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L.D. 959 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

l09TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

(Filing No. H-660) 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT'Pr'tO H.P. 753, L.D. 959, Bill, "AN ACT 

to Separate Ogunquit Village Corporation from the Town of Wells." 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 

clause and inserting in its place the following: 

'Sec. 1. Separation. All that section of the Town of Wells 

in the County of York now chartered and known as Ogunqui~ Village 

Corporation described as follows: Commencing at the southeasterly 

point of the boundary line between the Village of Ogunquit in the 

Town of Wells and the Town of York, at the Atlantic Ocean and 

extending northwesterly along the boundary line to the south branch 

of the Ogunquit River; thence by the Ogunquit River to the inter-

section of Stevens Brook with the Ogunquit River, thence south 

55 degrees east course to the Atlantic Ocean, thence by the Atlantic 

Ocean to the boundary line between the Village of Ogunquit in the 

Town of Wells and the Town of York and point of beginnincJ, together 

with the inhabitants thereof is hereby separated and set off from 

the Town of We"lls and incor~orated in~o a separate town by the name 

of Ogunquit; and the Town of Ogunquit is hereby invested with all 

the powers and privileges and subject to all the duties and ob-

ligations incident to other towns functioning under the general laws 

of the State. The adoption of this Act shall have no effect on any 

boundary dispute between Wells and Ogunquit. 

Sec. 2. Taxes. The inhabitants of the Town of Ogunquit shall 

be bound to pay all taxes which have been legally assessed upon them 

by the Town of Wells, and the collector of taxes for the Town of 
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Wells is hereby authorized and required to collect and pay over 

all taxes to him already committed according to his warrants. All 

moneys now in the treasury of the Town of Wells, excluding thosE~ 

moneys raised for Wells' noncommon costs, and gifts or grants, and 

all sums which shall hereafter be received from taxes heretofore 

assessed. shall be applied to the several purposes for which they 

were raised, excluding those sums raised for Wells' noncommon costs, 

and gifts or grants, and in case of any excess, the excess shall be 

apportioned to the Towns of Wells and Ogunquit in proportion to the 

valuation of the property and polls as made April 1, 1978, and the 

treasurer of the Town of Wells shall pay over to the treasurer of the 

Town of Ogunquit such sums as may be found due the Town of Ogunquit. 

The county commissioners of York county shall make the apportionment. 

Sec. 3. Division of property. All the property, real and 

personal, of the Town of Wells and of Ogunquit Village Corporation, 

excluding educational properties and property on which the Town of 

Wells has a tax lien or has taken property for the nonpayment of 

taxes, shall be the property of the town in which it is now located. 

Sec. 4. First town meeting. After the effective date of this 

Act and after approval of the same by the voters of Ogunquit Village 

Corporation, any justice of the peace or notary public in the County 

of York may issue his warrant to any legal voter in the Town of 

Ogunquit, directing him to notify the inhabitants thereof to meet 

at a time and place specified in the warrant, giving at least 7 days' 

notice thereof, for the choice to town officers, and to transact 

such business as towns are authorized to do. 
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Sec. 5. Referendum Vote, This Act shall take effect 90 days atter the 
adjournment of the Legislature, for the purpose of permitting its 
submission to the legal voters of Ogunquit Village corporation at a special 
corporation election to be held prior to November 1, 1979 and warrants shall 
be issued for lilt, election j n the manner now provided by thc ch.:lrter [or the 
holding oftnese elections, notifying and warning the qualified voters of the 
corporation to vote on the .:lpproval or rejection of thi~ Act. 

The Corporation clerk of Ogunquit Village Corporation shall prepare the 
required ballots on which he shall reduce the subject matter of this A~t to 
the following question: 

"Shall the Ogunquit Village Corporation be separated from the Town 
kinder- of Wells as an incorporated JI'own and shall the Town of Ogunqui t 
carten join II. Community School jjistrict with the Town of Wells for grades 
- tu 12 I to be known as "Wells-Ogunquit Community School District" to 

sndre 100\ of the costs based upon each town's state valuati.on'?" 

The voters shall indicate by a cross or checkmark placed against the words "yes" 
or "no" their opinion of the same. 

This Act shall take effect for Ogunquit Village corporation upon its acceptance 
by a majority of the legal voters of the Corporation voting at the election. 
If the )2'0rporation approves this Act, the Act Shilll become effective July 1, 
1980. 
The results of the vote of the ,e:orporation shall be declared by the -d'verseer:; 
of the 'corporation and due certification thereof shall be filed by the clerk of 
the corporation with the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 6. Education. Subsequent to approvill of Section 5, oil refe[l'n-
dum vote Shall be called in the manner now provide<1 by)rt'-llllte fur lec);)l votc,,-s 
of the Town of Wells excluding those resident of the Ogunquit VilloJ<Je Corpora
tion to be held at the time a"cl place as the state general election of 
November 6, 1979, to vote on the following question: 

" kinderga+ten to 12 -
Shall the town of Wells Jo~n a _C'ommuni ty School ,District with the To\-m 

of Ogunquit for grades -; to be known as "Wells-Ogunqui t Communi ty 
School District" to share 100% of the costs based upon each town's 
state valuation'?" 

