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STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

109TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

L.D. 977 

(Filing No. H-S15) 

COMMITTEE A.J.'1ENDMENT "A" to H.P. 775, L.D. 977, Bill, "AN 

ACT Relating to License Fees for Dogs." 

Amend the Bill by striking out everything after the enact-

clause and inserting in its place the following: 
and 

'Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §3406, 2nd j"3"rd sentences, as last 

amended by PL 1969, c. 242,are further amended to read: 

Any licensed veterinarian, humane society or shelter accepting 

such a sick, stray, injured or abandoned dog shall keep the 

same for a period of 10 days and shall be entitled to receive 

from the State the sum of $1 .. 58 g.50 per day for such period 

or part thereof as they shall provide food and shelter, provided 

such licensed veterinarian, humane society or shelter shall 

ftee±:Ey n0t:~Jies the clerk of their respective municipality within 

24 hours after accepting such a dog, such notice to include a 

detailed description of the dog and the circumstances of its 
the 

finding. Upon the expiration of ~a:i::e./IO-days if the owner of the 

dog has not appeared to claim the same then sa±a the licensed 

veterinarian, humane society or shelter may give away, sell 

or otherwise humanely dispose of ~a:i::a the dog. 

Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §3406, 4th sentence, as enacted by PL 196~, 
c. 242, is amended to read: 

No dog shall leave any boardl'ng t'l l' agency un l lcensed by the 

person accepting sa:i::a the dog. 

Sec. 3. 7 MRSA §3451, 2~ragraphL_f_i~...:.s.!=_ 3_-.:~~r~t~,nc(,~;, ;1:; 

amended, are repealed and the following enacted in their pl~c~: 
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':J:"oducina \'O'J::O. All dogs s~311 ~e cG~sldere~ cacab~~ ~~ 

. . . as' :":'C(:"' .. ~~~ __ 

rrl,J.d€- i.;.'=:~: : .... ----

young or by previouCl registration, lhc_Y~'n;cr h.:ls declured 

th9_~t.!l~ ~_ is incapable ~oduci!29....'y~~~When that certi­

ficate accompanies the application, a fee of $2.00 shall be 

o:p..::a:.:i::.:d~.::f..::o..::r,--e=a..::c:.:.h=--l=i..::c..::e:.:n.::s::..e::...:.._ . ..:I::..n=.:--..::a:.:d::..d::..::..i ..::t..::i..::o:.:n.:.-.::.:t 0 tile amo u n t pa i d for ,) 

license and tag, each appli can l shall pay the ci ty or town 

clerk $1 for recording and making a r~~.~n to the Commiss ioner 

of Agriculture, except that a license and tag shall be issued 

by the city or town clerk, upon application, for anLEaine<! 
trained 

guic1e dog owned or kept by a bl_i.~~j:'.~..£.~':J..I~_o.E......!or anY/liean~l 

under this section. 

"'- Sec. 4. 7 MRSA S3451, 9th ", first sent0.nce., as amended by 

PL 1975, c. 393, §2, is repealed and thp following enacted in its 

place: 

When the number of dogs over 6 months of age so kept does 

not exceed 10, the fee for the license shall be $15 and in acJdi-

tion $1 for each license as a fee for rcc0rding and making the 
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return required by law;_whe~he number ~)i ~?.'ls ove~~months _of 

age so kept exceeds 10, the fcc [or the 1 i.r.e:lse shall be ;, 30 an'; 

in addition $1 for each such license as a fcc for recording anJ 

making the return required by law. 

Sec. 5. 7 MRS A §3452, first sentence, as repealed and re­
§l, 

placed by PL 1977, c. 579, §C)/ is amended to read: 

The clerks of cities and towns shall issue the licenses, 

receive the money therefor and pay ~he-saffie each fee received 

for dogs capable of producing young and all money received for 

kennel, pet shop or boarding kennel license fees to the commissioner. 

Sec. 6. 7 MRSA §3452, 4th sentence, as enacted by PL 1977, 
§2, 

c. 579, §C,/ is amended to read: 

Such moneys reee±~e6 to be paid to the commissioner shall be 

paid into a s"eparate account to be established by the Treasurer 

of State to be used for salaries and other expenses incurred in 

the administration of this chapter. 

