
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 129 

S. P. 48 In Senate, January 8, 1975 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture. Sent down for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
HARRY N. STARBRANCH, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Hichens of York. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY -FIVE 

AN ACT Relating to Animal Welfare. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. r. 17 MRSA, § 1212, as amended by PL 1973, c. 598, § 14, is further 
amended to read: 

§ 1212. Prevention of cruelty 

The commissioner or any person authorized to make arrests may lawfully 
interfere to prevent the pfrpetration of any act of cruelty upon an animal in 
his presence a~4 ¥\"'~ tfi-t,€T~~ ~ '* obstructs -su4 6~ ffi' ~ ffi 
~ 4~h~ '* fiffl ~,. is ~ e~ tt ffl~ffioei'l:flo8i'. 

Sec. 2. 17 MRSA, § 1213-A, is enacted to read: 

§ 1213-A. Impeding the performance of an officer 

Any person who forcibly assaults, resists, opposes, impedes, intimidates or 
interferes with any person while engaged in or on account of the performance 
of his official duties under this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The purpose of this bill is to clarify the authority of the Commissioner of 
Agriculture and his agents in the enforcement of the cruelty to animals 
statutes. 




