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(After Deadline)
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 2040

H. P. 2121 House of Representatives, March 1, 1982
Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council
pursuant to Joint Rule 27.
Referred to the Committee on Judiciary. Sent up for concurrence
and ordered printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk
Presented by Representtive Baker of Portland.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO

AN ACT to Eliminate Discrimination in
Cases of Prostitution.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA §851, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:

1-A. "Engages a prostitute” means providing or agree-
ing to provide, either to the person whose prostitution is
sought or to a 3rd person, pecuniary benefit in return for

sexual intercourse or a sexual act as defined in section
251;

Sec. 2. 17-A MRSA §853-B is enacted to read:

§853-B. Engaging a prostitute

1. A person is guilty of engaging a prostitute if he
engages a prostitute within the meaning of section 851, sub-
section 1-A.
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2. Engaging a prostitute is a Class E crime, except
that it is subject only to the penalties provided in section
1301.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill will impose a penalty on clients of pros-
titutes similar to that imposed upon the prostitute under
current law. This will aid law enforcement efforts in the

area of prostitution by discouraging some people from
seeking the services of prostitutes.

in addition, it will diminish the number of incidents
of would-be customers of prostitutes making indecent propos-
als to citizens who are not prostitutes.

The offense created by this bill is the actual agree-
ment to engage in sexual activities with a prostitute. A
mere offer, suggestion or other casual conservation by the
customer will not be a violation.
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