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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND NINTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 729

S. P. 255 In Senate, February 23, 1979
Referred to the Committee on Election Laws. Sent down for concurrence and
ordered printed.
Presented by Senator Gill of Cumberland.
MAY M. ROSS, Secretary of the Senate

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-NINE

AN ACT Concerning Assistance to Blind or Diabled Voters in Marking Ballots.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. 21 MRSA § 862, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975, c. 761, § 35, is
amended to read:

§ 862. Assistance

A voter who is unable to read or mark his ballot because of blindness or other
physical disability or because of illiteracy or whose religious faith prevents him
from marking the ballot may obtain assistance in marking the ballot from 2
electlon officials er—frem-thevoter’s—father—mother—brother—sister—hushand;

or from a person selected by the
Voter with the approval of an election official, provided that such aide is of voting
age and that no candldate for election shall act as alde When-the-assistanee-of
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Sec. 2. 21 MRSA § 1253, sub-§ 2-A, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 496, § 25, is
amended to read:

2-A. Assistance to certain voters. A person who is unable to read or complete
his application because of blindness or other physical disability or because of
illiteracy or whose religious faith prevents him from completing the application
may request his—father—mether—brother—sister—husband—wife,son,—daughter;
justiee-of the peaece—notary publiededimusjustice—elerk-or-deputy-elerkofa

ietpaH i -steh—aide—is—of-votingage any
person to read the application to him or sign it, or both, according to his
instructions or to assist him in signing the apphcatlon provided that aide is of
voting age and is not a candidate for election. When-sueh-an-aide-assistsa-persen
m—ehﬁ—w&y—%ha%mdeshaﬂ-wme—eﬂ%heﬂppheaﬁwma%—h&has%ﬂss&eé—%he

er—srgn——er—beéh—%he—a—ppheaﬂeﬁ—aﬁé—shaﬂ—ﬁgﬁ—hﬁﬁame

Sec. 3. 21 MRSA § 1254, sub-§ 6, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975, c. 761,
§ 42 is amended to read:

6. Assistance. A voter who is unable to read or to mark his ballot because of
blindness or other physical disability or because of illiteracy or whose religious
faith prevents him from marking the ballot may request one of the officials listed
in subsection 1 or %he#e%e#&ﬁa%he%—mether—%m%he%—s&s%e%ﬂsbaﬂd—wﬁe—seﬂ—ef

voting-age any
person to read the ballot to him and mark it according to the voter’s instructions
or to assist the voter in marking the ballot, provided that aide is of voting age and

is not a candldate for electlon %e—ef-ﬁetal—may—at—%he—request—ei—saeh—vefer—

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill amends the current laws which require that those who provide
assistance to voters mark the outside of the ballot to indicate their assistance. It
also makes more explicit that the voter requesting assistance may select any
person of voting age.





