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L.D. 2209 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10BTH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

(Filing No. H-1249): 

HOUSE AMENDMENT "~,, to S.P. 772, L.D. 2209, RESOLUTION, 

Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Limit the Amount 

of Government Spending and Taxes which may be Made without 

voter Approval. 

Aaend the Resolution in the Titl. by in •• rting before the 
word -Gov.rnaent M the word 'State' 

Further amend the Resolution by striking out everything 
after the fir.t paragraph and inserting in it. place the following I 

1. 

of the Constitution, c0a88ftCin, with .. y fiaoa1 y .. r after 1979, 

the annual appropriatio"s of the ltate during any fi.eal 

(~ lear shall not exceed the' appl'opriaUoets, a. ";lusted, '. for the· prior 
'.'-

XUI', exc.pt for ooet-of-li vi", . cb!!lt!., _1... a lUI jori ty ~ of the 

voting elector. of the Stat! 

amount. Any amount appropriated a~ve this liaitat!onaball'not be 

effective until ratified by the el.ctor. of .... State 

by referendUJII. 

2. aefund of exee •• r.venues. Revenue. aecru!", to the State, 

in axe"D of the limitation cSetenlined in .ub.ection 1 .... 11 be 

£!!~~~d or cr.dit.d to the taxpayer. 01' u .. d to pr.pay loni-term' 

