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ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1619 

1. B. I In Senate, April 9, 1975 
On Motion of Senator Speers of Kennebec, referred to Committee on 

Natural Resources. Sent down for concurrence and ordered printed. 
HARRY N. STARBRANCH, Secretary 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY - FIVE 

AN ACT to Establish a Public Preserve in the Bigelow Mountain Area. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec.!. Bigelow Preserve. The Department of Conservation, including 
the several bureaus and agencies therein, and the Department of Inland Fish
eries and Game are hereby authorized and directed to acquire approximately 
40,000 acres of land on and around Bigelow Mountain in Franklin and Somer
set Counties for a public preserve to be known as the Bigelow Preserve. The 
Preserve shall include generally all land in Wyman and North One Half town
ship north of Stratton Brook and Stratton Brook Pond, and all land in Dead 
River township south and east of Flagstaff Lake. All public lots within or 
contiguous to this area shall be included within the Bigelow Preserve. 

Sec. 2. Administration and Acquisition. The Preserve shall be adminis
tered by the Departments of Conservation and Inland Fisheries and Game. 
The Departments shall seek and use funds for the acquisition of the land 
necessary for the Bigelow Preserve from state bond issues and appropriations, 
federal funds, and other sources now or hereafter available to them. Acquisi
tion shall be coordinated by the Department of Conservation. Sufficient prop
erty rights and interests shall be acquired to accomplish the purposes of this 
Act. 

Sec. 3. Purpose. The purpose of this Act is to set aside land to be re
tained in its natural state for the use and enjoyment of the public. The 
Preserve shall be managed for outdoor recreation such as hiking, fishing, and 
hunting, and for timber harvesting. Timber harvesting within the Preserve 
shall be carried out in a manner approved by the Bureau of Forestry and 
consistent with the area's scenic beauty and natural features. All motor 
vehicles, not including vehicles engaged in timber harvesting, shall be re-
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stricted to roads designated for their use, except that snowmobiles shall also 
be allowed on designated trails. Designated roads shall be limited to those 
easily accessible to automobiles as of the effective date of this Act. No build
ings, ski lifts, power transmission facilities, or other structures shall be built 
in the Preserve except for open trail shelters, essential service facilities, tem
porary structures used in timber harvesting, small signs, and other small 
structures that are in keeping ""ith the undeveloped character of the Preserve. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This is a bill to set aside approximately 40,000 acres on and around Bigelow 
Mountain for a public preserve dedicated to such activities as hiking, camp
ing, fishing, hunting, timber harvesting, canoeing, snowshoeing, cross-country 
skiing, and snowmobiling. Acquisition shall be through fee ownership or 
easements. 




