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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 2434 

S. P. 866 In Senate, January 23, 1974 
Referred to Committee on State Government. Sent down for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
HARRY N. STARBRANCH, Secretary 

Presented by Senator MacLeod of Penobscot, BY REQUEST. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-FOUR 

AN ACT Abolishing the Maine State Archives and Redistributing 
its Functions. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 3, § 22, amended. Section 22 of Title 3 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended, is further amended by repealing the 3rd sentence as 
follows: 

He ~ 6€li'feF ~ ~he ~ At-efiivist ~ ~ eft .fH.e ffl +fte ~ ~ +fte 
SeeFetB:FY e.f +fte &ftB:t€ wfH.e.fi "'fI"eFe €OftSie.€F€e. ~ tl: s€ssioft e.f +fte ~­
~ MM ~ ~ 5" ~ j*€'fiol1s1y, tl:fl4 +fte ~ AFefii, ist ~ il'lsj'Jeet 
~ ~ tl:fl4 j'JF€S€F i € ~ hEt i ifig j'J€Fl'l'ifift€l'lt ~ 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 5, c. 6, repealed. Chapter 6 of Title 5 of the Revised 
Statutes, as enacted by section 16 of chapter 625 of the public laws of 1973, 
is repealed. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 5, § 283, sub-§ 8, additional. Section 283 of Title 5 of 
the Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended by adding a new sub­
section 8 to read as follows: 

8. Bureau of Records Management Services. The Bureau of Records 
Management Services, the head of which shall be the Director of Records 
Management Services. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 5, c. 156, additional. Title 5 of the Revised Statutes is 
amended by adding a new chapter 156 to read as follows: 
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CHAPTER I56 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

§ I825. Powers and duties 

The Department of Finance and Administration, through the Bureau of 
Records Management Services, shall have authority: 

I. Records Management program. To establish in the executive branch 
of State Government an active,continuing program for the economical and 
efficient management of state records. The Director of Records Management 
Servic,es shall, with due regard for the functions of the agencies concerned: 

A. Records provisions. Conduct a continuing review of the records laws 
of the State and make recommendations consistent with the establishment 
of realistic retention schedules; 

B. Procedures. Provide standards, procedures and techniques for effec­
tive management of records in the conduct of current business; 

C. Improvements. Recommend improvements in current records man­
ag,ement practices, including the use of space, equipment and supplies em­
ployed in creating, maintaining, storing and servicing records; 

D. Retention. Establish schedules, in consultation with the heads of state 
departments, under which each department shall retain state records of 
continuing value, and dispose, as provided by this chapter, of state records 
no longer possessing sufficient administrative, legal or fiscal value to war­
rant their further keeping for current business; 

E. Reports. Obtain such reports from agencies as are required for the 
administration of the program; 

The head of each agency shall establish and maintain an active, continuing 
program for the economical and efficient management of the records of the 
agency in compliance with the standards, procedures and regulations issued 
by the bureau. 

2. Transfer of state records. To provide for the transfer to the Division 
of State Archival Services of state records disposed of under subsection 3, 
which have archival value; 

3. Destruction of records. To authorize the destruction of the records of 
any state department which, in the opinion of the head of the department, are 
no longer of value to the department and which have no archival value to the 
State. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 27, c. I, sub-c. IV, additional. Chapter I of Title 27 of 
the Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended by adding a new sub­
chapter IV to read as follows: 
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SUBCHAPTER IV 

ARCHIVES SERVICES 

§ 75. Division of State Archives Services 
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The Division of State Archives Services shall be under the direction of a 
director who shall be appointed by the State Librarian with the approval of 
the Commissioner of Educational and Cultural Services. The compensation 
of the director shall be fixed by the Governor and Council. 

§ 76. Powers and duties 

The Division of State Archives Services shall have authority: 

1. Rules and regulations. To promulgate such rules and regulations as 
are necessary to effectuate the purposes of this subchapter. No restrictions 
or limitations shall be imposed on the use of records that are defined by law 
as public records or as records open to public inspection, unless necessary to 
protect and pr,eserve them from deterioration, mutilation, loss or destruction. 

2. Transfer of public records. To receive all records transferred to the 
division under Title 5, section r825, subsection I, paragraph D and subsection 
2. Whenever such transfer is made, the division shall transmit to the agency 
from which the records are transferred a memorandum in which such records 
are described in terms sufficient to identify them, which shall be preserved 
in said agency. Unless otherwis.e directed by law, the records of any office, 
commission or committee in the executive branch of State Government shall, 
upon termination of i' s existence or functions, be transferred to the division; 

3. Archives available for public use. To make archival material available 
for public use at reasonable times. The division shall carefully protect and 
preserve such materials from deterioration, mutilation, loss or destruction; 

4. Copies. To furnish copies of archival material upon the request of any 
person, on payment in advance of such fees as may be required. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 30, § 346, sub-§ 4, amended. Subsection 4 of s.ection 346 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 289 of 
the public laws of 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

