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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 
r 

Legislative Document No. 2087 

S. P. 663 In Senate, January 26, I976 
Referred to the Committee on State Government. Sent down for concur

rence and ordered printed. 
HARRY N. STARBRANCH, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Curtis of Penobscot. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY - SIX 

AN ACT to Establish the Dates of Legislative Sessions and to Clarify Laws 
Relating to Expenses of Legislators. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec.!. 3 MRSA § 2, as last amended by PL I975, c. 5r, is further amended 
to read: 

§ 2. Dates of legislative sessions, salary, expenses and travel of Members of 
Legislature and Representatives of Indian tribes 

Each member of the Senate and House of Representatives, beginning with 
the first Wednesday after the first Tuesday of January, ~ 1977, shall re
ceive ~,n-e $5,000 in the first year and $r,ooo in the 2nd year of each bien
nium ~ ffi€H1:fl'::f' ~ ~ ~'::Hate fffi4 ~ ~ Ji€flf'CS€Htati 0es, be~il1:fting 
w+H;, tfl.e ~ w.eefte5~ ~ :fa~, +977' €oft4 ~a#e;o, ~ i'~ $"5,eee 
ffi #te ftffit ;-etM' tH1:4 f);+,eee ift -t~ £~ yea:- ~ -ea-eft .fl.te~ and $4,000 ex
penses for the first regular session and shall be paid for travel at each legis
lative session once each week at the same rate per mile to and from his place 
of abode as state employees receive, the mileage to be determined by the most 
reasonable direct route €*€€1* ~ ~gislE'-tei"5 ffi...,. -b-e reil'l'lbtff's€e: ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 6ft -H.te Maf.5.e Ttff'Hflike flf'o,iaca ~ fra¥e & ¥-e€€~ ~~
~ ~ ~ ~, ettffi ~ ~ ~ f'eifflB1:lf's-ea ~ f,egislatoFs i:ffloe -ti1:e Maifte 
TtlFHflt!..e ffi tFa, eling re aM f¥~ sessions e+ ~ f,.e.gis+a-t-1:H"e '*' ffi ~
ffiafl:oee e+ 4:1-1,. autfio::i:o;e@, €eftor1'l'l~ 8:SSigl'lfR€HtS. He is entitled to mileage 
on the first day of the session, and such amounts to his salary and expenses 
at such times as the Legislature may determine during the session, and the 
balance at the end thereof. The first regular session of the Legislature shall 
adjourn not later than the last day of May. 
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~ meffi~ ~ -Hi-e ~ ftftEl. ~-ee ~ TI:ep;Fese:y:::.tiOf-eS 5l-reJ.± f'~W€ ft 
ffioe-a+ @fte. ~:e1-:ffioi~ ~a~eeift ~ tlffi6-H.;:tt ~ ~'5" ff* ..,a-e* ~ ffi o&H::Aafte-e 
&to sessions ~ ~ b..:gislature arn:J. ~ eae~: 4a,. he e-e€-'!t~ -8"!"erffig~:: ~ffi-
fR'84a+iens :-.wa,. .fr,,::, ~ ffi,1R'tsciia1-eJ,. ~e€4~ aeen4iftee a-': 4ai-l:t 5-e,,

sie-n5 ~ ~ ~gisrt>,-ture. In +fe.u e-+ t4Te fr1-€-e.+ €,fts, ~~ i:Hlov:ancc, ~e4T 
ffieffl~ '?~ ~e ~~~Ie4 ·ffl e €l~i.1,. m~ai- ~Ni:t~ ffi, -HI.., affiou::'.:.~ ~+9 en-4 
*"t-b.~ ~ i:THl-:::::.g0 e:J...l.e,~e5 in f:H'!o .~~ ~ *' b'..?~ i'l'-Ot e,:ce:diftg ~ fJ€f' 
4at-. ,gaffi ffl:m-b-e-F shEell €t-~se- ¥~ an ~~ a~~ ~ eElffi~ffi 
s-e¥r"i€~"" i.n ;f;fte i'tffle-t.m-t ef ~ 

Each member of the Senate and House of Representatives, beginning with 
the first VlTednesday after the first Tuesday of January, 1978, shall receive 
$25 for every day's attendance for the 2nd regular session and $2,000 expenses 
and travel for the 2nd legislative session once each week at the same rate per 
mile to and from his place of abode as state employees receive, the mileage 
to be determined by the most reasonable direct route. He is entitled to mile
age on the first day of the session, and such amounts of his salary and ex
penses at such times as the Legislature may determine during the session 
and the balance at the end thereof. The 2nd regular session of the Legisla
ture shall adjourn not later than the 15th day of March. 

