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L.D. 2209 
(Filing No. S-625) 

STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

lOaTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

SENATE AMENDMENT "A " to SENATE AMENDMENT "G" to S. P. 772, 

L.D. 2209, RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution 

to Limit the Amount of Government Spending and Taxes which may 

be Made without Voter Approval. 

Amend the Amendment by striking out everything after the 

Title and inserting in its place the following: 

'Amend the Resolution by striking out all of the title 

and inserting in its place the following: 'AN ACT to Limit 

the Amount of Government Spending and Taxes which may be Made 

without Voter Approval. ' 

Further amend the Resolution by striking out all of the 

first 2. paragraphs and inserting in their place the following: 
'Se it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follo~is: 
5 MRS A §§l512 and 1513 are enacted to read: 

SlSl2. Expenditure limitations' 

Further amend the resolution by striking out all of 

paragraph 3 and inserting in its place the following: 

'1. Control of appropriations. Notwithstanding any other 

provisions of law, commencing with any fiscal year after 1979, . 
the annual appropriations of State Government during any fiscal 

year, shall not exceed the appropriations, as adjusted, for the 

prior year, except for cost-of-living changes, unless a majority 

of the voting electors approve a different amount. Any 

amount above this limitation shall not be effective until ratified 

by the electors. I 
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Further amend the resolution by striking out all of the 

6th paragraph and inserting in its place the following: 

'4. Protection of local Government for state-required c~sts. 

Tr.e State is prohibited from requiring that local units of 

government finance from property taxation any new or expa:lced DrOC~~2S 

or services or from shifting the costs of existing programs ana 

services to the local units, as a group, or from increasing the 

property tax by reducing total state aid to local units as adj~3ted 

annually for changes in the cost of living. ' 

Further amend the Resolution in the 7th paragraph in 

subsection 5 by strikinq out all of the last underlined sentence 
and inserting in its place the following: 

'If any section, part, clause or phrase in this section or 

section °1513 is for any reason hald invalid or unconstitutional 

the remaining section shall not be affected but will remain 

in full force and effect.' 

Further amend the Resolution on page 3 of the L.D. in 

subsection 6, paragraph A by striking out all of subparagraph 

(8) and inserting in its place the following: '(8) Allocations 

of revenues received pursuant to the Constitution of ~laine, 

Article IX, section 19.' 
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Further amend the Resolution by striking out all of tha 

last 7 paragraphs before the Statement of Fact and inserting 

in their place the following: 

'SlS13. Highway Fund expenditure limitations 

1. Control of allocations. Notwithstanding anv other 

£rovision of law, co~~encing with any fiscal year after 1979 

the annual allocations made under the Constitution of Maine, 

Article IX, Section 19, during any fiscal year shall not exceed 

the allocations, as adjusted, for the prior year, except for 

cost-of-livinq changes, unless the electors approve a different 

amount. Any amount allocated above this limitation shall not 

be made effective until ratified by the electors by referendum. 

2. Application of the provisions of section 1512. The 

following provisions of section 1512 shall apDly to this 

section: Subsections 2, 4, 5, subsection 6, paragraph A, 

subparagraphs 1 to 7, subsection 6, paragraphs C and D and 

subsection 7. For the purposes of this section, wherever in 
section 1512, the word "appropriations" appears, it shall 

mean allocations, and the words "unit of government- shall mean 

the services provided by revenues received subject to this 

section. 

Statutory referendum proe~durez submis'ion at general election1 

form of cuestion: e!~ecti'la date. This Act .hall be .ubmitted to 

the legal voters of the State ot ~~ine at the next general election 

in the month 0: Nove~~er following passage of this Act. The city 

aldermen, town selectmen and plantation assessors of this State 

shall notify the inhabitants ot their respeet~ve eith., towns And 
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plantations to meet, in the manna: prescribed by law for holding 4 

st4tewi~e election. to vote on tn. acceptance or rejection ot thJ

Act by voting on the following qu.~tion: 

·Shall the Act to Limit the Amount of Government Spending 

and Taxes which may be Made without Voter Approval. passed at 

the First Special Session of the lOBth Legislature, be accepted?H 

The legal votGrs of •• ch city, town and plantation .hall vote 

by ballot on this question, and .hall designate their choice by & 

cross or check ma=k placed within a corresponding square below the 

words HYes" or "No. II The ballots shall be received, sorted, counted 

and declared in open ward, town an4 plantation Metinqs and returns 

made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes for mem

bers of the Legislature. Tho CoVGrnor shall review the returns, , 

if it app~ars that • majority of the logal yet •• are in favor o! the 
Act, the Governor shall proclaim that fact without delay, and 

the Act shall become effective 90 days after the adjournment 

of the First Special Session of the lOath Legislature. 

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to each 

city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and copies of 

this Act necessary to carry out the purposes of this referendum.' 

Statement of Fact 

This Act will limit the amount of government spending 

which may be made from tax revenues in any fiscal year without 

approval of the vote\:s. 
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(Merrill) A.,.,. t ('r}~ 
NAME: \).~ 

COUNTY: Cumberland 

Reproduced and distributed pw-suant to Senate Rule ll-A. 
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