4. Disposition of records. No record shall be destroyed or otherwise dis­
posed of by any county official, except as provided by the County Records 
Board. Records which have been determined by the board to possess suffi­
cient archival value to warrant -tee their permanent preservation sh8.ll be 
preserved by the county er deposit:d w;tfi tfi.e ~ ATffiwi~. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 30, § 347, amended. Section 347 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 289 of the public laws of 
1973, is amended to read as follows,: 

§ 347. County Records Board 

There is created and established a County Records Board to consist of 5 
members: ~ Five persons to be appointed by the Governor with advice 
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and consent of the Council for a term of 3 years; one of whom shall be a 
county commissioner; one of whom shall be a register of deeds; one of whom 
shall be a register of probate; and one of whom shall be experienced in real 
estate title examinations; and a 5th person who shall -be ~ ~ AFefii, ist 
ftfItl, ~ serve as chairman. Any person appointed to fill a vacancy in the 
membrship of the board shall serve for the remainder of the term for which 
his predecessor was appointed. The board shall meet at the call of the chair­
man, but not less than 4 times during each calendar year. Three members 
of the board shall constitute a quorum. Aflfluifltin The members shall serve 
without compensation. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 30, § 348, amended. Section 348 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 289 of the public laws of 
1973, is amended to read as follows: 

§ 348. Powers and duties of board 

The County Records Board shall establish standards, procedures and regu­
lations for the effective management of county records. Such standards, 
procedures and regulations shall, as far as practical, follow -the flFog-FaRl 
es-ta.fl.ttssea ~ -f.ft.e "~¥e5- ftfItl, ReeOFtb Maflag-efl'leflt ~" ~ g-o, eFFI 
~ eFeatiofl, ~-tiefl., maintenaflee, Fetentioll., flFeSeFYatiofi ftfItl, aisflosal ~ 
&ti:l:t~ of~, ~-t &5 e-thePNi .. e ~4e4 ffi. ~ efiaflteF, ftfItl, ~ ~ 
the standards for the making of records set forth in Title 33, chapter 1 I, sub­
chapter II. The board may revise such standards, procedures and regulations 
as it shall deem necessary. AamifitsFative ~,iees ~ -be flFO, iaed -bj- ~ 
M-&ifte ~ Afffiiycs w~~ 5o-Red+ ~ as sceFctaFiat ~ ~ ~. 

Sec. 9. R. S., T. 30, § 349, repealed. Section 349 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 289 of the public laws of 
1973, is repealed as follows: 

§-~. A95iJtaflc: ~ e#tffitietl 

~ ~ Aof~ sfm+l PFO title ~ fffi'4 assi21hli't€e ~ eotHities ffi. trl-e 
es+af;+tsflffi"effi ~ a4flTiflistFatlon e.f eOUi'lty FceOfas f*'og-Fam ... #-e ~ f'i"€­
¥i4e f*'~ffl ~ees- ~ e8+Httt-es stmilttF ~ ~ Htt-f1isftcd ~ ag-cneics ~ 
~ GOYCf11mefi-t ~ -tfte effi-efl-t ~ ~ aesiFable ift ~ .. dn'linistFatiofi ~ 
-f.ft.e &ti:l:-te f*'s-gfiH'fl afl4 ffl€ilities. +-!Te ~ AFefiiYi~ ffi:i±,. aeq1:ltre ~ ~»-
-t&ffi. s1:l#ieieflt ffloi.e.fe4tJ.ffi ~meffi fttt4 ~+tes ffi mieFOfilfl1. Tee8¥6-9 ~ ~ 
~F4 m..,. eT4eT f1"ius§fffle6 fft 8£oCoFEiafleC wi-tfl. 5ee41Sft~. ~ SCF, iees 
shiH+ -be Htt-fttsitetl -ts e8ttf1tt-es &t ~ 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 30, § 2213, sub-§ 7, amended. Subsection 7 of section 
221 3 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 201 of chapter 
625 of the public laws of 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

7. Disposition of records. No record shall be destroyed or otherwise dis­
posed of by any municipal official, except as provided by the Municipal Rec­
ords Board. Records which have been determined by the board to possess 
sufficient archival value to warrant the permanent preservation shall be pre­
served by the municipality eT Eleflosited witfl. ~ £..tttt.e AFehiY:8-l'. 
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Sec. 1 I. R. S., T. 30, § 2214, amended. Section 2214 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as enacted by section 201 of chapter 625 of the public laws of 
I973, is amended to read as follows: 

There shall be a Municipal Records Board to consist of '3 4 municipal offi­
cials, one of whom represents a municipality of not more than 3,500 persons, 
to be appointed for terms of 3 years by the Governor upon the recommenda­
tion of the governing board of the Maine Municipal Association -Hte ~ 
Arehivist and the State Registrar of Vital Statistics, who shall be chairman 
8:ftfI, -Hte ~ Registrar ~ ¥tffit £tatisties. Any person appointed to fill a 
vacancy in the membership of the board shall serve for the remainder of the 
term for which his predecessor was appointed. The board shall meet at the 
call of the chairman, but not less than 4 times during each calendar year. 
Three members of the board shall constitute a quorum. Appointive members 
shall serve without compensation. 

