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(After Deadline) 

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1852 

H. P. 1654 House of Representatives, June 3, 1977 
Approved for introduction by a Majority of the Legislative Council pur­

suant to Joint Rule 25. The Committee on Education suggested. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Palmer of Nobleboro. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY- SEVEN 

AN ACT Concerning State Reimbursement and Executive and Legislative 
Deadlines under the School Finance Act of 1976. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. 20 MRSA § 3742, next to the last 1[, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 660, 
§ 2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

It is further the intent of the Legislature that the basic education appropria­
ation for elementary and secondary operating costs, as annually established 
by the Legislature, shall be an amount sufficient to meet the level of such 
costs in the year immediately prior to the year of allocation. 

Sec. 2. 20 MRSA§ 3744, sub-§ I, 1st sentence, as enacted by PL 1975, 
c. 660, § 2, is amended to read: 

The commissioner shall annually, prior to ]tiHtltiFY December 15th, notify the 
Legislature and the Bureau of the Budget of actual education costs as defined. 

Sec. 3. 20 MRSA § 3745, 1st and 2nd 1[1[, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1975, c. 746, § 24-E, are repealed and the following enacted in their place: 

The commissioner, with the approval of the State Board of Education, shall 
also certify annually, prior to January 1st, to the Legislature and the Bureau 
of the Budget his recommendation for the funding levels recommended for 
section 3744, subsection I, each of paragraphs A, B, I, J and 0, and for the 
state's maximum obligation under section 3748, subsection 4. 
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The requested funding levels for section 3744, subsection I, paragraphs 
C, D, E, F and K and the requested funding level of the insured value factor 
and leases under paragraph G shall be the reported expenditures for such 
programs in the base year. The requested funding level of principal and 
interest payments under section 3744, subsection I, paragraph G, shall be 
computed by computing both known obligations and the estimate of antici­
pated principal and interest costs for the year of allocation of funds. The 
commissioner shall have the authority to correct errors revealed by audit in 
administrative units when compiling actual education costs. The commis­
sioner shall have the authority to amend any estimate where he believes such 
estimate to be unreasonable. 

Sec. 4. 20 MRSA § 3745, last ,-r, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 660, ~ 2, is 
amended to read: 

The recommendation for elementary and secondary operating costs shall 
reflect the commissioner's best estimate as to changes in pupil enrollment. 
economic factors, adjustments based on actual changes in education costs and 
any other considerations which might effect a change in the costs of education. 
The commissioner shall be ever conscious of the need for prudent restraint 
in educational financing. 

Sec. 5. 20 MRSA § 3746, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 660, ~ 2, is amended 
to read: 

§ 3746. Governor's recommendation 

The Bureau of the Budget shall, prior to FeflfU8:fY ~ January 31st, cer­
tify to the Legislature the recommendation of the Governor for the funding 
levels for section 3744, subsection I, pargraphs A to K and for the state's 
maximum obligation under section 3748, subsection 4. The Governor's rec­
ommendation may be to reduce, increase or approve any of the funding levels 
recommended by the commissioner. 

Sec. 6. 20 MRSA § 3747, 1st ,-r, as last amended by PL 1977, c. 48, ~ I, is 
further amended to read: 

The Legislature shall annually, prior to Apytt ~ May 1st enact legisla­
tion which shall : 

Sec. 7. 20 MRSA § 3747, sub-§ 6, last sentence, as last repealed and re­
placed by PL 1975, c. 754, § 2, is repealed as follows: 

+fte Le~i31atufe ~ allee8:te ~ ~ ~ 8:ffiSUf'ltS est8:hlishea ~ suhseetisl1 '* tHT4 sUBseetisfl: ~, fl8:f8:~f8:flhs G, P, .:g. ~ ~, subf'af8:~f8:f'h f++ 
Sec. 8. 20 MRSA § 3748, sub-§ 1,11' C, 1st sentence, as enacted by PL 1975, 

c. 660, § 2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: . 

The unit allocation for each of the following items shall be the same amount 
as is contained in the commissioner's certification of actual costs for the base 
year except that if the Legislature increa.ses the commissioner's recommenda­
tion 'for any item, the unit allocation shall be increased by the same percent-
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age increase established by the Legislature and if the Legislature decreases 
the commissioner's recommendatjop for any item t4e unit aIJQcation shall be 
decreased by the sq,me p~rcentage decrease estabnshed by the Legi~IatJ,1re. 

