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ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1414 

H. P. IIo4 House of Representatives, March 24, 1975 
On motion of Mr. Drigotas of Auburn, referred to the Committee on Taxa

tioll. Sent up for concnrrence and <lrderec1 printed. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Presented by l\fr. Stubbs of Hallowell. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY -FIVE 

AN ACT Relating to Assessing Standards. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. 36 MRSA § 303, sub-§ 3, as enacted by PL 1973, c. 620, § IO, is 
amended to reae! : 

3. Single-unit municipal assessing area. The ~ Tem ~ Director 
of the Bureau of Property Taxation shall afford any municipality meeting 
assessment standards consistent with this chapter promulgated by him under 
the State Administrative Code the option of joining with other municipalities 
in a primary assessing area or heing itself designated as the primary assessing 
unit. 

Sec. 2. 36 MRSA § 303, sub-§§ 4 and 5, are enacted to reae!: 

4. Standards. Each primary assessing area and single-unit municipal as-
sessing area shall meet the following standards: 

A. An area's rating of assessment quality shall not exceed 30 in 1977, 25 
in 1978 and 20 in 1979 and thereafter; 

B. An area's assessing function shall be performed by persons who are 
certified by the Director of the Bureau of Property Taxation or by firms or 
organizations recognized as qualified by the Director of the Bureau of 
Property Taxation; 

C. The assessment records of areas with populations of 5,000 or more shall 
be available for public inspection in an office that is open during regular 
business hours; and the assessment records of areas with populations of 
less than 5,000 shall be available for public inspection at reasonable times 
and places; 
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D. An area shall, prior to January I, I980, have a tax map meeting mini
mum standards promulgated by the Director of the Bureau of Property 
Taxation. 

5. Limitations on administrative standards. The Director of the Bureau 
of Property Taxation shall not promulgate assessing standards that affect the 
authority of an area's governing body to determine the number, compensation 
and duration of employment of personnel appointed or employed by the area; 
require assessing areas to prepare valuation lists through the use of electronic 
data processing prior to I981; or make the standards listed in subsecticn 4 
more restrictive. 

STATEl\IENT OF FACT 

This provides specitic legislative standards for the administratioll of the 
property tax. It will permit any municipality which maintains a specified 
rating- of assessment quality to be a single-unit assessing area. Such units 
may have the assessing function performed by a part-time certified assessor 
or a professional appraisal firm. The Bureau of Property Taxation is re
stricted from mandating the number, compensation or duration of employ
ment of primary or single-unit municipal assessing area personnel. 




