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STATE OF MAINE 

SENATE 
l07TH LEGISLATURE 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT"A"to S.P. 212, L.D. 739, Bill, "AN 

Act Relating to Maine Veterinary Practice." 

Amend said Bill by striking out everything after the 

enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the following: 

~ 
Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §l, first sentence, as last repealed and replacec 

by PL 1973, c. 788, §29, is amended to read: 

The Department Qf Agriculture, as heretofore established and 

hereinafter in this Title called the "departmen~' shall be 

maintained for the improvement of agriculture and the advancement 

of the interests of husbandry, and shall consist of the Commissioner 
hereinafter m this Title called the "canmissioner," 
of Agri culture;' appoi nted by the Governor with the advi ce and 

consent of the Council, to serve a term cotenninous with the 

Governor subject to removal from the offi ce for cause by the 

Governor and Co unci 1, and the following as heretofore created 

and established: The Maine Dairy Council Committee, the Maine 

Milk Commission, the Maine Potato Commission, the Seed Potato 

Board, Milk Tax Committee, the Soil and Water Conservation 

Commission, the Harness Racing Commission and the Board of 

Veterinary ~*a~~Reps Medicine. 
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Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §2, last 11, as last amended by PL 1973, 

c. 95, §2, is further amended to read: 

11 The commissioner does not have authority to exercise or inter

fere with the exercise of any discretionary statutory authori ty 
granted to the following, which authority shall be exclusively 

within the specific board, bureau, agency, commission, committee 

or other governmental un; t: The Maine Dai ry Council Committee, 

the Maine Milk Commission, the Seed Potato Board, the Harness 

Racing Commission, Milk Tax Committee, the Maine Potato Commission, 

the Soil and Water Conservation Commission and the Board of 

Veterinary eKaM~"eps Medicine. 

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA c. 71, as amended, is repealed. 

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA c. 7l-A is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 7l-A 

MAINE VETERINARY PRACTICE ACT OF 1975 

§ 4851. Legislative findings 

The Legislature finds and declares that the public health, safety 

and we ]fare of the State of Mai ne requi res the exerci se of the pol ice 

powers of this State to safeguard the people of Maine from inCompetent, 

dishonest or unprincipled practitioners of veterinary medicine and 

further that the right to practice veterinary medicine is a privilege 

conferred by legislative grant to persons possessed of personal and 

"professional qualifications. 

§ 4852. Short title 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Maine VeteOrinary 

Practice Act of 1975." 
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'-- §4853. Definitions 

When used in this chapter, except where otherwise indicated 

1. Animal. __ '.~n~al" means any animal other than man and 

includes fowl, birds, fish and reptiles, wild or domestic, living 

. £_~ __ ~nimal technician. "Animal technician" means a person 

-.• ho ha~_ co~pleteci a minimum of 2 college years of training or 

e_@.Jyalenj:_~:-Y..~f __ "-~ft_ifi.§dprog:r~_t.Q _!>§.9_om_~ ___ !!!Lanimal techniciaJJ 

according to standards adopted by the American Veterinary Medical 

Association's Committee on Accreditation of Training for Animal 

Technicians and by the board as provided by rule and regulation 

and successfully passed an examination prescribed by such association 

'nd the board for registration. 

3. Board. "Board" means the Maine State Board of Veterinary 

Medicine. 

4. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of 

Agriculture or his duly authorized agen~ 

5 • L icen sed yeter =-i,-"n-=a~r,-"i"",a,,,n,-,-,-. __ "..=L,,-,l.=.:' c",-e~n,-"s~e~d~v~e~tc!;e1..:!r,-,l.!o!' n,,-a~r~i:.!:a~n!..'_' -,m~ellal!n!Es 

a person wh_o is Y.:{I.1idly and currently licensed by the board to 

.P.rCl_~~!ce _~~terinary me_~~cine in this State. 

