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(EMERGENCY)
New draft of : H. P. 381, L. D. 470

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 967

H. P. 926 House of Representatives, March 17, 1977
Reported by Mr. Burns of Anson from the Committee on Legal Affairs

and printed under Joint Rules No. 2.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-SEVEN

AN ACT Concerning Membership on Municipal Charter Commissions.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become
effective until go days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, the importance of the home rule powers granted to the munici-
palities in the Constitution of the State of Maine is well recognized; and

Whereas, one important aspect of this power is the implementing language
in the statutes providing methods to revise the municipality’s charters; and

‘Whereas, because of this language some municipalities cannot have a bal-
anced representation from each ward or voting district on a charter commis-
sion; and

Whereas, the ILegislature feels that municipalities should have greater
options in determining the membership of a charter commission; and

Whereas, further delay in creating charter commissions to revise or
amend municipal charters which are outdated is unnecessary and would
frustrate local government operations; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature these facts create an emer-
gency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the fol-
lowing legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the pub-
lic peace, health and safety ; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. 30 MRSA § 1913, sub-§ 1, first [, as enacted by PL 1969, c. 563, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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The charter commission shall consist of several voters in the community,
elected as provided in this section, and 3 members appcinted by the munici-
pal officers.

Sec. 2. 30 MRSA § 1913, sub-§ 1, T A, as amended by PL 19753, c. 329, § 2,
is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

A. Voter members may be elected by one of the following methods:

(1) Six voter members shall be elected in the same manner as the mu-
nicipal officers, except that they shall be elected at large and without
party designations; or

(2) One voter shall be elected from each voting district or ward in the
same manner as municipal officers, except that they shall be elected
without party designation.

Election of voter members may be held at the same municipal election as
the referendum for the charter commission, but shall be held within 6o
days of such referendum election. The names of the candidates shall be
arranged alphabetically by surname immediately below the question re-
lating to the charter commission.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this
Act shall take effect when approved.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This new draft allows local government the option of 6 at large voter mem-
bers on the charter commission, as currently p‘rm_ric_led, or one voter member
from each district or ward, as provided in the original bill.