Sec. 12. R. S., T. 30, § 2215, amended. Section 2215 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as enacted by section 201 of chapter 625 of the public laws of 
1973, is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2215. Powers and duties of board 

The Municipal Records Board shall establish standards, procedures and 
regulations for the effective management of municipal records. ~~­
~, prOeeftllrCS 8:ftfI, regl1latiol'ls ~, &So.fB:f' &So praetieal, ~ -Hte progral'R 
estElslisheEl ~ -Hte "Arehi i e5 8:ftfI, Reeorfts Mal'lagefReflt ~" ~ go i erfl 
-Hte Heation, ~-tffl.H., fRaintenaI1ee, f'etentiofl, preser'latiofl 8:ftfI, ftisposal ~ 
~ reeorEls, ~ ~ otheF'l.ise pro tiElcEl ffl -tM9 eHapteF. The board may 
revise such standards, procedures and regulations as it shall deem necessary. 
AElfRinistrati', e sef "iees ~ -be proviElcft ~ tiTe MiHfl@ ~ Areni i es whtett 
~ ~ ..., seeretariat ~ tiTe ~ 

Sec. 13. R. S., T. 30, § 2216, repealed. Section 2216 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as enacted by section 201 of chapter 625 of the public laws of 
1973, is repealed as follows: 

§-~, .\ssistanec ~ fRl1I1ieipalitics 

+fi.e ~ ArCHi., ist ~ pro i ifte ~ 8:ftfI, t15sistaFtec .f6 fRl1Ftieifl8:1itics 
ffl tiTe cstablisRHl:Cl'lt 8:ftfI, aElfRiFtistratioFt ~ Hl:l1Ftieipal rceorfts progr8:l'Rs, #e 
~ pro ,.iftc prografR scr <'iccs ~ fRl1Ftieipalitics ".i~1'H' ~ ~ fttrl'iiSRCd­
tiTe agel'leies ~ ~ Go, eml'neFtt .f6 tiTe ~ fl.e ~ €tcsirable ffi ~ 
a4rHil'listratiol'l ~ tfte ~ flFOgr8:fR ~ facilities, ~ ~ Arehf¥i.s.t ffiftj" 
aeql1ire 8:ftfI, fRaiFttaiFt sl1€f;ieicFtt fflierofil1'l1 cql1ipl'ReFtt 8:ftfI, sl1pplies .f6 ~­
fHTH f'eeorfts ~ -Hte ~ ffiftj" er-4er ~ ffl aeeorftanee wttfl. seetiol'l 
~, .£tteJt s-e~ ~ -be fl1rFtisheft .f6 fR\:mieipalities ffi €@o9't 

Sec, I4. R. S., T. 30, § 5705, repealed. Section 5705 of Title 30 of the Re­
yised Statutes, as amended, is repealed as follows: 

*~, Reeorfts f*H'f'eFt8:cre8: 

\3lRCn c\ er itflj" fRl1Ftieif)ality wttfl.ffl tffis ~ ~ BeeOl'l'le Eieorg'aFti2':eEi, -Hte 
mUl'lieipalit,. ~ sl1ffendcf' iM+ i+.. f'eeoras ~ ~ ~ Arehi, ist 
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Sec. IS. Transitional provisions. The positions of those persons in the 
classified service assigned to the Division of Administrative Services under 
the Personnel Law shall terminate as of the effective date of this Act. Classi­
fied positions assigned to the Division of State Archives Services and the 
Division of Records Management Services shall be transferred to the Depart­
ment of Educational and Cultural Services and the Department of Finance 
and Administration, respectively. Persons in the classified service assigned to 
the Division of Laboratory Services under the Personnel Law shall be trans­
ferred to the State Bureau of Purchases. Facilities assigned by law to the 
State Archivist in the Library-M useum-Archives Building shall be assigned 
to the Maine State Library Bureau. The Maximum Security Building at the 
Augusta State Hospital, which was transferred to the State Archivist by the 
Governor and Council, shall be transferred to the Department of Mental 
Health and Corrections. Notwithstanding the Revised Statutes, Title 5, sec­
tion I585, all accrued expenditures, assets, liabilities, balances of appropria­
tions, transfers, revenues or other available funds in any account, or subdivision 
of an account, of any part of the Maine State Archives, reallocation to another 
department under this Act, shall be transferred to the proper place in the 
reorganization by the State Controller, upon recommendations of the respec­
tive department heads, the State Budget Officer and upon approval by the 
Governor and Executive Council. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This Bill, if enacted, would implement Recommendations Nos. 2I, 26, 30, 
State Archives, and No. I07, Department of Educational and Cultural Serv­
ices, made by the Maine Management and Cost Survey Commission including: 

(I) The return of records management control to the individual State 
Departments; 

(2) The transfer of the archives function to the Maine State Library 
Bureau; and 

The abolishment of the Maine State Archives as an organizational 
entity and the elimination of the office of State Archivist. 

This legislation was not supported by the Governor in his Message of J anu­
ary IO, I974. 




