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1 L.D. 182

2 STATE OF MAINE
3 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (Filing No. H-23)
4 111TH LEGISLATURE
5 FIRST REGULAR SESSION
6 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " /% " to H.P. 157,
7 L.D. 182, Bill, "AN ACT to Require the Use of
8 Generic Drugs in the Low-cost Drug Program for the
9 Elderly."
10
11 Amend the bill by striking out everything after
12 the enacting clause and inserting in its place the
13 following:
14 '22 MRSA §254, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1975, c.
15 619, §1, is repealed and the following enacted in its
16 place:
17 4. Method of prescribing or ordering drugs. The
18 method of prescribing or ordering these drugs which
19 may include, but not be limited to, the use of stan-
20 dard prescription refill sizes so as to minimize
21 operational costs. Unless the prescribing physician
22 indicates otherwise, the use of g2neric or chemically
23 equivalent drugs shall be required, provided that
24 these drugs are of the same quality and have the same
25 mode of delivery as 1is provided to the general
26 public, consistent with good pharmaceutical prac-
27 tice;'’
28 STATEMENT OF FACT
29 This amendment modifies the language in the bill
30 by incorporating specifications which are currently
31 in the Department of Human Services' regulations for
32 this program. The regulations specify that the drugs
33 be of the same quality and mode of delivery as other
34 drugs provided to the public. The phrase "consistent
35 with good pharmaceutical practice" allows the pharma-
36 cist to exercise professional judgment.
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