{)-,-__ J?erson. 

association, joint venture, cooperative and corporation or any other 

group or combination acting in concert; and whether or not acting 
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~rinci.Eal, trustee, fiduciary,receiver or.as ",any other kind 

of legal or personal representative, or as the successor in interest, 

assignee, agent, facto...!:...L servant, employee, director, officer or, 

any other represe~tative of such person. 

7.,,-_J'ra,<::t.i.<::E':! of,yeteEj.E~ry medicine. "Practice of" veterinary 

medicine" means: 

!i-...._TO _~i~gnos~,L".trea~ correct, change, relieve or" prevent 

animal disease, deformity, defect, injury or other physical 

or prescription oradministratioD 

of an lication anesthetic or 

other therapeutic or diagnostic substance or technique and the 

use of any manual or mechanical procedure for artificial 

insemination, for testing for pregnancy or for correcting 

sterility, or infertility! or to render advice or recommendar' ~ 

~ith regard to any of the above; 

B. To represent, directly or indirectly, publicly or 

privately, an ability and willingness to do any act described 

in paragraph A; 

C. To use any title, words, abbreviation or letters in a manner 

or under circumstances which induce the belief that the person 

using them is qualified to do any act described in paragraph 

A, except where such a person is a veterinarian. 

L School of veterinary medicine. "School of veterinary 

medic~~e~.means an~eterinary college or division of a college or 

!l~ivt:~_~.l:y that offers the degree of Doctor of Veterinary Medid 
reauired 

pr its eguivalent and that conforms to the standards/by the Maine 

State ,Boiud"_~~,~.eJ:~..!j._~~ Medicine as provided in this chapter '. 
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9. Veterinarian. "Veterinarian" means a person who has received 

~o. Veterinary medicine. "Veterinary medicine" includes 

soeci_'!.Lties _~ veterinary medicine. 

§4854. Board of Veterinary Medicine 

State 

of 



C1 Of.: R. 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "Alita S.P. 212, L.D. 739 -6-

§4855. Officers 

The board shall organize annually by electing a president, a secretary 

who need not be a member of the board andsi~'i-~~ffi cers as may be 

deemed necessary. The secretary shall maintain the correspondence of the 

~oard, ~eE...~_~cord of all proceedings, incl uding the disposition of all 

applic~!!.9.~ fo~ _lj£~nse~I._!:.~_gistration as animal technicians and keep 

~ regi~~er CJ_f _,!~-,!_p_~rso~s __ ~~~~]L1jcens~~ by the board or registered 

as an animal technician. All board records shall be open to public 

inspection during _ regular office hours. ________ _ _____ _ 

All revenues received by the board shall be deposited with the 

Areas urer of t-7 tate and expended on voucher.s~pproved by the commi ssi oner. 

The commissioner shall have authority, subject to the Personnel Law, 

to employ such personnel as may be deemed necessary to carry out the 

purposes of this chapter. 

I 485"'. Meeti ngs· 

The board shall meet at least once a year at a time and pl ace fi xed 

by the board. Other meetings may be called by the president by giving 

notice as requ; red by rule. A majority of the board constitutes a quorum. 

Ii 4857.. Removal 

Members of the board may be removed by the commi ss; oner for cause, 

after notice and hearing. 

Ii 485i. Expenses 

Members of the board shall be pai d at the rate of $50 for each day, 

or substantial portion thereof, they are engaged in the work of the 

board, in addition to their actual expenses while carrying out the 

I functions of the board. Expenses shall be paid by voucher:sapproved by 
! 

the commi ss i oner. 
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§4859. Powers 

The board shall have power to: 

1. Establish standards. Establish, consistent with this chap
ter, standards of qualification for the practice of veterinary 
medicine in the State of Maine, and, for the purpose of section 
4853, subsection 8 and section 4861, recognize schools of 
veterinary medicine. 

