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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE

Legisiative Document No. 534

H.P. 441 House of Representatives, February 2, 1983

Received by the Clerk of the House on February 2, 1983. Referred to the
Committee on Judiciary, and ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 14.

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

Presented by Representative Hobbins of Saco.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THREE

AN ACT Relating to the Statute of
Limitations for the Probate of Estates under
the Maine Probate Code.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

18-A MRSA §3-108, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 540,
§1, is amended to read:

§3~-108. Probate, testacy and appointment proceed-

ings; ultimate time limit

No informal probate or appointment proceeding or
formal testacy or appointment proceeding, other than
a proceeding to probate a will previously probated at
the testator's domicile and appointment proceedings
relating to an estate in which there has been a prior
appointment, may be commenced more than 3 20 years
after the decedent's deaths; exeept ¢33} +f a previeus
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preececeding was dismissed beeause ef deubt abeut £he
faet of the deecedentls death; apprepriate prebate;
appeintment erx testaey proeceedings may be maintained
at any time thereafter upen a £inding that the dece-
dentls demth eeceurred prier ke the initiatien ef the
previeus preeeeding eand the appiieant er petitiener
has ret delayed urduiy in initiating £he subsegquent
preeceedings (23 apprepriate prebkate; appeointment er
testaey proceedings may be maintained in relektien %o
the estate ef an absents; diseppeared eor missing
persen £fer whese estate a eerservater kas been
appeinted; at any time within 3 years after the een-
servater beecomes able te establish the death ef £he
protected persens and (33 a preeceding £te eentest an
infermatty prebated wiil and te seecure appeintment ef
the persen with tegal priexrity feor appeintment in %the
event the eentest s Sueecessful; may be ecommenced
within the later ef 12 menrths from the inferma:r pre-
bate e¥ 3 years £rem the deeedentls death: TFhese
timitatiens de net appiy €te proececedings Ee eonsErue
prebated wiitls er determine heirs ef an intestate- In
eases upder (13 eor ¢2y abeve; the date eon whieh =a
testaey e¥ eappeointment preceeding s preperiy eom-
mereed shall be deemed £o be the date of the deece-
dentls death for purpeses ef ether limitatiens previ-
siens ef £this Cede whieh relate e the date of death.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill amends the statute of limitations for
the probate of an estate from 3 years to 20 years.

1897012083

Page 2-L..D. 534





