For state contract students commencing their
educations under this program between September 1,
1977, and June 30, 1981, the law provides that these
repayments may be deferred pending their completion
of "obligated public health service and Armed Forces'
service." While the legislative intent was to
include only such military service as was obligatory,
some covered students have voluntarily enlisted in
military service in the belief that repayment would
be thereby deferred. For those students, military
service represents an opportunity to accumulate the
necessary funds with which to eventually set up prac-
tice in Maine.

This bill encourages providers of primary medical

care, e.g., dgeneral dentists, to return to Maine to
practice after voluntary military service. Present
law, by contrast, gives greater incentive to

providers of nonprimary care, e.g., specialists such
as orthodontists and periodontists, for which ser-
vices there may be a lesser need in Maine.
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