2. Issue, renew, deny, suspend or revoke licenses. Issue, 
renew, deny, suspend or revoke licenses and temporary permits 
to practice veterin~ry medicine in the State or otherwise 
~i~~line~icensed veterinarians consistent with this chapter 
and the rules and regulations adopted thereunder. Such rules 
~nd reguliltIOns shall be made in accordance with the purpose 
and intent of the law and the standards set forth in this chapter 
and shall include but--are not limited to rules and regulations 
concer~misconduct, fraud, advertising, standards of competency, 
personal conduct, standards of sanitation for the operation of 
veterinary hospitals, associations with other veterinarians and 
unprofessional conduct. Such rules and regulations sha~~ be 
appropriate to establish and maintain a high standard of integrity 
and dignity among licensed veterinarians and animal technicians. 

3. After hearing, adopt, amend or repeal rules and regulations. 
After hearing, adopt, amend or repeal rules and regulations 
necessary to carry into effect this chapter. 

4. Establish a schedule of fees. Establish a schedule of 
feeS-~t~licensing and registration of veterinarians. 

5. Conduct investigations. Conduct investigations of alleged 
violations of this chapter and the rules and regulations adopted 
thereunder. 

6. Register animal technicians. Register animal technicians 
in accordance with procedures as the board may prescribe by 
rules and regulations. 

7. Hold hearings. Hold hearings on all mat-ters prope~ 
brought before the full-member board and in connection thereto ~o 
administer oaths, receive evidence, make necessarv determinations 
and enter orders consistent with the findings. The board may 
requlre by subpoena the attendance and testimony of witnesses and 
the production of papers, records or other docume~ary evidence 
and commission depositions. The board may designate one of i~s 
members to serve as its hearing officer, who shall act as t~e 
chairman of the hearing proceeding. The ~earing officer shall 
give notice and conduct the hearing in accordance with section 
4859-A. 

8. Bring proceedings. Bring proceedings in the courts fer 
the enforcement of this chapter or any rules and regulation:s-
made pursuant thereto. 
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§4859-A. Notice and conduct of hearing 

1. Notice of hearing. Whenever 
Medicine holds a lUblic hearin as 
~mencr~o~el?ea ing process, t e 

~. Publish notice of said hearing in evert daily newspaper 
~blished in the State. The notice shall e given at least 
10 da~rior to the date set for the hearing and shall include: 

(1) A statement of the time and place at which the hearing 
rs-to b€h'eld; and 

~2) Either the express terms or an informative summary of 
the proposed rule action or a description of the subject 
matter to be discussed; and 

a reference to the statutor 
board proposes to adopt, 

(4) Any additional matter which may be prescribed by 
statute applicable to the board or __ to the specific rule 
or class of rules under consideration. 

B. Take such other steps as it deems necessary to convey 
effective notice to persons who are likely to have an interes_ 
rn-theproposed rule action. 

C. Failure of any eerson to receive notice of a hearing on 
a proposed rule actlon is not grounds for invalidating th~ 
resulting action if notice was published in the daily news
papers of the State, as provided above. 

2. Conduct of the hearing. The board shall hold a public 
hearing at the time and place designated in the notice of the 
hearing, and shall afford all interested persons or their 
representatives an opportunity to present facts, views or 
arguments relative to the proposal under consideration. The 
board shall afford each interested person opportunity to present 
his or her views orally. At thebeginning of each hearing, if 
the board has made a proposal, the board shall present a summary 
of the factual information on which its proposal is based, 
including any information obtained through informal conferences 
or consultations. 

The board shall keep minutes of records of the tearing i~ s~~~ 
manner as it determines to be desirable and feasible. The boar~ 
or its dul authorized representatlve may continue or postpon~ 
the hear ~to such time an place as it determines, but procer 
notice must J:Je" given of the new time and place. 
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The full board shall be present at the hearing. If a record 
of the hearlL~ has been made, argument shall be lImited to the 
record. 

