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FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 729 

S. P. 255 In Senate, February 23,1979 
Referred to the Committee on Election Laws. Sent down for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
Presented by Senator Gill of Cumberland. 

MAY M. ROSS, Secretary of the Sena te 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY -NINE 

AN ACT Concerning Assistance to Blind or Diabled Voters in Marking Ballots. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. 21 MRSA § 862, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975, c. 761, ~ 35, is 
amended to read: 

§ 862. Assistance 

A voter who is unable to read or mark his ballot because of blindness or other 
physical disability or because of illiteracy or whose religious faith prevents him 
from marking the ballot may obtain assistance in marking the ballot from 2 
election officials or from the voter's father, mother, brother, sister. husbaR4; 
't't'ife, son or daughter, as selectcd by thc '1otcr or from a person selccted by thc 
voter with the approval of an election official, provided that such aide is of voting 
age and that no candidate for election shall act as aide. When the assistance of 
election officials is requested, the warden shall designate 2 election offiei.a.ls 
representing different f}6litical parties, but, in primary eleetioos-fepresenting--llie 
same politieal party as the voter. When 2 such election officials assist a -veter; 
they shall mark {he- ballot or assist the '1oter in doing so 'Nithout attempting to 
infltlcnce his vote. Thcy shall write on the outside of the ballot that it ,vas marked 
by them or by the voter with their assistance and shall sign their namesc-WheH-afl 
aide, as described in this section, assists a voter, the warden shall-write on the 
outside of the ballot that it ..... as marked by sueh-a-ide or by the 'roter with such 
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aide's assistance and shall write the aide's name. In addition, the aide shalki-gfl 
his name 

Sec. 2. 21 MRSA § 1253, sub-§ 2-A, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 496, ~ 25, is 
amended to read: 

2-A. Assistance to certain voters. A person who is unable to read or complete 
his application because of blindness or other physical disability or because of 
illiteracy or whose religious faith prevents him from completing the application 
may request his father, mother, brother, sister, husband, '.vife, son,-tl-aughter, 
justice of the peace, notary publie, dedimus justice, clerlr or deputy elerk-6t-a 
munieipality, or elerlr of courts, provided that such aide is of voting age any 
person to read the application to him or sign it, or both, according to his 
instructions or to assist him in signing the applica tion, provided that aide is of 
voting age and is not a candidate for election. When such an aide assists a person 
in this way, that aide shall '.vrite on the application that he has so assisted the 
person in signing the application, the reason such person was unable to complcte 
or sign, or both, the application, and shall sign his-name 

Sec. 3. 21 MRSA § 1254, sub-§ 6, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975, c. 761, 
~ 42 is amended to read: 

6. Assistance. A voter who is unable to read or to mark his ballot because of 
blindness or other physical disability or because of illiteracy or whose religious 
faith prevents him from marking the ballot may request one of the officials listed 
in subsection 1 or the voter's father, mother, brother, sister, husband, vlite, son or 
daughter as the voter may select, provided that such aide is of voting age any 
person to read the ballot to him and mark it according to the voter's instructions 
or to assist the voter in marking the ballot, provided that aide is of voting age and 
is not a candidate for election. The official may, at the request of such voter, 
complete and sign the affidavit on the eH't'elope. 'Nhen such official or such ait-iHtl 
assists a voter in this V·lay, the offieial shall write on the envelope that he-&--aii 
aide marked the ballot or assistcd--tflc-voter in marldng the ballot~ 
shall write the aide's name. In addition, the aide shall sign his name 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill amends the current laws which require that those who provide 
assistance to voters mark the outside of the ballot to indicate their assistance. It 
also makes more explicit that the voter requesting assistance may select any 
person of voting age. 




