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STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

109TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

L.D. 487 

(Filing No. H-321) 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 380, L.D. 487, Bill, "AN 

ACT to Establish Assessments Upon certain Public Utilities and 

to Authorize Use of the Funds Generated by Those Assessments to 

pay Certain Expenses of the Public Utilities Commission." 

Amend the Bill by striking out everything after the amending 

clause and inserting in its place the following: 

§17. Funding of the Cummission 

1. Utilities subject to assessment~. Every electric, 0as, 

telegraph, telephone and water utility subject to regulation 

by_ the commission shall be subject to an a:,sessment of not more 

'han .2% 

llt.llity to produ<;eno more than S150,OOg_ ill revenue annually. 

']-'hc corrunission shOoll determine the assessments annually prior 

!o May 1st. Each utility shall pay the assessment charged to the 

utility on or before July 1st ofeac~ar except that the assess

ment charged to the utilities for the f_i_sc~ear ending June 30, 

1980 shall be assessed no later than November I, 1979 to produce 

no more than $75~000 in revenues and shall be due on Jan~, 1980. 

~. The assessments char~en to utilities unoer this section 

shall be ~d just and reasonable operating costs for 

rate making purposes. 



('f)MMI'I"I'I':I': t\MI,:rWt~I':r<'l' "fl" to lJ.P. 380, L.D. 487 -2-

ll. For. ~,,_ purposes of this section.!_~ntrastat.e gross 

'::.!''-'l"cli. i n'J l'.,venues shall mt,an intrilstilte revenues derived 

from bilSic filed rates,except revenues derived from fuel 

~~Justment charges from sales for resale and from sales 

tilX revenues derived from retail intrastate sales. 

2. Deposit of funds. All revenueS derived from assessments 

.~<=viGd against the utilities described, 1.~,!:,!I_i~,~c0..9n sh~}l be 

,lepo:;,ited with the TreaE~er..s2..fState i~:l_~~r~rate account to be 

known as the Public Utilities Cornmis~i.?~~1~~atory Fund!. 

J. Use of funus. The Public Utili,ti.cs Conunission is 
~--~~~~~:~--~~~ 

:Iyt~rj.!cd to hire ,4 employees to be !~n~eu from ~-=- revenues 

l.'l'()vi,kd j n this section to defray th~ __ c:~~_t_s incurred by the 

commission pursuant to Tit~ 35 and to include administrative 

exr~nses, general regulatory expenses, consulting fees and all 
-, .------, 

other reasonable costs incurred to administer Title 35, chapters 

I to 17. 

_4_. __ U_n--'.e_x-'-p_e_n_d_e_d __ f_1l ... n_d_s::....:.. __ A..:n~y~ ... a ... m,oun t 0 f the fund s tha tis not 

e~)enJed at the end of a fiscal year sh~ll not lapse, but shall 

be carried forward to be expended for the purposes specified 

herein in succeeding fiscal years. 

5. Violations. Any utility, subject to this section, 

that willfully fails to pay the assessments in accordance 

with this section commits a civil violation for which a 

forfeiture of not more than $500 may be adjudged per day for 

which payment is not made follwing the due date. I 



('(IMMT'T"I'I':I, 1\MENDMENT "A" t() II.P. 380, L.D. 487 -3-

Statement of Fact 

The intent of this amendment is to provide revenues 

necess~cy to fulfill the obligations of the Public Utilities 

Conunission und~r the N ltional Energy Act. The National Energy 

,'\ct will require lengthy hearings to implement the policies, 

rules and regulations of the Department of Energy, including 

the Public Utilities Eegulatory Policies Act. According to 

this Act, rate structures of utilities will be changed and will 
rL''IUiILC substantial investi'lation. Tn addition, rate cases may 

I,e lengthened because intervenors will have an absolute right 

1<) inl"l'vcne i'ather than upon th(; discret.ion of the PUC. 

Reported by Report A of the Committee on Public Utilities 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the 
Clerk of the House. 
5/3/79 (Filing No. H-32l) 


