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L.D., 2210

STATE OF MAINE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (Filing No. H-1246)
108TH LEGISLATURE

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

HOUSE AMENDMENT "Q " to H.P. 2336, L.D. 2210, RESOLUTION,
Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Establish

Property Tax Exemptions for Maine Homesteads.

Amend the Resolution by striking out all of the Title and
inserting in its place the following: 'AN ACT to Relieve Homeowners
from the Burden of the Property Tax.'

Furthef amend the Resolution by striking out everything
after the Title and inserting in its place the following:

'Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

36 MRSA c. 905 is enacted to read:

CHMPIEG 285

PROPERTY TAX NOMESTEAD RELIEFY ACT OF 1978

SUBCHAPTER 1
HOMESTEAD RELIEF

§6201. Title

This chapter shall be known as the "Property Tax Homestead

Relief Act of 1978."

SUBCHAPTER 11

HOMEOWMERS BXEMPTION
"§6211. Definitions

As used in this subchapter, the following terms shall
have the tollwiﬂw contaxt indicates

othervise.
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L. __Assssser. ‘Asesesor” means the synicipal essssser of,

in the case of a primary asnessing arca,the chinf assesso o;ixn\.
v 3

the unorganiied territory, the State Tax Assessor.

2. Claimant. “Claimant"” weans a homeowner who has filed a

claim under this subchapter for a property tax homestead exemption

3. Dwelling. "Dwelling” means a structure used as a resi-

dence, including a mobile home or house trailer and a part of a

multiple dwelling or multiple purpose building.
4.

Eligible. "Eligible™ means that the claimant iz a home-

owner entitled to a homestcad property tax oxemption for the tax

assessed based on the status of property on April list of-thé hamé//"
yecar. '

r

5. Nomeowner. “"Homsowner® weans an individual who has bSesn

a _ranydent of this State for at least 6 consecutive months prior

to_the filing of a claim for the homestead exemption and who con-

tinues to be a resident of this State and owns a homestead propert

on \pril lst of the year in which the tax is assessed.

6.

Homestcad exemption. “"Homestcad exemption” is the prog-

erty tax homestcad exemption, as described in this subchqp:dr}
I

Homestead property. “Homestead property” means a dwell-

in; cwn.d and used as the homeowner's principal plnée of abode

-
and tn: parcel of land, up to 10 acres, upoa which the d#glling ‘

is affived or located, together vith-all;grivileqei and appu:tcn-'

ances belonging to the premises when that parcel is owned bjﬁehc o
homeowner. |

A\
L
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8. Owned. "Owned” means title in fee, joint tcn&ﬁcx;

1

. tenancy in common, tenancy or a veadce in possession of homestead |

propezty under a contract.

§ 6212, Property tax homestead exemption |

An eligible claimant's howestead shall be;gprtlally evempt }

{rom the property tax. This exemption shall be limited to the cawJ

$5,000
ow:d on the first /'“J‘1r'tha homestead's just valuo.'

§ 6313. Filing

A claimant

shall ' .
/" Tils a claim form for the oxompttcn, siqned

by the claimant under the penalties ot_gnguAy on or b-(orc

April lst of the yoar in which the homastead pro

rt tai dx‘ eion‘

( is first to be allowed. The claim foru Vé (Ll.d wi:h thc .,,~E

sor havinc'juriidiction.

Thaze i8 %o further rogptcc-oat rer !L\u

a claim form in subsequent years if the claimant contlnue: to be

eligible for homestcad property tax exemption on the s*mc

!
property.

.ON‘ FLeac:

A claimart who has obtained a homestead property tax exenncio:

i

shall notify the assagsor having jursidiction when he is no loﬁéér

cligyible. Only one claim may be filed with respect to each homa-

stoid sroperty..

§ ¢4l4. Administration

1. State Tax Assessor. The Stata Tax Assessor shall ﬁtéa;zc

TN

and mak: available to assessors ¢laim forms with instructions for

claimancs.