indebt.dn.... Tax rate. ahall ~ adjuat .. to ~fti.i .. *uch .xc •••••• 

~~~_:? colloctod 1ft c~ccas of appropriation., but le .. tl'l~n tho 

limitation detenined in accordance with subsoction 1, ..... 7 be 

appropriatH ae a N.el'Ve an4 .... 1M -.tever ~. \be 

...... -..i ... 

, I 
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3. Special ........ hAd ...... hat. i ...... 1'1 ......... 11 • 

. l Special R .... rve Fund to which .. y ~ appropriated annually an 

amount. equal to ena percent of tn. li_it aa det_,,:mined ift subsection 1. 
0" ._ •••• ' , __ • __ .. ___ ._" __ ~_ •• ",, __ • __ ••• _. __ ._ .... '. 

An appropriation from the Special ~.serve Fund May be ..,. for any 

purpose upon a two-thirds vote of the Leqialature. Appwopriations 

to or from the Special Reserve ~ ahall be e»eluded 'rea the 

calculation in deteraini3g the appcopriationa limit for ... wWbeequent 

year under aubeection 1. 

4. Protecti .. of local gov.r .... t for at.te-F!9M1~" GOat •• 

The State ia prohibited fro. requiring that local unit. of government 

provide any new or eXpAnded program. or services with~t full 

state financing or frOlll shifting the costa of "hUns prQ!rams and 

services to the local units. 

S. Severability. If any expenditure cateqory or revenue aourc. 

shall be j~,ed eX!!pt or excluded from the reatrictiona of thi. 

section, ~yrsu.nt to final jud9!!nt of any aou~t of GO!ptt.nt 

jurisdiction and any appeal therefrom, the proaeaa tor ooap~tinq 

the appropriations for that and subsequent fiacal year. ahall be 

adjusted accordingly. If any section, part, claus. or phrase in 

~his constitutional tmendment il tor any rea.on held invalid or 

~XI.~2..!l!!.!~,IJt:ional the remaining "QUon ,haU net 1M .U'Clt;..~ 

~i.ll remain in full foroe and .U,ot. 

6. LegislAtive re.ponsibiliti •• and exclusions. The Legialature 

May enact i!£l .... ti!§ statut •• CORai,tent wit. t .. R!!R!t!. aftc! 

intert-t of ttlt, _eoU •• 
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A. Appropriations or exP!ft4it~e. of t~ followin, reveaues or 

( moneys shilll no\;. be conliiJeraJ al:lprol:lriationa subject to the 

control of subsection 1: 

( 

(1) MOheys received directly or indirectly from the 

United States of America; 

(2) Moneya paid to and from the Un!!floyment Insurance 

(3) Intergovernmental transfers; 

(4) Moneys "rived from the issuance of, or to pay interest 

on, or to repay the principal of indebtedness authorized 

and issued in accordance with law; 

(5) The proceeds of contracts, grants, gifts, donations 

and bequests made to the State - ? for a purpose as 

specified by the contractor or donor; 

(6) Use charges derived by the State from the sale of a 

product or service for which the quantity of the product 

or the level of service provided to a user is at the 

discretion of a user, and the total user charge collected 

is no greater than the cost reasonably ascertained to have 

been borne by the State in providing the product for its 

service to the user, 

(7) The balances of funds established pursuant to sub-

sections 2 and 3; and 

(8) Allocations of revenue a received pursuant to Article 
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IX, s.ction 19. 

B. Adjustments of appropriations under subsection 1 shall 

be made: 

(1) For additions to the balances of emer and 

othe funds established ursuant to subsections 2 and 3' 

(2) For increases or decreases approved by the electors 

for the prior year, and 

(3) If the State transfers the funding of any program 

or service from revenues generated by taxes levied by 

the State to a use charge, the State'. expenditure 

limit under subsection 1 shall be reduced by the amount 

of reduction in expenditures from tax based sources. 

C. For the purposes of subsections 1 -to 7: 

J~) ·Coat of living- .. ana the change in the cost 

of living experience4 by the "ORIe of Maine aa 

me.sure4 by any rea'onfble method in accordance with 

1" t9( the most no.ntlv avail,bl. 12-monSbp!do4 •. , 

7. Standing. Any group of one hundred persons who are 

electors and taxpayers of this State shall have standing to 

bring an action in the Supreme Judicial Court to enforce 

subsections 1 to 6. 
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Con~titution, Art. IX, S19, sub-iSl and 2 are enacted to read: 

1. Control of allocations. Notwithstanding any other 

provision of the Constitution, commencing with any fiscal year 

after 1979 the annual allocations made under this section 

during any fiscal year shall not exceed the allocations, as 

adjusted, for the prior year, except for cost of living changes, 

unless the electors approve a different amount. Any amount 

allocated above this limitation shall not be made effective 

until ratified by the electors by referendum. 

2. Application of the provisions of Article I, section 22 . 

The following provisions of Article I, section 22 shall apply to 

this section: Subsections 2, 4, 5, subsection 6, paragraph A, 

subparagraphs 1 to 7, subsection 6, paragraphs C and 0 and 

subsection 7. For the purposes of this section, wherever in 

Article I, section 22, the word "appropriations" appears, it 

shall mean allocations. 

COIIet1twUaMl .. t." .... • n!." Iop.' WlUon, 

etfecU.,. ..... ....1 ... , ftot tM city al"~, town •• leet­

men and plantation a ••••• or. of this Itate shall notify the in­

habitants at th.ir r •• pectiv. citie., town. an4 plantation. to 

me.t, in the manner p~ •• cribed by law tor hol~in; a .t.t.w1~e 

election, at the next ,aneral el.ction in the month ot November 

or Ipeci_l stat.wide election on the Tuesday tollowinq the tirst 

Monday of November following the p •• saq. ot this resolution, to 

vote u.poA the ntHiced. pf tM. 11 ••• t " .. opa ••• ia cilia 

reMllrti_ Illy getu.. .... 'M foUow;", 41'1Ht.icm I 
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"Shall tne Constitytion be ....... , .. ,cOfD .. d by tAe first 

special session of the l08th Legislature, to limit the amount of ~ate 

/overnment spending and taxes which lIIay be made without voter 

approval?" 

The le9al voters of .ach city, town and plantation shall 

vete by eallot on this question, and shall tesiqnat. thair choice 

by • cro •• or check aark pl.ced within tne cor~espondin9 square 

below the words "Y •• " or "No. w ~ b.llots shall be r.ceive4, 

sortea, counted and 4eclar" in open ward, to.n and pl&nt.~ion 

mMt.l.n9a and retl.lrns 111&" to the 8ecretary of Itat. in the sue 

manner as votes for member. of tIM 1.eqi..latuft. The Governor 

shall review the returna, an4, if it .ppe.r. that a majority of 

the legal vot., an in favor of the ... n ..... t, the Governor 

shall proclaim that fact without .. lay .nd the amen~nt shall 

become part of th. Conatitutioo Oft the tate of the proclamation. 

Secretarx of State shall eftn" "11ot.. "801 ... dl That: 

the Secretary of Itate shall ,"pare and fa6nish to .ach city, 

town and plantat.ion all ball __ ., .. turns .4 cOfJ.e. of th1. 

ruol.t.So ....... ...-y -. ....., ..... , .. ,III .. .au n ....... 
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Statement of Fact 

The purpose of this amendment is to remove local units of 

government from spending limitations proposed by this resolution. 

(Najarian) 
NAME: I.. I) . 

/{'If /" it,(.<­

FROM: Portland 

Filed by Mrs. Najarian of Portland 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House 

(9/7/78) (Filing No. H-1249) 




