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L.D. 1576

STATE OF MAINE (Filing No. $-219)
SENATE

110TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR.SESSION
SENATE AMENDMENT" B " to H.P. 1411, L.D. 1576, Bill,

"AN ACT Relating to Periodic Justification of Departments

and Agencies of State Government under the Maine Sunset Law."

Amend the Bill by inserting after section 91 the following:

'Sec. 92. 29 MRSA §106, 2nd sentence, as repealed and
replaced by PL 1979, c. 664, is amonded to read: .
On and after February lst, it is lawful to use and display

on such vehicles the-number-plates a registration plate or

a suitable devices device in lieu thereof issued for the
registration year.

Sec. 95! 29 MRSA §106, sub-63, as repealed and replaced

by PL 1979, c. 664, is amended o read:

3. Number plates. Numher-plates A number plate or a

suitable device in lieu thereof Furnished for the next registration
period for automobiles, motor trucks and truck tractors may be
displayed on the first day of the month in which the current
registration expires.

Sec.?% 29 MRSA §110, first 2 sentences are amended to

read:
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The Secretary of State shall furnish a sujtable number
piatesy-seaits plate, seal and other distinguishing ﬁarks, without
charge, to every person except dealers, manufacturers and holders
of transporter registration plates whose vehicle is registered
under this Title. Such-piates/giggg shall be of a distinctly
different color or shade each year and shall be in such form as
the Secretary of State may dctermine; and shall bear the numerals
of the year of issue or the last 2 numcrals of said year, the
word "Maine" or the abbreviation "Me." in letters not less than
3/4 inch in height, and on plates issuéd for passenger vehicles
for private use, hire cars and trucks, there shall be placed at

the bottom thereof in letters not less than 3/4 inch in

hcight the word "Vacationland."
Sec. ©5, 29 MRSA §110, 2nd 1, first sentence is amended to

read:
Notwithstanding other provisions of law, the Secretary of
State may provide and issue a suitable device in lieu of a new

registration number piates plate for any calendar year.
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. gec. P6b- 29 MRSA §117, as cnacted by PL 1967, c. 41,

is amended to read:

§117. Registration for members of Armed Forces returning from

overseas duty

The provisions of this Title relative to the registration
of motor vehicles and the display of a number piates plate shall
not apply to motor vchicles having registrations and displaying
plates issued Ly the Armed Forces of the United States in
foreign countries for vehicles owned by military or naval
personnel, but said exemption shall be valid only for a period
of 45 days after the owner therecof has returned to the United
States.

Sec, ?7' 29 MRSA §152, first sentence, as amended by PL 1979,

c. 439, §7, is further amended to read:

Whoever transfers the ownership or discontinues the use of
a registered motor vehicle, trailer or sumit}ai]or and applies
to thé Secretary of State for registration of another motor
vehicle, trailer or semitrailer in the same registration year
shall be entitled to a certificate of registration permitting the
ﬁse.of a number piates plate of the proper class of registration
therecn upon payment of a tronsfer fee of $8, provided the fee is

the same a2 that of the former vehicle.
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Sec. 757 29 MRSA §154, as last amended by PL 1977, c. 481,

§%-8, is further amended to read:

§154. Unused plate

The owner, or the surviving spousc, who returns a number
plates plate with an affidavit that they-have it has never been
used and the Secretary of Statc is satisfied that the number
pietes-have plate has never been uscd, shall be refunded the
registration fee paid if such piates-are plate is returned within
120 days of the date of purchase.

Sec. 99? 29 MRSA §191, sub-§1, first ¥, last sentence, as

enacted by PL 1977, c. 481, §6, is amended to read:
These deposit feces shall not be applied as part payment of the

registration fece when piates-are a plate is i{ssued.