N
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2. __Claims '"&L_M'_‘.‘.l he made readily svail-

able by assessors to all homgstead propsrty owners.

3. Tax collector. The tax collector is responsibla for the

computation 0f each individual homcstead exemption and the appropt

iare Adjustments of the property tax due. The amount exemptued

shall_gg_noted on the tax bill.

i. Approval of claims for homestead exemption. Thc'aﬁses-‘

30r shall be resgpnsxg%: for the approval of claims for the home-
shal
stead exemption and / urnish the tax collector thh a-list ot

eligible claimants,

S. Tax bills. Tax collectors shall annually p:oparé aﬁd

matil a tax bill to each taxpayer who is mnamed on the 111t prov‘déd

By “he assessers or mumicipal o"xnuﬂlmt to sections 70! :

and 709-A. Ohe tax Bill ahell inslede the asssessed valuation of
the taxpayer's propesty, the zatio or percentaqe of !uu 1000’

value used in determining the assessed valuation, the tax rate and

the amount of tax due. ‘ -
Rules and regulations.
6.‘J/“TEI“!"EF“*%E’KEEE??E: may ostablish thcso rules and

regulations necessary for the effective administration of this

'

subchapter.

§ 6215, Disallowance of clajm

If it is determined that a claim for a houutoad cxenltion is
in error, it shall be disallewed and, if the exemption has becn
acovered by evit sfese weitam domed lnoel.
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§ 6216. Initial esemptions allowable

. The initial assessment on which any municipality mgy:certi:y

homestead property tax exemptions is the assossment maﬁi’iclntive |

£ty the status of property on April 1, 1979. B f%ig ; 7

§ 5217. Unorgani:ed territory

The State Tax Assessor shall Adminxs*nr thll homaltead .x-

caption for all honesteads in the unorganized to:ritorj}

§ 6212. Sctat: reimbursement

Each municipality shall request,on a form l:cgarcg bxttho

State Tax Asseasor, by Novembar lst of oach;yo-x, r.imbutsoment

~

form of quostion;'ottoétivn date. This Act iﬁjii g§

the legal voters of the State of Maine at the next § !

in the month of November following passage of thisbhét

plantations to nct, in the manner prescribed by lav for holdinq a

/ statewide election, to vote on the acceptance or rojoct;gn hil

Act by voting on the following quastion:

o
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"Shall 'AN ACT to Relieve Homeowners from the Burden of

the Property Tax, as passed by the first sgpeclal session of the

108th Legislature, be accepted?"

The legal voters of each city. towm and plantatien shall vote
by ballot on this question, and shall designate their choice by a
cross or check mark placed within a corresponding square below the
words "Yes” or "No." The ballots shall be received, sorted, counte«
and dcclatod in open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns
made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as votas for mem-~
bers of the Legislature. The Governor shall review the returns, an
if it appears that a majerity of the legal votes are in faver of th

{
Act, the Governor shall preclaim that fact without delay, and the
Act mnuqn—Mnxa-ugua-mam

proclamation, and shall be retzeactive S0 Jamuary 1, 1979.

The Secretary of State shall prepars and furnish to each
city, town and plantatiea all balletds, retwrns and copies of
this Act necessary to carry owt the purpose of this referendua.’

Statement of Fact

This bill would establish a statewide property tax
exemption on the first $5,000 of just value on every principal
residence in Maine. The specific impact would result in

property tax reductions for most Maine people.



(
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Under this proposal, the State would be obligatéd to
reimburse municipalities for their loss of.révenue from the
homestead exemption. The estimated cost of this:legislation
is twenty-two million dollars.

This Act will be submitted to the Maine electors at the

general election in November for their approval.

(Wym
NAME :

TOWN : ittsflield

Filed by Mr. Wyman of Pittsfield S
?§§§?$g$ed and distributed under the direction of the Clerk ‘of the:

House '





