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ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1806

H. P. 1421 House of Representatives, April 7, 1975
On motion of Mr. Cooney of Sabattus, referred to the Committee on State
Government. Sent up for concurrence and ordered printed.
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Spencer of Standish.
Cosponsor: Mrs. Najarian of Portland.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-FIVE

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Provide for
Direct Initiative for Proposed Amendments to the Constitution.

Constitutional amendment. RESOLVED: Two-thirds of each branch of
the Legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution
of this State be proposed:

Constitution, Article IV, Pt. 3, § 18, first sentence, is amended to read:
The electors may propose to the Lecrlslature for its consideration any bill or
resolve, oF resetution 1nc1ud1ng bills to amend or repeal emergency legislation,
but net an amendment of the State Constitution by written petition addressed
to the Legislature or to either branch thereof and filed in the office of the
Secretary of State or presented to either branch of the Legislature within
forty-five days after the date of convening of the Legislature in regular ses-
sion.

Constitution, Article IV, Pt. 3, § 18-A is enacted to read:

Section 18-A. Direct initiative of amendments to the Constitution. The
electors may propose to the Legislature for its consideration any amendment
to the State Constitution by written petition addressed to the Legislature or
to either branch thereof and filed in the office of the Secretary of State or
presented to either branch of the Legislature within forty-five days after the
date of convening of the Legislature in regular session. Any constitutional
amendment thus proposed by the electors, the number of which shall not be
less than ten percent of the total vote for Governor cast in the last guber-
natorial election preceding the filing of such petition, shall be voted upon as
proposed, in the form of a resoluticn, by the Legislature at the session at
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which it is presented, and if passed by a vote of one-half of all the members
elected to each House, the resolution shall be sent to the selectmen of the
several towns, and the assessors of the several plantations, empowering and
directing them to notify the inhabitants of their respective towns and planta-
tions, in the manner prescribed by law, at the next biennial meetings in the
month of November, or to meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling
and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of Senators
and Representatives, on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November
following the passage of said resolve, to give in their votes on the question,
whether such amendment shall be made; and if it shall appear that a majority
of the inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of such amendment, it
shall become a part of this Constitution.

Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. 3rd, § 20, is amended to read:

& b2 N 11

Section 20. Meaning of words “electors”, “people”, “recess of Legislature”,
“general election”, “measure”, and “written petition”. As used in eithes any
of the #hwee four preceding sections the words “electors” and “people” mean
the electors of the State qualified to vote for Governor; “recess of the Legis-
lature” means the adjournment without day of a session of the Legislature;
“general election” means the November election for choice of presidential
electors, Governor and other state and county officers; “measure” means an
Act, bill or resolve e sesebution proposed by the people, or two or more such,
or part or parts of such, as the case may he; “written petition” means one or
more petitions written or printed, or partly written and partly printed, with
the original signatures of the petitioners attached, verified as to the authen-
ticity of the signatures by the oath of one of the petitioners certified thereon,
and accompanied by the certificate of the clerk of the city, town or plantation
in which the petitioners reside that their names appear on the voting list of
his city. town or plantation as qualified to vote for Governor. The petition
shall set forth the full text of the measure or constitutional amendment re-
quested or proposed. The full text of a measure or constitutional amendment
submitted to a vote of the people under the provisions of the Constitution
need not be printed on the official ballots, but, until otherwise provided by
the Legislature, the Secretary of State shall prepare the ballots in such form
as to present the question or questions concisely and intelligibly.

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re-
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors
of the several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in
the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of
said inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next
general election in the month of November or special state-wide election on
the Tuesday following the first Monday of November following the passage
of this resolution to give in their votes upon the amendment proposed in the
foregoing resolution, and the question shall be:

“Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the
Legislature to provide for direct initiative for proposed amendments to the
Constituticn?”
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The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the
words “Yes” or “No” their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received,
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as
votes for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and
Council shall review the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the
inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, the Gover-
nor shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amend-
ment shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of
the Constitution.

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary
of State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations
ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolution, accom-
panied by a copy thereof.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this Resolution is to amend the Constitution of the State
to provide for direct initiative by the electors of constitutional amendments.
This Resolve provides that if a written petition containing signatures of
electors representing not less than 10 percent of the total vote for Governor
at the last gubernatorial election is presented to the Legislature within 453
days of convening for a regular session, the Legislature may pass it, without
change, as a resolution by a vote of one-half of all elected members in each
House. It will then be put out for vote by the electorate of the next general
election in November, and if passed by a majority, shall become a part of the
Constitution.