Each member of the Senate shall receive an annual allowance for constitu
ent services in the amount of $600. 

Each member of the House of Representatives shall receive an annual al
lowance for constituent services in the amount of $300. 

The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa
tives shall receive an additional 50'10 above regular compensation, the ma
jority and minority leaders of the Senate and House of Representatives shall 
receive an additional 25% above regular compensation and the assistant ma
jority and minority leaders of the Senate and House of Representatives shall 
receive an additional 12~% above regular compensation. Aft;" ffi-e~ ~ 
a-5 .p~effi ~ t-e~ ~ the ~, ffl' ~et' ~ ~Te e-+ tfte He-1+se, 
~ t'ec:t¥e ~ ft ea,. ~ tfieFefoF 

No additional expenses shall be paid to Legislators from the Legislative 
Account unless authorized by the President of the Senate or Speaker of the 
House of Representatives during any regular session. 

In addition to the salary paid for the regular session of the Legislature, 
when an extra session is called, the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives shall each be paid $25 salary plus $30 expenses for every 
day's attendance, and mileage as aforesaid. 

+fie PFeside1:t ~ ~ ~ ~ SpealceF ~ #l:e H~ e-+ RepFcseM~ 
&to ~ €*tt'e: sessiol'l: 5~ reeei¥e, ffi fto€.~, ~ ~ ~ ea,.'-s attcnaa1'l:ee 

The member of the Penobscot Indian Tribe and the member of the Passa
maquoddy Indian Tribe elected to represent his tribe tJ:ot ~BieRnia+ itS'SeHt

~ ~ 4fi.e Legislat1:1Fe ~ Feceive e: eOl'l'lpe1'l:sation ~ ~,eee fe.r ~ ftf+eft
~ ~ ~ a-t -e;;re.ft legislati, e 32Ssiol'l ~ 'j'8 t:ii''3- {;eo tl:ft4 ~ ffl.-s ~ 
~ ~ &to ~ ~ ra-t-e a-5 ~ effiplo) ee" Fceeiv-e, afT8: aHO'.7EH'tee ~ fH~ 
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~ ~'l:0101:Si3g :1iPCft3Cf1 ft50 a~ ~;o ft1~1" e+ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~i"
;oe.s.e",tativcf1 ~ -ee ~' a:t:ndB.~e .a4; ee:c-l-r ~~ '5~. +floe ~ffi 
&f #tc Sel1;:;.te er ~ ~af(C" 6-f #te ~ ~, a4 &1+ .a.H'l~, w~et;:e+' 4;* 
Leg1:s+atMc ~ fR- 5-e~€"," eo;' ~4:, ~':M"e ~ ~'*:t .ffi ~fflTe ~-101:ftt.s mt4 
"!'€~ +e;o ~H'i"€7H; shall receive $2,000 salary for the first regular session 
and $I,OOO expenses plus mileage as aforesaid. At the 2nd regular session he 
shall receive $r,ooo salary and $500 expenses plus mileage as aforesaid. Spe
cial session compensation shall be the same as for other Legislators. 

The President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
the floor leaders and their assistants and members of a committee, with the 
approval of the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House as to 
members of a committee, may also meet on days when the Legislature is not 
in daily session at any convenient location within the State and shall receive 
$40 per day salary and be reimbursed for their actual expenses, with the ex
ception of mileage which shall be paid at the same rate received by state 
employees. 

Sec. 2. Appropriation. There is appropriated from the General Fund to 
the Legislative Account the sum of $264,300 to carry out the purposes of this 
Act. The breakdown shall be as follows: 

LEGISLA TURE 

All Other 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The Legislature will meet in annual sessions effective January 5, I977. This 
bill will provide a salary structure and expense account structure in compli
ance with these annual sessions. By the provision of a set expense allowance 
it will relieve the work load of the Legislative Finance Office by eliminating 
the necessity of filing individual expense sheets each week and will provide 
for more orderly payment of expenses to members of the Legislature. 