Sec. /00, 29 MRSA §192, as last amended by PL 1975,

) .c. 589, §5, is further amended to read:

§192., Initial plates

The Secretary of State is authorized to design and to
issue, under such regulations as he shall deem nppgbpriate, an
initial type registration piates plate or combination of ilnitials
and numeric type registration piates plate to be used on
passenger motor vehicles or motor vehicles of the station wagon
type or pickup trucks or motorcycles or camper vehicles in lieu
of other numeric type registration plates. Guch—piaten/%ﬁggg
shall be of such design and shall bear such letters or letters

and numbers as the Sccretary of State shall prescribe, but there

shall be no duplication of identification,



SENATE AMENDMENT" B " to H.P. 1411, L.D. 1576

-5~

(Filing No. §-219)

The registration p!ates plate 50 provided shall he 1ssued
only upon application thercfor, and upon payment of an anpnual
service fee of $10. The service fee is te be in a&dition to
the regular motor vehicle registration fec as prcsc;ibed by law
foi'the particuiar vehiele. The amount received for sucﬁ service
fee shall be credited to thc-GehoraL-Highway Fund and there shall
be allocated annuaily from the -Gencral Hiqhﬁay Fund a sum

nu!ticient to defray the cost of this program.

Applicat1on for a registration piates plate as prescribed
ebove, pertaining to owners of pagsenqer'vehicles or motor vehicles
of the atation wagon type or pickup trucks or motorcycles or
camé:}r vehicles who are residents of this State and who own an
unrevoked and unuxplrod o£f1c1a1 amntour radlo station license
igsued by the Federal Communxcatlonq (omm15310n, except those
licensed as novices by the Federal Communications Commission, shall

be accompanied by a notarized proof of ownership of such amateur

radio statior license. Registration-piates A registration plate

issued under this paragraph shall be inscribed with the official
amateur radio call letters of such  applicant as assigned by the
Federal Communiéations Commission;

Application for a new registration plates plate shall be
received in the office of the Sccretary of State. The
Secretary of State may issue a fac imile plate for a 15-day
period during the period of production of the semi-permanent plate.

The facaimile plate shall be attached to the rear plate bracket.
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Sec. /0/ 29 MRSA §193, as last amended by PL 1977, c. 78,

§166, is further amended to read:

§183. State officials

The Secrctary of State shall, upon payment of the fees
required in scctions 109 and 242, subscction 1, paragraph A and
application thecrefor, by Maine Members of the United States
Senate, Mainc Members of the United States louse of Representatives,
Members of the Legislature, Representatives of the Indian Tribes
at the Legislature, President of the Senate, Speaker of the
House, Secrctary of the Senate and Clerk of the House, issue one
pair-of specially designed number piates plate for one designated
motor vehicle owned or controlled by cach of the offliclials named.
Upon request by a Maine Member of the United States Bcnaic or by

a Naine Member of the United States House of Represontltivcl; the
Secretary of State shall issue an additional patr-eof specially

designed number piates plate for a 2nd designated motor vehicle
owned or controlled by that member. Such specially designed

piates plate and their its accompanying registration certificate
shall be issucd to, and used by, the named officials in lieu of

the regular piates plate and registration provided for in section 110
at the option of the named officials. TIf any of the named

officials shall choose to apply for a motor vehicle registration

and pietes platc as prescribed in section 110, and also request

in addition to the regular registration and piates plate, that

he or she be issucd an additional set-of specially designed piates
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plate together with their its accompanying certificates of
registration, the Secretary of Statc shall upon receipt of
application and the payment of a fec of §2 1s§ue such special
piates plate and registration certificate for such motor vehicle
that is currently registered and assigned a regular registration,
piates plate. Any specially designed number piates plate issued
to any of the named cfficials shall be valid only during the term
of office for which the registrant is elected. 1In case the '
office is for any cuase vacated during said term, such special
number piates plate and registration certificate shall be immediatel)
surrendered to the Secretary of State. ' '
The color, shape, size, lettering and numbering of the

special piates plate shall be determined by the Secretary of

| State, eicept the pietes plate issucd Lo'Membgfsiof thevﬂouse
of Representatives, other than the Spoakef éf the House, shall
bear the numbcer 6f the éeaﬁ assigned to such!member, and except
the plates plate issued to the Members o("the Senate, except
the President of the Scnate, shall bhear the nuﬁber of the

Senatorial District which the resprctive Senators represent.
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Sec. 7A2. 29 MRSA §246, 5th 9§, } sentence is amended to

read:

The Secretary of State shall issuc-a registration plate
er-piates 30 designed that a farm motor truck registered under
this section may be distinguiéhed from commercial vehicles

otherwise registered under this section.