The following is to be included on the referendum ballot: 

"If a majority vote of the Town of Well; is negative on the above 
question there shall be established a separate school unit for the 
Town of Wells and a separate school unit for the Town of Ogunquit 
with educational facilities to be the property of the town in which 
the facilities are geographically located." 

The voters shall indicate by a cross or checkmdrk pl"cr',j aeJi1 Lnst the wonls "yes' 
or " .. no" thei r opinion of the Sdme. 

Pursuant to the joining by the Town of Wells to the Community School District, 
th" following section shall apply as part of this Act.: 
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If a declared vote is affirmative in regard to the question, there is 
kindergarten to 12 

heroby created a community school district for grades under the 

Kevised Statutes, Title 20, notwithstanding the formation and organi

zational requirements of the statute. The community school district, 

consisting of the Town of Ogunquit and the Town of Wells, shall be 

deemed to have been formed, organized and in existence on the effective 

date of this l\ct as provided LI1 sec lion 5 of Lilis l\ct .. 'rhe duties of 

the trustees of the community school district school committee in the 

organization and management of the affairs of the district in accordance 

with the Revised Statutes, Title 20, shall be carried out by a school 

committee consisting of 6 members, 3 from each town, to be appointed 

and elected as arc trustees under the statute. 

:rf..-'_ The metJ:od of voting by ~embers of the ~chool f:""()l1Imil tl~'''' ~:11111 hr.o iIi .Jr~Cr)!·-
1Vldance w~th Method B: We~ghted Votc:s of the Revised Statutes, Title 20 ,section 30l. 

~Existinq debt servi~e in the form of bonded indebtedness granted by 
the Town ot Wells arising from the construction of the existing high 
school situated within the Town of Wells, and educational liabilities 
of record as of June 1, 1979 shall be assumed by the Community School 
,District created in this Act. 

~operational' maintenance and capital costs apportionment between the 
Town of Wells and Town of Ogunquit: The total cxnenses 
of the Wells-Ogunquit Community School District including operationa:, 
mainten,ance, debt retirement, interest costs, etc., shall be ap?ortionec. 
between the participating towns of Ogunr;uit and Vlells <1ccording to tne 
following formula: 

One hundred percent ---) of the total will De assessed 
between the towr_s in the same proportion ae; the state 
valuation ~f each town for the year preceding that year 
to which the budget applies be~rs to the total for both 
towns. 

f A withdrawal from the Community School District must b~ authori~ed 
.?'! bySpecia,l. Act of the Legislature upon such terms as shall be cont<1inccl 

in such .Special Act. 
~ -. . , ~ 
~Until June 30,1996, the ~ommunity School District created in this/ shall 
, not receive any state educational subsidy greater in amount than thac 

which the Town of Wells would have received prior to the separation o~ 
the Ogunq).lit Village Corporation from the Town of \'iells and the cr'~ilti,,'" 

of this Commw1ity School pistrict. 

tL Sec. 7. Reimbursement to State. If a decLlreu vote i.s 
v0 gard to the question, the following applies: 

nC~(ltivc in rc-
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In the event of an increase in the subsidy payments by the State 

to the Town of Wells uhder the Revised Statutes, Title 20, excluding 

any increase in the subsidy payments brought about by major capital 

cosLs, as " r-t'su1 t or LIll' 5('parat iOIl or ()qun'llli t- Vi 11a'l" Cor"ori1~ ion 

and the Town of Wells, then the Town of Ogunquit shall reimburse the 
in 

State's general fund/an amount representing the difference between 

the state subsidy actually paid to the Town of Wells as a separate 

administrative unit and the state subsidy which would have been paid 

to the combined administrative units of Wells and Ogunquit. The 
section 

liability of the Town of Ogunquit of i'J'Vis/ - with 'consideration given 

to the exclusions of this paragraph, shall terminate June 30, 1996. 

The amounts so reimbursed by the Town of Ogunquit shall be 

dedicated to the General Purpose Aid Appropriation for the use of the 

Department of Educational and Cultural Services. 

The obligation of the Town of Ogunquit, created by this section, 

shall automatically terminate in the event that the Legislature should 

require the Town of Ogunquit to raise and appropriate funds in excess 

of those needed to meet its own educational obligation. 

Sec. 8. P&SL 1913, c. 203, as ~ast amended by P&SL 1975, c. 59, 

SSl and 2, is repealed. 
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statement of Fact 

The amendment provides for a referendum for Ogunauit on the issue of 

separation and formation of a community school district and a separate 

referendum for Wells on the issue of creating a community school district 

for kindergarten and grades 1 to 12. It also ensures that the State will 

be held harmless by Ogunquit for any state subsidy increases upon 

separation. 

Reported by the Committee on Local and.Coun~y Government 
,Reproduced and distributed under the d1rect10n of the 
Clerk of the House 
6/6/79 (Filing No. H-660) 