§4860. License required 

~rson may practice veterinary medlcine in this State who 
is not a licensed veterinarian or the holder of a valid temporary 
permit issued by the board. This shall not apply to: 

I. Federal, state or local government employee. An employee 
of the federal, state or local government performing his official 
duties. 

2. Regular student. A person who is a regular student in a 
veterinary school performing duties or actions assigned by his 
instructors or working under the direct supervision of a licensed 
veterinarian during a school vacation period. 

3. Person performing accepted livestock practices. 

4. Out-of-state veterinarian consulting with licensed veter
inarian regularly licensed in another state consulting with a 
licensed veterinarian in this State. 

5. Owner or caretaker of an animal. The owner or caretaker 
of an-animal and the owneris regular employee caring for and 
treating the animal belonging to such owner, except where the 
ownersh~of the animal was transferred for purposes of circum
venting this chapter. 

6. Certain faculty members. A member of the faculty of a 
veterinary school performing his regular functions, or a person 
~ecturing or giving instructions or demonstrating at a veterinary 
school or in connection with a continuing education course or 
seminar. 

J. Person applying certain chemicals. Any person selling or 
applyin~ any pesticide or insecticide for the betterment and 
protectlon of the animal. 

8. Person engaged in scientific research. Any person en
gaging in bona fide scientific research which reasonabl 
requires experlmentatlon lnvo vlng. anlmals. 
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9. Person p~rfor~ing artificial insemination commercialli 
Any per~on on ~~~e.w~t~ the Maine Department of Agriculture 
perform~ng art~f~c~al ~nsemination. 

10. Persons performing horseshoeing and trimming of feet, 

11. N~ne shall be held liable for emergency treatment 
given any animai, except the owner whether the owner ;s known 
or unknown. .. .--=';~''--'':=:':::=:'''''-:==-'::~:=:::....:!.~~~~ 

12. Animal and humane shelters under the supervision of a 
licensed Maine veterinarian. 

I 4861. Application for license; qualifications and examination 

Any person desiring a license to practice veterinary medicine jn this 

~tate shall make written application to the board. The application shall 

show that the applicant is a citizen of the United States or canada, or 

an applicant for citizenship. a graduate of a veterinary school recognized 

arulapproved bv the American Veterinary t~edical Association and by the 

board, a person of good moral character and such other information and 

proof as the board may requi reo The appl i cation shall be accompanied by 

,a fee in the aroount established by the board. 

If the board determines that the applicant possesses the proper 

qualifications, it shall admit the applicant to the next examination, 

or if the applicant is eligible for a license without examination under 

subsection 2, "'<~-----::>~ the board may forthwith grant him a 

license. If an applicant is found not qualified to take the examination 

or for a license without examination, the secretary of the board shall 

i~A~lv notify the apDlicant in writing of such finding and the 

-10, 
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grounds therefol:~ ~~~pp!icant found unqualified may request a hearing 

9n the question of his qualifications under the procedure set forth in 

section 4867. 

1. Examina.~t~~~ _JQe boar.!Lshall hold at least one examination 

during.egch year qn~mQY~Qld such additional examinations 

as are necessary .. The s~cretary sbalJ.EivepublicJlOUCe.QJ 

the time and_p]a.<:~ foreach . .examination at least 120 days in. 

advance gf the. dat.~~t f()r:ttJ.e~x~mination'-nA person desiring 

to take an examinati()n sball make appJi~a..tLqll-'!Lillll.....§..O.<lays 

before the date of the examination. 

~.-",--The_Q~par.aJion-,._a.QlTlinistration~ and grading of examiQk.. 

~·----··tions shall be governed by regulations prescribed by the board. 

'<---'~fter each examination.,the S~cret '11 
J ~ ary soa n.ot~ f}'_~a5h 

examinee of the resul.t of his eX~~i.~ati0.'l!..~nd the. boa.rd shall 

i S5 ue a certi fi cate. t.oe~ch pers.on.~iJ.c~ess.~.l1!~C2./i1P.i.eJin9...tl'1e 
examination.The~ecretary .Shan.~co.~d the certificdte..Md. 