Sec./¢3. 29 MRSA §251, last 4 is amended to read:

, Any veteran who has lost both lecys or the use of both 'legs
and who has registered his motor vchicle without the payment of
a fee as provided in this section upon cortifiéation by the
Vete;ans Administration shall be issucd a special designating

~ piates plate to be used in addition to the regular registration
plates plate. Such a designating pintes plate shall be issued
by the Secretary of State and shall bear the words "Disabled

’ Veteran."

Sec. /0¥ 29 ms;\ §252, first sentence, as amended by PL 1979,

c. 74, is further amgndnd to read:

'>On annual application to the Secretary of State, with tﬁe
payment of‘Sl any hérdicappod person or the spouse, parents or
legal guardxan of a hdndlcapped pereon wha has reglstered a motor
vohicle“al_:he.no:oruxehxcla of -principal use by.the handicapped

person shall be ISSULd a set-of spoecial designating piates plate

to bg used in place of the regular registration piates plate or
placard to be fixed to the sun visor of a motor vohlclc.tiqlltlrci

by such a person.
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‘See, Aa5f29 MRSA §252, next to last ¢, first sentence,

as amendeéd by PL 1977, c. 194, §2, is further amended to read:
Any person other than a handicapped person or the spouse of
a handicapped person issued a set-ef special designating piatés
plate or placard under this sectionishall be subject td a $100
fine for use of the special designatinq'p}ateﬁ plate or placard.

Sec. /pp. 29 MRSA §252, next to last Y, last sentence, ag™ =~

amended by PL 1975, ¢. 16, §3, is further amended to read:

Thc special de51gnat1ng piates Elate or placard shall be suspended
if improper use is permitted. ‘

SecJO? 29 MRSA §252, last u,_a, cnacted by PL 1975,

c. 15, §4, is amended to read

?hese The "pecxal de51gnaL1ng piates plate shall bear the
Interna;xonal Sympol, easily rccognizable ap a distance, which
indicates that the vehicle is owned by a handicapped éer§on.

Sec. /0§ 29 MRSA §252-A, as cnacted by PL 1979, c. 371, S1,

is amended to read:

§252-A. Disabled veterans; special ffge license plate

The Secretary of Statec on application and upon evidence of
pé:}ment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482
shall issue a registration certificate and see-of a special

designating piastes plate to be used in lieu of a regular
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registration piates plate to any 100y d{?!blfd Ve#??lQVVh° lcrvcg,ﬁk
in the United States Armed Forces in-a combat zone at any time
during his tenure of service whcnvthat'application is accompanied
by certification from the Veterans Administration as to the
veteran's disability and receipt.of 100% service-connected
b;$c£its and a copy of_thé appropriate military form certifying
combat duty service.

Fhese The specxsl desxgratlng piates EléEE shall bear the
International Symbol, easxl) rocognlznble at a dxstance,>and the

letters VET whlch indicates that Lhe vehicle is owned by a dzsabled

_veteran. - . oo
Sec. /(9 29 MRSA §253, first Y is amended to read:

The Secretary of State on applicdtién sﬁéllﬂiséﬁe; Qithout
the payment of any fee, a regis stration certificate and regxstratlon
piates plate for a motorized invalid chair owned andsbpéfatéd by
any invalid person when such application’is accompanied by the
certlflcatlon of at lcast 2 phyql(nnnt'n ‘to such pcrson sﬂ

physical incapacity. : PSR

Sec. /A 29 MRSA SZSQLVﬁQDiﬁ%L;fjjsl_gggﬁﬁggg, as amended

by PL 1977, c. 481, §9, is further am nded to read;:

All county, municipal, school and water ‘district vehicles

shall be registered with the ‘Secretary of State who shall furnish
& semipermancnt ptates platc for cach vehicle which shall expire

at the end of cach 10-yecar semipermancent plate program.
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Sec. //» ‘29 MRSA15256lfsub—S2} 3rd scntence, as enacted by

PL 1977, €. 142, is amended to read:
The platc er-piates shall be of a design determined by the
Sacretary of State.!

Further amend the Bill by inserting after section 94

the following:

' sec. //57 29 MRSA §381, first Y, 2nd sentence, is repealed
as foilows:
Not-more-than-ene-set-of-number -piates-shaii-be-dispiayed-
upen—any-veh&cie7—except-ﬂs-may-be-etherwise-pérmitteé—by

. awy

Sec. ///+ 29 MRSA §381, 3rd % is amended to read:

R TN ‘ . oo Ca . --the
In the case of all motor vehiclesi one/Tlumber plate

shall be attached to the-frent-and-the-other-to the rear Of
said the VChicic, so that the p%ﬂteé plate and the

tegistéred number thercon shall aluays be plainly visible.