Sec. 7. 7 MRSA §3452, as last amended by PL 1977, c. 579, 
§§l 

§C,/ and 2, is further amended by adding at the end a new 

paragraph to read: 

All license fees received from dogs incapable of producing 

young shall be retained by the municipality. 

Sec. 8. 7 MRSA §3452-A is enacted to read: 

§3452-A. Animal control officer 

Each municipality shall have one or more animal control 

officers who shall be a person appointed by the municipality 
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whose duties shall be enforcement of sections 3454 to 3458 and 

3701 to 3704 and other duties to control animals as may be 

requirej by the municipality. 

Sec. 9. 7 MRSA §3452-B is enacted to read: 

§3452-B. Use of license fees retained by municipalities 

All fees retained by municipalities shall be kept in a 

separate account and shall be used for costs and salaries for 

animal control and enforcement of licensing laws or to support 

one or more approved humane society or shelter or municipal 

or regional shelter. All fees retained shall be kept in a 

separate account. Any money not expended for the purpose shall 

not lapse but shall be carried over to the next fiscal year. 

For the purposes of this section, animal control shall mean 

control of dogs, cats, small pets or undomesticated animals which 

may be a problem in the community and which are not controlled by 

any other statute. 

Sec. 10. 7 MRSA §3456, first sentence, as enacted by PL 
p, 

1973, c. 45, lS amended to read: 

Any police officer, sheriff, animal control officer, deputy 

sheriff, game warden or constable shall seize, impound or 

restrain any dog in violation of section 3455 and deliver such 

dog to any person or shelter authorized to board dogs by the 

Department of Agriculture under section 3406. 

Sec. 11. 7 MRSA §3702, as last amended by PL 1975, c. 391, 

§3, is further amended to read: 

§3702. Warrants; disposal 

The municipal officers of each municipality shall annually 
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between January 1st and April 30th issue a warrant, returnable 

on October 15th following, to one or more police officers, con-

stables efL sheriff or animal control officer, directing him 

or them to proceed forthwith to enter complaint and sumnons to 

court the owner or keeper of any unlicensed dog. The ~ri~ 

police officer, constable ef, sheriff or animal control officer 

shall, before entering such complaint and obtaining ~,rthe 
the 

sumnons, calIon the owner or keeper of s-e-i-d- ,dog and demand 

that he conform with the law and obtain a license from the clerk 

within 7 days from the day of demand, paying to the clerk in 

addition to the license fee, an officer's fee of $4, which the 
the 

clerk shall pay over to the officer, unless s-e-i-QL payrnen-t is 

otherwise provided for in the municipal ordinance or cha~ter. 

Sec. 12. 7 MRSA §3703, first sentence, as last amended 

by PL 1969, c. 91, §2, is further amended to read: 

Each police officer, constable efL sheriff or animal con-

trol officer, to whom the warrants named in section 3702 are 

issued shall return the same at the time specified. 

Sec. 13. 7 MRSA §3704, as repealed and replaced by PL 

1977, c. 696, §110, is amended to read: 

§3704. Official refusal or neglect of duty 

Any mayor, selectnnan, clerk, constable, police officer efL 

sheriff or animal control officer who refuses or intentionally 

fails to perform the duties imposed by sections 3402, 1403, 1451, 

3452, 3651 to 3653 and 3701 to 3703 commits a civil violation for 

which a forfeiture of not less than $10 nor more than $50, and 

costs, shall be adjudged.' 
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Fiscal Note 

This amendment will provide that appro~imately $80,000 of 

dog license fees will be retained by municipalities specifically 

for the purposes of animal control. The money will be allocated 

to municipalities according to the number of neutered and spayed 

dog licenses issued by the municipality. The amendment will also 

provide an additional $115,000 for the existing program of com-

pensation to animal shelters for maintcll~ncc of stray dogs. 

These funds will result from increased license fees. 

Statement of Fact 

This amendment increases dog licensing fees for unneutered 

mal~ dogs making it equal to the S5.50 fee for unspayed female 

dogs. The fee for spayed and neutered dogs is increased by Sot. 

This increaSe will permit the reimbursement for maintenance 

of stray dogs by approved shelters to be increased by $1. 

Municipalities will retain the fees for neutered and spayed 

dogs to use them specifically for animal control. Municipal 

clerks' fees have been increased from 50¢ to Sl. 

Reported by the Majority of the Committee on Agriculture 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the 
Clerk of the House. 
5/29/79 (Filing No. H-515) 


