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STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

L.D. 1265 

109TH LEGISLATUHE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT"A"to S.P. 407, L.D. 1265, Bill, 

"AN ACT to Establish an Office of Deafness and Communications 

Disorders." 

Amend the bill in section 1 in that part designated "§3072." 

by striking out all of subsections 3, 4 and 5 and inserting in 

their place the following: 

I ~3"':' __ ..;;;C...;:o,-mm=u.=.;n...:i,-c:....ao:...::t..::i...:o:.:n..:;s=-...;:d:..:i:.:s:..o::c..::.r-=d:..:e:....r:..s",-,-. __ '~' Corr.mu n i cat i. 0 n s dis 0 r d e r s " 

means handicaps of receptive or expres3iv~ langua~~_including~ 

but not limited to, deafness, hearing imEairment, laryngectomy, 

_" ..... p.,oh,;";a;;:.s,;;,.;;;i...;:o'''','--s,;:,,...:t...:u;...t:...t;;.,e,;;.....r_i_n_gL-..!.,_a:....r_t=-i.c.c_u_l_a_t_i_o_n_--,-a"-'.-n c1 vo i c_e_d_l_' _s 0 r d e r s res u 1 t -

ins from either organic or .i.nor~ic caUS8S • 

.c.4.c.. __ D,;:"...:e'-a...:f=-,;;;o...;:r_d_e~a...:f;.:;n"-e:..s::c..::.s...:. __ "..::D-=e:....a::.;f=-..::o-=r'--d::.c..::..::a:.:f:.:n.=e. ss" mean s a he ar in 9 

handicap in which the sense of hearing is nonfunctional for the 

purpose of ordinary communication, 

::.5.;;,. __ H:,:..::c...:a:.:r:..l::.' ;.:n.,9,--l",' m:.:.:..;p.;;,a:.:i:....r:....m=e:.;,n:....t:::..:... __ ":.:H..:;e=a..::r.:i:..:n..:;92-.:i:.::.:mp,a 1. rme n t" mean s a he a r-

ing handicap in which the sense of hearing is defective, but 

still functional, with or without amplification. 

6. Statewide_registry. 

rent listing, developed in cooperation with various registries 

throughout the State, of those persons in the State who dre handl-

capped by deafness, a hearing impairment or other communications 

disorders, 
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Further amend the bill in section 1 by striking out 

all of that part designated "§3073." and inserting in its place 

the following: 

§3073. Powers and duties 

In order to provide services and information to the dea~L 

hearing impaired and those with communications disorders, th'= OfficE.! 

of Deafness and Communications Disorders, as <luthorized by the 
of the 

Director /Bureau of Rehabilitation, s)"lall have the power and ch:ty 

to work toward the following objectives: 

coordinate with agencies or community resources to provide ad-

vocac;t. for the rights of the deaf and hearing impaired and those 

with communications disorders in the areas of empl~ymen~_cdu~~~ 

~ion, legal aid, health care, social services, finance, hQusing 

effort in these areas; --_._----.--

2. Statewide registry. Maintain, coordinate and update 

a statewide registry of the deaf, hearing impaired and those 

with communications disorders as is developed in cooperation 



r 
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3. Information and referLal. Provide information and - ... --~~- - --- _ ... - . - .-

disordered persons on guestions related t<:).31~eir disors!r;S.L. 

4. Develop objectives. Develop a rrQIlosal wi th qo.~l~ 

wi thin a framewC!.r_~_J.ol~.g~.§!aJ:er:. coopera tion LInd coordj nat ion Llmon'J 

agencies and organizations now serving or having the potential 

~r~ered persons! 

governmental services for Maine residents who are deaf, hearing 

impaired or have conununications diso:ulers; LInd 

7. Reconunendations. Make reconunendations to the Governor, 
and 

the Joint Standing Committee on Health /~stitutional Services 

and the Legislature with respect to modi ficLltiol,s in existIng 

services, or establishment of additional services for the deLl[, 

hearing impaired and those with conununications disorders.' 
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Further amend the bill in section 1 by striking out 

all of that part designated "§3074." and inserting in its place 

the following: 