In the case of trailers and semi-trailers, one sueh
!

plate shall be attached to the vear thercof and shall be
b . )
always plainly visible; except that/truck_tractor shall
, Each plate
display the plate on_the front. A)&-piatea/sﬁafq be kept

reasonably clean and the numbers legible,
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Sec. /7 29 MRSA §381, as last amcnded by PL 1971, c. 360,
§$21 and 22, is further amended by adding at the end a new
paragraph to rcad;

Commencing on October 1, 1981, only one number plate shall

be required for each motor vehicle and that plate shall be

displayed as set forth in this scction.

Sec., /787 29 MRSA §382, 2nd scntence, is amended to read:

Such temporary nﬁMbét'plate shail confoim to” the rcgistei number

plate and shall be displayed as nearly as possible as provided

in this Titlc for said regular number plate, and such person

shall wifhin 24 hours after such los: or mutilation give notice

thereof to thc Secretary of State and apply for a new number piates
V sgc.Jﬂ‘g 29 MRSA §382, 3rd sent&ngg, as liégiéi;nAdeby

PL 1975, ¢. 589, §17, is further amended to read:
Thereupon the Secretary of State, if satisfied of the truth of the
facts stated in the application, shall supply a new h@@ber ptates

plate upon payment of a fee of $5 for cach plate.
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 Sec../2p. 29 MRSA §382, last Y is n-pealed and the following

cnacted in its place:

1f the Secretary of State is unable to furnlsh lmmedzatelj to

any person entitied thereto agxnpléggwgr marker provided in this

Title, he may issue a temporary certificate with a temporary

Kl o

number plate, which certificate shal! be carried and that plate

shall be displayed upon that vohlvle “in. the same manner as

required for regular certificates and numhor plates. In casc

the plate is lost in transportation;'nhdfthe applicant:shall

certify in the affidavit that the platv has not heen received by

him and agrecs that if it 1‘¢~~«-)rvc01ved at some later date

to return it forthwith, the )uxrﬂtuty of State, aftor a thoroag;

investigation, may furnish the qppllrnnt with a 2nd Q}ate without

additional charqg;
Further amend the Bill by renumbering sections 92 to 146
to read consecutively.

R Further amend the Bill by striking out all of pPart C

and inserting in its place the following;»
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Allocations from thee . —litghway Fund. Tn order to provide
for expenditures of State Covernment and In ocder to {mplement the
recommenduations of the Joint Standing Commiztee on Audit aad Progra-
Revivew, the sums designated in the following tahulations
shall be segregated, apportioned and cxpended as designated in the
following schedule.

DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY ALLOCATINN FROM THE
HIGHWAY FYND
1981-82 2-8

Department of the Secretarv of State

Motor Vehicles
Unallocated (£139,463) {$150,334)

Eliminates the Social-Medical
Coordination Yrogram ($22,455
in the first year and $21,668
in the 2nd year) and pro-
vides for a reduction in allo-
cation due to elimination of
the 2nd license plate ($104,550)
and the transfer of the com-
mercial driving school program
to the Department of Business
Regulation effective January
1, 1982 ($12,458 in the first
year and $24,116 in the 2nd
year) .

Dopartment of Publiy Safety

Publie Safety - Motor Vehicle

n
In:sf§;i21tcd (328,168) (241,092)
“liminates 7 positions and sssoclated
funding for the motor vehicle inspecs
tion program which 1s traasferred to
the Division of Motor Vehicles.

State Pollce
Positions

Unallocated ( 99,731) ( 96,477)

Eliminates 4 positions and assoctiated
funding for the motor vehicle Iunspec-
tinn program which is transierred to
the Divisioun of Motor Vehicles.

( -4 ) { -4 )

)
TOTAL PART C - «————HIGHWAY FUND ($567,362) (§487,903)
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Fiscal Note

This amendment would result in a $104,500 savings to the

Highway Fund in each year of the biennium.

Statement of Fact

This amendment establishes a single license plate system
in Maine.

SPONSOR:

COUNTY: Aroostook

Reproduced and distributed pursuant to Senate Rule 11-A.

May 13, 1981 (Filing No. S-219)





