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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE

Legisiative Document No. 578

H.P. 481 House of Representatives, February 7, 1983

Received by the Clerk of the House on February 7, 1983. Referred to the
Committee on Judiciary and ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 14.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative Nelson of Portland.
Cosponsor: Representative Soule of Westport.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE

AN ACT Concerning the Admissibility in
Criminal Proceedings of Statements by Minors
Describing Sexual Contact.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

15 MRSA §1205 is enacted to read:

§1205. Statements by minors describing sexual con-
tact admissible in criminal proceedings

1. Statements by minors desbribing sexual act or
sexual contact admissible in criminal proceedings. A
statement made by a minor who has not attained his
10th birthday describing any sexual intercourse,
sexual act or sexual contact performed with or on the
minor by another, not otherwise admissible by statute
or court rule, is admissible in evidence in criminal
proceedings in the courts of this State if:
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A. The court finds, in a hearing conducted out-
side the presence of the jury, that the time,
content and circumstances of the statement pro-
vide sufficient indicia of reliability; and

B. The minor either:

(1) Testifies at the proceedings; or

(2) 1Is unavailable as a witness, provided
that, when the minor is unavailable as a
witness, the statement may be admitted only
if there 1is corroborative evidence of the
act.

2. Notice to adverse party. A statement may not
be admitted under this section, unless the proponent
of the statement makes known to the adverse party his
intention to offer the statement and the particulars
of the statement sufficiently in advance of the pro-
ceedings to provide the adverse party with a fair
opportunity to prepare to meet the statement.

STATEMENT OF FACT
The purpose of this bill is to permit statements
made by children, under 10 years of age, concerning
sexual contact to be admitted into evidence in crimi-
nal proceedings.
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