. i 55 ue a li~en~e UP~"-Jlay~_nt .ofthe 1 i cenSe fee. Any oe rsoll 

fail in9. an exarnin~ti~ .. sl1.a]l_b~.a.~f:1L:tte~ to an,!' Subsequent 

examination on p~~ment of the dOD1icatjQo ~ee 
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2 ..~oard_~_i~_sue license without a written examinat.l.SlD .. 

The board may issue a license without a written examination 

to a qualified applicant who furnishes satisfactory proof 

that he is a graduate of a veterinary school and who has for 

the 5 years next prior to filing his application been a 

practi ci ng vete ri na ri an 1 i censed ina state, te rritory or 

district of the United States having license requireflEnts, 

at the time the applicant was first licensed, which were 

substantially equivalent to the requirements of this chapter; 
. - , . 

an.<Lp[o-.YiAiruLno li cense shall be issued under this section, 

un 1 ess the 5 tate from whi ch the app 1 i can t COIlES shall acco rd 
- ". -

equaLdghts to the duly licensed veterjnarians of Maine. 

At its discretion, the board may orally or practically 

any person gualifying for licensure under this 

section. 

3. Temporary permit. The board may issue without examination 

a temporary permit to practice veterinary IlEdicine in this 

/-tate to a qualified applicant for license pending examina

tion, provided that such temporary permit shall expire the 

day after the notice of results of the fi rst examination 
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given after the permit Is Issuea. 

~-All persons granted permi t~ ufl.der: tilLs gi=JjPJJ .~lltiJ 

furnish proof 0LUabil.!.!y insurance to c()v.E!.!_the_Q..a...te of 

th I s pe nni t. 

1 A_J:E;fll.PQ.r~r~I"Tl1LtJ!lEYjJ~s~m~rili'Jevoked by 

majori!.'L vote of the boardl'i_it"o~t a ~in.9. 

§ 4862. Status of persons currently licensed 

-13-

Any person holding a valid license to practice veterinary medicine 

in this ,ttate on the date this chapter becomes effective shall be 

r:e£Q.gJllzed as a licensed veterinarian and shall be entitled to retain 

t:nhii s~s!Jt~a~t~u~s~s~o:l.-Jl~o,!!ngg~a~s>..J:h~e~c~om~p~l~i~e~s~w~1!.:· t~h~======~-" th i s cn ap te r ! 

including annual renewal of the license within 30 days of notification 

of its being due. 

§ 4863. License renewal 

All licenses shall expi re annually on December 31~nd snan bE: 

renewed by registr:ation with the bo.ar~_<!'ldjJ~ment_ol~!ene\"'''1_i2.? 
-I' 

established by the board. On December l?Qf ea.:h 'lear, the seCi2ta;"'i 

shall mail a notice to each licensed veter~narian that his licen~~ 

will expire on December 31..Ji'and provide him with a fer;;) for r2;"2~-:L
Vation. The secretary shall issue a renewai cc:-t~ficate (j c.~', 

[lersons regi s te ri ng un de r thi s chapter. 
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.~Lpersoru!t1Q~:::=,~_j~Tactice9 veterinary medi cine after the 

expiration of his license and willfully or by neglect failSto renew 

such license shall be practicing in violation of this chapterj provided 

~any person mJDL~new an expired license within 2 years of the date 

of its expiration by making written application for renewal and paying 

the current renewal fee plus all delinguent renewal fees. After 2 years 

have elapsed since the date of the expiration,the holder must make 

application for a new license. 