Sec. g. 20 MRSA § 3748, sub-§ r, 1T C, sub-1]" (r) 2nd 1]", as repealed and 
replaced by PL 1975, c. 746, § 24-H, is repealed as follows: 

:!kiHM;tl~€ffloeffl ~ ~ft 5fJe~ €4~~tt flfogf8offis oflcf8otcci ~ cOfltfactcci 
fo¥ -lry; ~ a4ffifni6tfitti-\'0 tl+tf-t afl'4 ~ 5f'€~ ~~ 4tl+ti6tT afl'4 ~ffl ~ 
~ ~4 ~ ~& ~ #:-e ~~ ~. a .. acijti6+ffl -lry; 4e COffiffii66ioflCf, ~ 
~ ~ +he ~ O(flcnciihlfc6, ,i'tfiicfic iCf ts~. £fjcci8ol ccil1.c8otiofl tlliti6fT 
afl'4 ~ ~ ~ ~bl1f6Cd Ht +a.c ~ ~ 8:118c8oti01'1. ffi fT6 ~ ~ it 
~ ttffl.t; ~ fcsfjoflsiblc .f6f' fflfltf80ctcd sfjecial eal1catiofl tl1itiofl A:fT4 ~ Ht 
fH't 8offi811fl-t gfC8:tCF fftiHT ~ fl-ef' ~+ ~ ~ ~ .f6f' ~ 4e ttffl.t; ~ 
€6fTotF.ae+e4. AttJ- 8om011l~t CJ(cccciiflg ~ fl-ef' ~ .f6f' tH'1J' ~ ~ ~ 
cfltifcly fcifflbtlf6Cd 

Sec. g-A. 20 MRSA § 3748, sub-§ r, 1]" C, sub-1]" (2), rst 1]", as enacted by 
PL I975, c. 660, § 2, is repealed as folIows : 

f21. Vocatiofl8ol Ccil1C8:tiofl. Rciffibl1fScfficnt .f6f' Yoc8:tion801 ccil1catiofl 
~ ~ limitcd -t6 ~ ~ 4e cstiffiatcci ~ ~ ~ 6f 4e ~ 
el(fjCflciitl1fes, wfiicfic; Cf ts ~ 

Sec. 10. 20 MRSA § 3748, sub-§ I, 1]" C, sub-1]" (2), 2nd 1T, as repealed and 
replaced by PL I975, c. 746, § 24-1, is repealed as folIows: 

~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ 4e 8ol1tfioFity +0 ~ i+s ffiCffibcf tttti+s Ht 
~~ -t6 4e fll1ffibcf ~ 6tl1acflts ~, 6tT OctobcF +s-t A:fT4 Atffi+ +s-t ~ 
+he ;-etH' Hrtfficciiatcly ~ +0 4e ~ ~ 8olloc8oti6tT, .f6f' ttRj" fcdticti8fl Ht ¥eeA:­
~ e41i€-A4fflft 5~lbAiffi.e... ¥6e8:~rnt+ ~~ ~ ffit.¥.e t-fi.e ~ tta60fity 
-t6 fH.++ ~~ ~~ wheft ~ ts it t'ffi~ Ht ~i~ ccil1catiofl 
~f.e". +.f i'l:!:Ty b-i+l ts fT6-t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 6~1bffiis6ion, 4e ¥eeA:­

~fT8:+ e~ fl'tttJ" ~ +0 4e comfi,i6sioflCf ttttdeF 4e ~ fj8ofagf8ofjh 6f 
~6tT~ 

Sec. IO-A. 20 MRSA § 3748, sub-§ 1,1]" C, sub-1]" (3), as enacted by PL 1975, 
c. 660, § 2, is repealed as follows: 

f1+ Tf8oHSfj~ft ~ ~, .jfTe-k:tcl~ t+te pl1fcfia6c ~~. -R-effiT­
bl1fSCffiCflt .f6f' tfanSfj8FtatiofT ofjcFatiflg ~ ~ ~ liffiitcci +0 ~ ~ 
4e cstiffi80tca ~ ~ ~ ~ 4e ~ CJ(fjcl~aitl1fcs, whicfiC', Cf ts ~ 

Sec. II. 20 MRSA § 3748, sub-§ 2, 3rd and 4th sentences, as repealed and 
replaced by PL 1975, c. 746, § 24-K, are repealed as folIows: 

Adjl1StffiCHts -t6 ~ ~ CJ(fjcHciitl1fCS fo.r ~ ffi sl1bscction of- 5fl.a.H ~ 
~ itt t+te ~eeeffib-e¥ A:fT4 ftt-tte 5~4;- f*tymcfTffi. -OTte fta++ e+ tft.e a~­
ffiefTt A:ffi~ ~ b-e ~ Ht Deeember wf-tft 4e Fcm8oil'laCf distfibl1tcci 
~ tfl.e fcm80iniHg ffiOHtb ~ 4e ~ ~ 

Sec. 12. 20 MRSA § 3748, sub-§ II, 1st sentence, as repealed and replaced 
hy PL I975. c. 754, § 5, is amended to read: 
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The commissioner shall annually, or on before ~ May 15th, notify the 
school committees or school directors of each administrative unit of the 
amount allocated to the unit. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The purpose of this bill is to: 

I. Base the state's reimbursement for categorical program expenditures, 
except for debt service and bus purchases on 2-year old costs as adjusted by 
the Legislature; and 

2. Adjust deadlines for education cost recommendations to conform with 
overall budget presentation deadlines with a May 1st deadline for the Legis­
lature's establishment of education subsidy funding. 

.. 


