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SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

3 
4 

ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH LEGISLATURE 

5 
6 

7 
8 

Legislative Document No. 1828 

9 H. P. 1847 House of Representatives, January 13, 1982 
Filed under Joint Rule 18 pursuant to Joint Order H. P. 1629 and 

1,600 ordered printed. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

10 

11 

12 STATE OF MAINE 
13 

14 IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
15 NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO 
16 

17 AN ACT to Regulate the Sound Level of Entertainment on 
18 Premises Licensed to Sell Liquor. 
19 

20 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

21 28 MRSA §855 is enacted to read: 

22 §855. Sound level of entertainment 

23 1 . Defi n ition. For pu rposes of th is section "sou nd 
24 level" means the weighted sound pressu re level obtained by 
25 the use of a sound level meter with A-weighting, as speci-
26 fied in American National Standards I nstitute specifications 
27 for sound level meters, American National Standards Insti-
28 tute S1.4 - 1971, or the latest approved revision. 



1 2. Restriction; notice. No licensee for the sale of 
2 liquor to be consumed on licensed premises may operate or 
3 play or permit the operation or playing of any radio, tele-
4 vision, phonograph, jukebox, drum, musical instrument, sound 
5 amplifier or similar device which produces, reproduces or 
6 amplifies sound at a sound level greater than 95 dB(A) as 
7 read by the slow response on a sound level meter at any 
8 point that is normally occupied by a customer. If sound 
9 levels do not exceed 95 dB(A) but are greater than 85 dB(A), 

10 when so measured, the licensee shall post a conspicuous and 
11 legible sign outside the premises, near each public 
12 entrance, stating: "WARN I NG: SOUND LEVELS WITH I N MAY 
13 CAUSE PERMANENT HEARING IMPAIRMENT. " 

14 STATEMENT OF FACT 

15 The purpose of this bill, based in part upon an Envi-
16 ronmental Protection Agency ·model community noise control 
17 ordinance, is to limit the levels of sound in licensed estab-
18 lishments. 

19 Excessive noise levels can lead to permanent hearing 
20 impairment, quickened pulse rate, increased blood pressure 
21 and narrowing of blood vessels, according to federal govern-
22 ment pUblications. 

23 Occupational noise exposure is largely governed by the 
24 Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration, OSHA, 
25 and compensated under the State Occupational Disease Law. 
26 Current Occupational Safety and Health Administration regu-
27 lations call for mandatory hearing conservation programs 
28 where covered workers are subjected to noise levels in 
29 excess of 90 dB(A). By comparison, normal conversation 
30 registers about 65 dB (A) and a power saw registers about 110 
31 dB(A). 

32 This bill addresses part of the gap in present law, 
33 that of nonoccupational noise exposu reo Music in a licensed 
34 establishment may exceed 110 dB(A) levels, with people work-
35 ing or relaxing in the area for periods of several hours. 
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