MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




STATE OF MAINE (rilingz Yo. H4-882)
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
108TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION
CONFTERENCE COMMITTEE AMENDMENT"A"to H§.P. 1650, L. D. 1851, .

Bill, "AN ACT Relating to Habitual Truants and School Dropouts.”

Amend the bill in section 1 in that part dasignatad "§9Ll1."

by striking out all of subsection 2 and inserting in its place the
following:

2. Excusable absences. For the purposas of this chaptar

excusabla anhsence shallnean an aksencs from schcol for one of ths

following reasons:

- A. Personal illness;

B. Appointments with heal:h professionals that canrnor be

mada outside of tha racular school dav;

C. Observancea of racognized religicus helidavs whan the

observance is rscuired during a rsqular school day;:

D. Emergencv family situations; cr

E. Planned z2bssncas for sersonal or aducational curposes

. 1
which have been amoroved in advancs.

further amend <he bill in section 1 in that part designatad
in subsaczicn 3,

"$§911" /by striking out all of the lined sentancea.
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FTurther amend the bill in section 1 ia that part dssignacad -
"§91l." subksection 3, bv inssrting at the end the Zollowing new
santance:

'The local school commis*2e or beard of dirzctors shall fils a

zcpv of thesa rulaes and rscgulzations with the ccrmmissionex.’
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Further amend the bill in section/in that part designated
"§911." subsection 6, paragraph E, by striking out all of sub-~
paragraph (2) and inserting in its place the following:

'{2) Their right to 'insoect the child's records

and the orincipmal's remort; and'’

Further amend the bill in section 1l in that part designated
"§911." subsection 7, paragraph 3, by striking out all of sub-

paragraphs (1) and (2) and inserting in their place the following:

'(l) The parents or guardian may appeal this decision

to the commissioner.who shall aroint a f£air hearing

officer to hear the apwesl;

(2) The fair hearing officer shall make a raport to

the commissioner on the testimonvy oresentsed at the

hearing and shall make a racommendation to the com-

missioner as to the disposiition of the apveal; and

(3) The commissioner shall review the r2por: and recom—

mendation of the fair hearing officer andé shall a2ffirm,

modify or resverse the decision of the loczal school

committee or board of directors.'

Further amend the bill in section 1 in that part designatad
"§911l." by striking out all of subsaction 8 and inserting in its

place the following:
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'8. Responsibilities of varents and guardians; penalties. All

persons having children under their control shall cause them 20

attend school as provided in this section. Anvy person having control

of a child who is an habitual truant as defined in section 914 and

being in anv way resvonsible for such truancy, and any verson who

induces a child to absent himself from school, or harbors or conczals

such child when he is absant, shall be ounished bv a fine of not mors

than $25 or by imprisonment for not mors than 30 days for each offense.

If the ¢ourt imposas a3 sentence of probation, it may in its sent=z=nce,

as a condition of probation, raguire that the convicted person receive

profassional counseling bv a gualified professional ccunselor who

shall he selectad bv the convictad verson, with the aporoval of the

court, or by the court. The counselor shall submit 2 written report

of his counseling to the court and to the person counseled.’

Further amend *he bill in section 1 in that part designated
"§911." by striking out all of subsection 10 and inserting in its
place the following:

'10. Alzernats orogram; involvement of student. Subject o

the follcwing conditions, the orincipal,with the approval of the local

school committee or board of directors, i3 authorized to excuse anv

vupil who is 14 vears of ace or older from ra2qular schcol orograms

for the purpose cf varticipating in a suitable program of work, work

study or training.

A. A pupil mav not be =xcused unlass the nrincipal has

received the consent of both the nupil and the dupil's
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parents or guardians.

B. Whenever the orincipal refuses to excuse a opupil and

both the oupil and pupil'’s varants or quardians consent

to_the nupil's being excused, the varants or guardians mayv

appeal the principal's decision to the local school committee

or board of dirsctors.

Because manv students are alienatad from regqular school programs or

have personal barriers oraventing successful centinuation in these

programs, anv student considered for an alternate program under this

subsection shall be included in the wrocess of salection and formaticn

of these alternats orograms.'

Further amend the bill in section 1 in that part designatad
"911." by inserting at the end the following:

'1ll. Reports:. superinisandents; commissioner.

A. Each superintsndent shall submit to the ccmmissioner

annually, orior to October lst, 2 report which includes

an identification of the number of habitual truants

designated in the unit during the pravious school vezar, a

description of the afforts mads v the local unit on behals

of habitual truants, an account of *he number and disposition

of actions broucht under subsection 8 and anv other information

relating to truancy which the commissionsr dsems necassarvy.

B. The commissioner shall submit to %he Lecislaturs and

the Governor annuallv, »rior to Januarxvy l3th, a rzport which

includes an identification of the number of dupils designatad

as habitual =ruants during the previous school vear, descrikes
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the development and uss of alternmate orograms as authorizad

in this section as well as other efforts made bv loeal

units on behalf of habitual truants, identifies the number

and disposition of actions brough%t under subsection 8 and

assesses the effact of the provisicons of this section on the

incidence of *ruancv throughcut the State.’

Further amend the bill in saction 3 by inserting at the end of

that part designatad "§966." the following underlined santance.

'For subsidy distribution ourposes, the previous sentancs shall not

be in sffect until *he 1978-79 school vear.'

Further amend the bill in section 4 by striking out all of
the amending clause and inserting in its place the follewing:

'Sec. 4. 20 MRSA §3748, sub-§l, YB, sub-41(l), (2) and (3)

are enacted to resad:

Further amend the bill in section 4, subparagraph (1) by strik-
ing out all of the last underlined sentence and insearting in its
place the following:

'Bacause many studants are alienatad from rescular school zrograms oOr

have cersonal barriers or2venting succassful continuation in thess

programs, any student considersd for altermate Drograms under this

section shall be involved in the orocass of selaction arnd formation

of these alisrnats orocrams.,'’




CONFERENCE COMMITTEE AMENDMENT"4"to H.P., 1650, L.D. 18351 -6=-

Further amend - the bill in section 4, subparagraph (2},
by inserting after the first sentence, the following:

'For subsidy purposes no oupil shall be counted as more than one

pupil under this Title.'

Statement of Fact

The purposes of this amendment ars to:

1. Define the term "excusable absenca;"

2. Delets an unnecessary refsrencs to the commissioner;

3. Provide that rules and rsgulations established by local
units are filed with the commissioner;

4.. Provide that parents shall be permitted to inspect the
principal's raport:

5. Clarify the procedurs for appealing from the decision of
the local school conmittse or board of directors:

6. Provide that penalties in the existing law Zor causing a
student to be an habitual truant a2rs retained and authorize rthe cour:
to requirs that, as a condition of probation, parents should recaive
professional c¢ounseliag;

7. Permit pupil 14 years of age or older %o be eligible for
alternate programs;

8. Require annual reports £rom superintandents to the com-
missioner and from the commissioner to the Legislature and Governor
which shall include the zertinent data realating to truancy and the
local unit's efforts to addrass the problem; and

9. Delay the effective daﬁe of section 3 until 1878-79 Zor

purposas of subsidy distribution.

Reported by the Committee of Conference.





