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(EMERGENCY) 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 2103 

S. P. 665 In Senate, January 27, 1976 
Referred to Committee on Education. Sent down for concurrence and or

dered printed. 
HARRY N. STARBRANCH, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Berry of Androscoggin. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY -SIX 

AN ACT Extending the Time During Which School Budgets 
May Be Accepted. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become 
effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the Legislature is currently considering amendments to the school 
funding laws that may substantially affect the portion of educational costs 
borne by pr.operty taxes during the current or ensuing fiscal year; and 

Whereas, municipalities and school districts are required by law to adopt 
their annual budgets prior to specified times that may occur before the Legis
lature has acted upon such amendments; and 

Whereas, it is vital that assessments committed for collection during the 
current or ensuing fiscal year accurately reflect the requirements of the most 
recent actions of the Legislature in order to avoid hardship or inconvenience 
to the taxpayers of the State; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emer
gency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the fol
lowing legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

20 MRSA § 3718 is enacted to read: 
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§ 3718. School budget adoption period extended 

Notwithstanding any other provision of statute or charter to the contrary, 
municipalities, School Administrative Districts and community school dis
tricts may, during the current fiscal year 1976, adopt their respective annual 
budgets at any time prior to April IS, 1976. Municipal officers and school 
directors or trustees may not certify to the aSSessors any amount to be raised 
by taxation until such time as a final budget has been approved that includes 
the total educational cost estimates for the current or ensuing fiscal year. 
Expenditures may be made by municipalities or school districts after the com
mencement of, and prior to adoption of a final budget for, the current fiscal 
year 1976 based on interim or partial budgets adopted by the municipal 
officers, boards of directors of School Administrative Districts or boards of 
trustees of community school districts. A final budget approved by a munici
pality or school district prior to the effective date of this Act may be recon
sidered and any warrants issued to assessors pursuant to such adopted 
budgets may be revoked. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
Act shall take effect when approved. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The purpose of this bill is to extend the budget submission dates for munici
palities and school districts, to enable such budgets to be submitted after 

,the Legislature has completed making the changes in the Education Financ
ing Act. 
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