By rule the board may wai ve the payment of the registration renewal 

fee of a licensed veterinarian during the period when he is on active 

duty with any branch of the £rmed4ervices of the United States, not to 
I I 

exceed the longer of 3 years or the duration of a national emergency. 
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§4864. Revocation, suspension or discipline 

Upon written complaint sworn to by any person, the board may, 
after a fair hearing and investigation and by a concurrence of 
5 members, revoke or suspend for a stated time the license of, 
or otherwise discipline, any licensed veterinarian upon the 
finding of any of the following: 

1. Convictions. Conviction in this State or another state 
or in a federal court of a felony or of a crime involving moral 
~ur~itude; 

2. Fraud. The employment of fraud, misrepresentation or 
deciEtiCln--irl()btaining a license; 

3. Violation of drug laws. Conviction of violation of any 
tederal or itate law regulating the possession, d~stribution or 

se of any arcotic drug or cannabis; 

4. Chronic use of drugs. Chronic or habitual use of drugs; 

5. Insanity. An adjudication of insanity; 
Certa~n prescriptions of narcotics. 

6. /Prescribing narcotic drugs for other than accepted 
theraeeutic purposes; 

Malpractice. 
7. /Gross or repeated malpractice; 

Incompetence or gross negligence. 
8. /Incompetence or ~ross negligence; 

2..:. Cru~.l~o animals. Tile performance of any inhumane o£ 
cruel act:,,_ as established bX the board in accordance with Ti t1e.·.~17 ' 

sect~on_s __ iJL9J.... saW in the treatment or care of any animal; 
i c;>[I092, 

I 

~permitting an annual technician to perform prohibited 
I acts. 

---To:\ Permit ;--7't~i-n-g-a-_n-y-r-e-g-~"'" s~t-e-r-e-d::-a-n-:-i-m-a-:l:-t:-e-c7h-n~i:-c-~:-' a-n-o-p-e-r-a=-t-:-::-i-=n-=g=---
~l1de_~_his supervision to perform any act or ~eration other than 
~~ermitted under section 4866; 

.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~U~n~p~r~o~fessional conduct, as defined 
which shall include 

A. Advertising in any manner considered by the board to be 
false, misleading or otherwise deemed unprofessional; 

B. Knowingly making any false or fraudulent statement, written 
or oral, in connection with the practice of veterinary medicine; 

c. Refusing to divulge to the board upon demand, the means, 
metho~vTCeor instrumentalit uEled in the treatment of 
acfrsea-se;-In-j ury, u ment. or ~n irmi ty of any animal i 
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D. Fraud or dishonest~ in the application or reporting of any 
test for disease in an~mals or making a false report of any 
contagious or infectious disease; , 

Unauthorized associations. 
12. Unauthorized associations. I A veterinarian' shall practice 

only in an individual capacity under his own name or in association 
with a licensed practitioner of veterinary medicine. The following 
shall be deemed unauthorized associations: 

A. Association. Association for the joint practice of 
veterinary medicine with any person, corporation or partner
~not licensed to practice veterinary medicine; 

B. Aiding unauthorized eractice. Knowingly aiding and abetting 
in the practice of veter~nary medicine any person not 
licensed to practice in th~s State; 

C. 

D. Continuing unauthorized associations. The continuance of 
a veterinarian directl or indirectl in the em 10 of or ir
association with any veterinarian a ter knowledge that such 
veterinarian is engaged in the violation of the provislons of 
this chapter; 

13. 

rov~s~ons 

~865. Animal technicians to be registered 

Any qualified person, as defined in section 4853, sUbsection 2, 
desiring registration as an animal technician shall make written 
application to the board, prov~d~ng such information as the 
board shall reguire. 

All animal technicians shall reregister annually before 
December 31st and each registration shall be accompanied by a 
reregistration fee. 