'§3074. Advisory board 

Bureau of Rehabilitdtion, an advisory board consistinq of 21 --ortJle-----· ----
members to be appointed Ly the Director/ Bureau of Rehabilita­

oftrie 
tion, in conjunction wi th the Director t..2.ffice of Deafness and 

Communications Disorders) and representin(J._.'"'1ually professional2..,­

consumers and the public. Members shall receive no compensation 

in the form of salary, but shall be reimbursed for their actual 

and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties 

for the bo.)rd. 
of the 

The Director /Bureau of Rehabilitation, in conjunction wi~~ 
of the 

the Director/ Offlce of Deafness and Co~nunications Disorders, 

not more than a 3-year- ~ term. The hoard shall meet at the 

call of the chair m~ but not les~; o! ten than 4 times durin't 

a calendar year. The chai rJ!lan .-'-;? may. t1(:.Legate;._~_r:..~cessarJ' '. 

duties to members _~o car~ut the f!-lnC: . .tLClll..::~..2L_r:he.?oarrl~· 
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Further amend the bill in section I in that part cl,'si('nat('c1 

"§3075." by striking out all o[ the [irsL LlIlU 2nJ pdragraphs 

and inserting in their place the following: 

of the 
\ d . The a v~sory board shall advise the Oil'ector I Bureau of Re-

of the 
habilitation and Director/-OJrrrce of Deafness and Communications 

Disorders and shall prepare an annuLlI report which shall be a pub­

lic document to the extent that it complies with section 3062. 

<0-. "--'-"'--' The report shall include, but not be limi ted to: ' 

Further amend the bill in section I by inserting at the 

end the following: 

of t:1C 
I § 3076. Director; Office of Deafness 'lnd __ ~ommunic.ations ~isord(:;'s 

of the 
1. Director. The Director; Bureau of Hchabili tation she,ll 

of the 
appoint a Director; Office of lJeafne_~~_9-_n'~ Communications 1!.isordcr.:'" 

who shall be responsible for administerin:l. the .Of!..~ce of Dc.aflic·~,o; 

and Communications Disorders and its-.£~:.~.SL!:'~s ~l!1d policie~.Jn­

eluding generating and seeking.~ut f~I!-,~nc.~:::..~~.i~.!...-'l!an~n..::J 

moneys. 

2. Qualifications of the Director Office of Deafness and 

Communications Disorders and staff. ~ 

Q~. 
JJBoth the Director IOffice of Deafness and CommunicatioIl..:2 . ..E.L.-:. 

orders and staff shall be knowlC'dge~E.~'J[_.t:..h~_need~th0_.c.o~-:­

municatively disorde'red
J 

hearing impai.l"'..'.ci_ ilnrl rk"f and P(JSS(:~;s the. 

ability to communicate on a meaningful bcJsis with those hancJir:":pl:'~.(~ 

persons. I 
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Further amend the bill by striking out all of section 2 

and inserting in its place the following: 

'Sec. 2. Appropriation. The following funds shall be 

appropriated from the General Fund to carry out the purposes 

of this Act. 

HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF 

Bureau of Rehabilitation 

positions 

Personal Services 

All Other 

Capital Expenditures 

TOTAL 
of the 

The Director / Bureau of Rehabilitation 
is authorized to seek and receive funds 
or personal property from the Federal 
Government and private sources in order 
to carry out the purposes of this Act. i 

1979-80 

( 4) 

$35,3% 

6,900 

6,735 

$49,031 

1980-81 

(4 ) 

$49,554 

8,700 

$58,254 
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Statement of Fact 

This amendment slightly modifies the nefinition~ section of 

the bill, removes the requirement that the office provide assis-

tatlce to community agencies, changes information and referral 

services to ones which will serve the deaf rather than the pub-

lic, eliminates the section on needs and requires that rec­
and 

ommendations also be made to the Health / Institutional Services 

Committee. Community service centers are to be studied, not establish,. 

In the sections relating to th€, adv:Lsory board, their num;Jer 

is increased to 21, representing 3 different groups; other Inn-

lage is eliminated. The amendment <luds n new section, setting 

out the duties and quali fications of the 1/1 rector of the office 

and his staff. 

The appropriation is c1~rified to reflect a 2-year appro-

priation; the 1st year is 75% of the 2111: bL:c"u~p the bill 'lii.ll 

not be effective until Octobc~. 

Reported by the Majority of the Committee o~ Health and 
Institutional Services. 

Reproduced and distributed pursuant to Senate R~le ll-A. 

May 30, 1979 (Filing No. S-260) 




