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ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 570 

H. P. 465 House of Represent.2.tives, February 17, 1977 
Referred tu the Committee on Transportation. Sent up for concurrence 

and 1,800 ordered printed. 
EDWINI-I. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by ~dr. Brenerman uf Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY - SEVEN 

AN ACT to Establish Registration for Governmental Vehicles. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

29 MRSA § 256, as last amended hy PL H)7S, c. 609, is repealed and the 
following cnactecl in its place: 

§ 256. Governmental vehicles 

I. State vehicles. All state-owned vehicles shall be registered by the 
Secretary of State, but shall be exempt from this Title as to the payment of 
registration fees, but shall not be exempt from the inspection requirements 
of section 2122. Plates for the vehicles shall be of a design determined by 
the Secretary of State and shall expire at the end of each 6-year semiperma
nent plate program. The vehicles may, in addition, display a marker or in
signia, approved by the Secretary of State, plainly designating them as state
owned. 

A. Motor vehicles used by departments, commissions or agencies charged 
by law with law enforcement or investigatory functions, if used for those 
purposes by personnel who have full-time law enforcement or investigatory 
duties, shall not be required to display a special registration plate if the 
Commissioner of Public Safety so authorizes for he shall be the approving 
authority for all unmarked vehicles. Records of all unmarked vehicles 
shall be designated and held confidential. 

2. Municipal vehicles. All county, municipal, school and water district 
vehicles shall be registered with the Secretary of State who shall furnish 
semipermanent plates for each vehicle which shall expire at the end of each 
6-year semipermanent plate program. The vehicles shall be exempt from this 



2 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 570 

Title as to payment of registration fees, but shall not be exempt from the 
inspection requirements of section 2I22. The plate or plates shall be of a 
design determined by the Secretary of State. 

A municipal fire department or an organized volunteer fire department may 
be exempt from this Title as to registration and payment of registration fees, 
but shall not be exempt from the inspection requirements of section 2I22. 

All vehicles owned or used by any municipal corporation therein and all ve
hicles loaned by automobile dealers to municipalities for use in driver edu
cation in secondary schools and all motor vehicles loaned by automobile 
dealers to private secondary schools for use in driver education in the schools 
and all motor vehicles used in volunteer ambulance and rescue squad services 
in such municipalities shall be registered, but shall be exempt from this Title 
as to the registration fees, except that when the vehicles are leased or rented 
for commercial purposes they shall be subject to payment of fees as provided 
in this Title. All such vehicles shall display registration plates as required 
by this Title or approved by the Secretary of State. 

3. Federal government vehicles. Vehicles legally owned by the Federal 
Government which are used by persons in this State under lease with right 
of purchase agreement or otherwise shall be registered. 

The Secretary of State is authorized to issue registration certificates and 
registration plates without fee to federal and other governmental agencies, 
not otherwise required to be registered under this Title. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The purpose of this bil1 is to clarify, strengthen and improve the existing 
registration law by requiring that all st.ate and municipal owned vehicles 
be registered with the Secretary of State. 