§4865-A. Revocation, suspension or discipline 

erson in writin , 
~~~~~==~~~~~~~~~~~~sh~a=l=l-=b~e grounds for 

convening suspend for a stated time the 
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certificate of registration of, or otherwise discipline, any 
registered animal technician: 

1. Convictions. Conviction in this State or another state 
or in a federal court--of a felony or of a crime involving moral 
tUrPItUde; 

~Fraud. The employment of fraud, misrepresentation or 
deception in obtaining a certificate of registration; 

3. Violation of dru~ laws. Conviction of violation of any 
yederal or$tate law regul~:ting the Eossession, distribution 
or use of any narcotic drug or canna is; 

4. Chronic use of drugs. Chronic or habitual use of drugs; 

5. Insani~. An adjudication of insanity; 
--rTIcompete cy or negligence. . 
6. / Incompetency or gross negligence; 

Malprachce. 
7. / Gross or repeated malpractice; 

8. \.ruel~ animals. The performance of any inhumane or sectior. 
cruel act as established by the board in accordance with Title 17,/ 
VY9l and l092,in the treatment or care of any animal; 
-- urrauthorized acts. 

9. I Performance of any act or operation not authorized under 
section 4866; 

10. Unprofessional conduct. Unprofessional conduct, as 
defined in th,e. rules and regulations of the board, which shall 
include ,but .lS not limited tO,the following: 

7 7 
A. Knowi~ making any false or fraudulent statement, 
written or oral, in connection with the treatment or care 
of animals as defined in section 4866; 

B. Refusing to divulge to the board u on demand, the mea~s, 
method, device or instrumenta it" used in the treatment of 
~disease, injury, ailment or infirmity; 

C. Fraud or dishonesty in the application or reporti~g of 
ar.:;L test for disease in animals, or making a false reoort 
of any con~agious or infectious disease. 
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§ 4866. Duties of animal technicians 

An animal technician registered in the,itate may perfor~under the 

supervision and direction of a licensed veterinarian, such duties as_ 

drug administration, nurSing care, x-ray film exposure and processing .. 

bandage changes, dental prophylaxis, restraint, blood and fecal 

collections, diagnostic laboratory procedures and other such duties (;t4.. 

the supervising veterinarian or the board by rules and regulations may 

prescribe, consistent with 1!:~-------4) this chapter, provided 

that no one but a veterinarian shall diagnose, prognose, .prescribe or 

.initi ate treatment or surgery or perform surgery. 

§4867. Hearing 

A hearing before the full boar~ conducted in accord
ance with section 4859-A, subsection 2, shall be held 
no sooner than 20 days after written notice to a 

~ licensed veterinarian of a complaint against him under section 4865 

or, in the case of a perSon whose application for license is denied, no 

soone r than 10 days afte r recei pt by the board of a wri tten regues t for 

a hearing .. These provisions shall apply in like manner to an animal 

technician against whom charges of unprofessional conduct have been 

made under section 4865, or who has been denied registration by the board. 

Notice of the time and place of the hearing, along with a copy of the 

complaint filed, shall be served on a licensee or registrant in the same 

manner required for original service of process in a civil suit, 
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The applicant, licensee or registered animal technician shall have 

the ri ght to be heard in person and by counsel, the ri ght to subpoena 

witnesses in his behalf and the right to cross-examine witnesses appearing 

a~ainst him. Strict rules of evidence shall not apply. The board shall 

pre~~!~~~ fu~~_reco!:~~_!_ theJroceecl~_E_.!ranscri ot of whi ch recor_d 

may be purchased by any person interested in such hearing on payment to 

~he board of the cost o~reparing such transcri~~ 

The board shall notif~~licantJ licensee or registered animill 

t&ch~ician of its decision in writing 10 days after the conclusion of 

_the hearing. The secretary, in all cases of suspension or revocation, 

shall enter the fact on the register. Any veterinarian whose license 

is revoked or suspended or animal technician whose registration is 

revoked or suspended shall be deemed an unlicensed or unregistered per-soli 

for the purposes of this chapter. 

The fees and expenses allowed witnesses and officers shall be pa~c 

by the board and shall be the same as prescribed by law in civil cases 

