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L.D. 140 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

109TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

(Filing No. H-81) 

COMMITTEE AMENDHENT "A" to H.P. 129, L.D. 140, Bill, "AN ACT 

Amending Certain Laws Relating to the Packing of Sardines." 

Amend the Bill by striking out all of subsection 2 of 

section 1 and inserting in its place the following: 

'2. Cutting. "Cutting" shall mean removing the heads of 

the fish packed by some implement or device operated by hand or 

J::'i-.9_~~c:hine or mechanical device operated by power. The operatio~ 

~L_"_c_u.t.!::.ing" shall not jnclude the pract~_,?e of beheading the 

fish by "snipping" or "pinching" with the fingers.' 

Further amend the Bill by striking out all of sections 

4 to 7 and inserting in their place the following: 

'Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §4157, as last amended by PL 1977, c. 694, 

§633, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

§4157. Standards 

1. General standards. The heads of all fish packed in cans 

shall be removed by cutting. No broken fish shall be packed. 

In packing the following sizRd cans, these standards shall apply. 

A. For the 1/4 size can: 

(1) The minimum count of fish shall be 4, provided that 
--------------------------- ) 

in cans packed with less than 8 fish, the tails shall 

be removed by cutting or shall be neatly trimmedj and 

(2) The· > feeding device shall deliver th~ packing medium n 

a rate of nOL less than 19.66 cubic centimeters per can, 
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I2.rovided_thc c~11 will hold thilt much. 

B. For the #1 oval Ciln, commonly known as a one pound or 

15 ounce oVill can: 

(1) The minimu}l2. _~.ou!1t. of fish shall be 4, provided that) 

in cans packed as a single layer, the tails shall be 

removed by cuttinCJ or shall be neatly trimmed) and 

(2) The ------- feeding device shall deliver the packin~ medium 

C. For the 8-ounce oval can: 

Jl.L ___ ~he ~i..nimum count of fish. sh.:lll be 4, provided thiltj-

~!2.....~ans packed il:3 a single layer, the tails shall be 

Eemoved by cutting'or shall be neatly trim~edj and 

(2) The .~ feeding device shall deliver the packing medium at 

a rate of not less than one ounce per can. 

2. Packing mediums. In packing .si1.rdj nes, the packing medium. shall 

~eet th~following minimum standards) if applicable to the type of 
packing medium used: _ 

0._, _..1'l1...~~_~f tlw vegetable salad Slil shall pe a pure, 

edible vegetable oil, which shall be clear and thoroughly 

rcfin~c~d~,_-=I_t __ sc,h~a~l~l~b~e __ a __ d_-_e_o~d_o_r __ i_z_e_d~o __ i_l __ f_r~e~e __ f_r~o~m_~r~a_n __ c_i_d_l_'t-Ly ___ a~n~d~ 

objectionable flavor and shall satisfilctorily stand the 5 

hour cold test, so-called. Its color shall not be darker thiln 

7 lovibond units, The oil shall have a free fatty acid 

content of not more than .07% and shall retain a satisfactory-

flavor after heating to 400· fehrenheit. 
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B. The olive oil shall--.f'ossess a typical greenish to light 

yello\J color and shall possess a free fatty acid content, 

calculated as oleic, of not more than 1.4%. The olive oil 

shall be free of defects and possess a good typical odor and 

~. 'JCJod typica.l:c--.!_~a\Jor~ 

C. The tomato sauce used shall possess a fairly good red 

tomato color and shall be free of defects and shall pOSSESS 

a fairly good tomato puree, tomato pulp, flavor. It shall 

have not less than 8.]7% salt-free tomato solids and a specific 

gravity of not less than 1.035. 

]. Grades . . ___ T_he commi,-,sioner may, in a manner consistent 

,vi th Title 5, P,ut 18-, ___ ·:::.-=::...:=.:~-~~-=----::.._~d after public hearings. 

Eromulgate regulations establishing official grades for sardines 

EackeJ "'..ithin the State, and for the marking, branding or 

labeling of sardines and the usc of the grades. The hearings shall 

be held in places reasonably convenient for the packers. Notice 

~~_b...("' hearings and of the final action shall be sent, by registered 

n~~I_~]_,--_to __ i"l:}._l_J. icense holders under section 4153. 

1\. The grudes m~peci~_J:!:1C number of fish per container, 

the amount, 4~ality and nature of the packing medium or 

fill, the quality, appearance, odor, character, taste and 

texture of the fish packed, the style of pack, their workmanship 

anJ arrangement in the container, the quality of the 

substances contained in the container, the size and type of 

the container, and tolerances a110winq for reasonable variation 

!..-c:.c:J..rn~grades. 
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B: ____ ~n_~_~?_li.sh~~~__.!:...egulations) the commissioner mily 

consider packing practices in Maine and in other jurisdictions, 

consumer expectancy, habits and desires, the types of fish 

available, conditions of sanitation, tastes and preferences 

of varying parts of the consumc-'!::'--p'~_~ljc, marketiny practices 

and market experience. 

4. Labeling. Fish packed in accordance with this section and 

the regulations may be plainly and conspicuously marked 

"Maine ~ardines." Fish which are packed in a manner inconsistent 

with this section and the Eegulations shall not be sold for 
and case 

consumption in the United States unless e~ch can/is plainly and 

conspicuously marked with the word "herrin~,': and the word "sardine" 

does not appear. 

~ __ ?ubstandard_ grade. Sardines which ~re officially designated 

as substandard grade, for which a certificate is issued, shall not 

be sold for consumption in the United States unless each can in 

the lot has the words "Substandard Grade, Good Food-Not High 

Qua~ity" so placed as to be easily seen when the name of the 

product or pictorial representatition thereof is viewed and 

appeLlr conspicuously enough to be seen UIH1L'r ordinary conditions 

Quality" shall be printed in 2 lines across the cover of all 

cans in letters not less than 1/8 of an inch in height and be 

enclosed in lines which are not less than 1/32 of an inch in 

width. Thist------;, wording shall be printed on all wrappers, 

labels, cartons or other outer covc:.rings _.S'_f the cans wi th a 
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permanent type of indelible ink, ~ means of other approved 

procedure. The words "Substandard Grade" shall appear in 

letters not less than one inch in height on both ends of the 

shipping container. 

6. Embargo. The commissioner , __ or any duly authorized agent 

of the commissioner, shall detain or place an embargo upon sardines 

officially designated as substandard grade, for which a certificate 
I 

is issued, by marking or tagging~he same and warning all persons 

not to remove or dispose of the same t:.:L_s_ale or otherwise 

until permission for removill or dispos_al i5_ .. 9iven by the commissioner. 

These sardines shall be detained ~plac~~~_er embargo until 

the goods are marked in accordance with this section or the 

commissioner has received a bond covering the export provisions of 

this section. Orders for det~~tio~~embargo issued under this 

section shall not be considered to be licensing or an adjudicatory 

proceeding, as those terms are defined by Title 5, Part 18.' 

Statement of Filct 

This amendment merely clarifies the lilnguage of the bill. 

Reported by thE: Committee on Marine ResoUJ (":::, 
Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the 
Clerk of the House 
3/12/79 (Filing No. H-81) 




