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(After Deadline) 
(EMERGENCY) 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 175 

S. P. 99 In Senate, January 25, 1979 
Approved by a Majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 27. In 

Senate Rules Suspended Read Twice and Passed to be Engrossed without 
reference to the Committee, sent down for concurrence and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator Katz of Kennebec. 
MAY M. ROSS, Secretary of the Senate 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-NINE . 

AN ACT to Correct the References to Joint Standing Committees for the Purpose 
of Confirmation. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become 
effective until 90 days after adj ournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the 109th first regular session of the Legislature changed the number 
and jurisdiction of the joint standing committees by amending the joint rules; and 

Whereas, confirmation of gubernatorial nominees requires the review of a 
specific joint standing committee; and 

Whereas, the specific review committee is named in the statutes that govern 
confirmation of each nomination and those statutory references were not changed 
to conform to the new committee jurisdiction; and 

Whereas. the Governor is presently nominating many officers and other 
appointees. and there is a time limit on the legislative confirmation proceedings; 
and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature. these facts create an emergency 
within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
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legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace. 
health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

3 MRSA § 151-A is enacted to read: 

§ 151-A. Correction of statutory references to committees 

Notwithstanding any other provision, the joint standing committees charged 
with reviewing nominations shall be changed as follows. 

1. Liquor control. All nominations subject to review by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Liquor Control shall be subject to review by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Legal Affairs. 

2. Veterans and retirement. All nominations subject to review by the Joint 
Standing Committee on Veterans and Retirement shall be subject to review by the 
Joint Standing Committee on Aging, Retirement and Veterans. 

3. Performance audit. All nominations subject to review by the Joint 
Standing Committee on Performance Audit shall be subject to review by the Joint 
Standing Committee on Audit and Program Review. 

4. Energy. All nominations subject to review by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Energy shall be subject to review by the Joint Standing Committe 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

5. Natural resources. All nominations subject to review by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Natural Resources shall be subject to review by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

6. Human resources. All nominations subject to review by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Human Resources shall be subject to review by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Health and Institutional Services. 

7. Savings clause. All nominations that have been reviewed by joint standing 
committees of the l09th Legislature shall be deemed to comply with statutory 
requirements if the review was conducted as provided in this section. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble. this Act 
shall take effect when approved. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill provides a statute to make the statutory provisions on committee 
review of gubernatorial nominees conform with the changes in committee 
jurisdiction that were incorporated in the joint rules adopted by the 109th 
Legislature. 