in the courts of this Jfate. 
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§ 4868. Appea 1 

Any party aggrieved by a decision of the board may appeal such 

decision to the Superior Court within 90 days after receipt of notice 

Qf the board's decision. Appeals shall be taken by filing with the 

~Ol!LU~~!L~~_cord_of th~Qroceeding certified by the board, and serving 

upon the secretary of the board written notice of the appeal, statin9.~ 

t~~Qs~~reof. The court shall review the decision of the board 

as it would the decision of an inferior court. The decision of the 

reviewing court shall be final and no further appeal shall be taken. 

§ 4g)9. Reinstatement 

~ veterinarian whose license is revoked or suspended or animal 

t~i<l~""!.hose __ ~9.i~tIati~!LJLrevoked or suspended may. at the 

~ion of -1h~boar~L~_r~JicenseQLreregistered or reinstated at 

any time without an examination by majority vote of the board on written 

application made to the board showing cause justifying such relicensing, 

reregistering or reinstatement. 

§48~~ Enforcement 

Any person)who sha~actice veterinary medicine 
without a currently val~d license o~ temporary per
mit I shall be guil~f a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than $50 nor more than $500, or by imprisonment 
for not more than 90 days, or by both, provided 
that each act of such unlawful practice shall 
constitute a distinct and separate offense. 

No person, who shall practice veterinary medicine 
wit~out a cur~ently valid license or temporary 
permit, may receive any compensation for services 
so re~dered. Any animal technician employed by 
a veterinarian shall be subject to section 4366. 
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The board or any citizen of this/tate may bring an action to enjoin 

any person from practicing veterinary medicine without a currently valid 

license or temporary pennit. If the court finds that the person is 

violating, or is threatening to violate this chapter, it shall enter an 

injunction restraining him from such unlawful acts. 

The successful maintenance of an action based on anyone of the 

remedies set forth in this section shall in no way prejudice the prose

cution of an action based on_any other of the remedies, 

§4871. Duties of the board 

The board may: 

1. Appoint representatives. Appoint from its own member

ship one or more members to act as representatives of the board 

at an within or without the tate where such re resentation 

is deemed desirable or necessary. 

2. Adopt regulations. Adopt regulations, when deemed 

necessary, that require veterinarians in this State to present 

evidence to the board that they have complied with the requirements 

of continuing education for relicensure. 
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I 4872. P racti ce of veteri nari ans 

Any veterinari an may dispose of any animal abandoned in his establ isf

ment, provided he shall give notice of his intention to do so to the owne, 

a (hi s _l~~_ known address __ ~regis tered or certifi ed mail, return recei P~ 

~~u..!:s~ed_ ~n~_ shall allow a period of 15 days to elapse after the receipt. 

~~2_~ulJ1~<!_~efo!,e d~P'Qsin~gL~u~h __ aJ!jmal i but if the owner cannot be 

located at such address, the veterinarian shall give such notice by 

publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the town in which such 

9wner was last known to reside, and shall allow a period of 15 days to 

elapse after such publicati"on before disposing of such animals. 

§ 4873. Severability 

If any part of this chapter is held invalid by a court of competent 

Jurisdiction, all valid parts that are severable from the invalid part 

remain in effect. 
--:--: 

Sec. 5. Transitional provision. It is the intent of the 

Legislature that the members of the present Board of Veterinary 

Examiners shall be members of the Board of Veterinary Medicine 

for the period of their unexpired terms on the Board of Veterina",'y 

Examiners. Upon expiration of such term? they may be reappointec 

to the Board of Veterinary Medicine in,,)ccordance with provisions 
of 7itle 32, -chapter 71-A, sect10n 4q~. 

Statement of Bact 

The purpose of this amendment is to clarify the bill and 
make it consistent with statutory law, and to enable 
individuals presently performing the duties ~f animal 
technicians to continue to perform these dutles. 

Reported by the Committee on Agriculture. 
Reproduced and distributed pursuant to Senate Rule II-A. 
May 28, 1975 (Filing No. S-218) 




