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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 2049

H. P. 1656 House of Representatives, January 2, 1974
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture. Sent up for concurrence and
ordered printed.
E. LOUISE LINCOLN, Clerk
Presented by Mr. McKernan of Bangor.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-FOUR

AN ACT Repealing Milk Control Prices at the Retail Level.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

R. S, T. 7, § 2954, amended. Section 2954 of Title 7 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read as follows:

§ 2954. Price fixing

The commission shall hold meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each calendar
month, and shall appoint a time at each meeting when any producer, dealer
or consumer may present complaints or suggestions for the betterment of the
conditions of trade and shall endeavor to effect amicable reconciliations of
differences which exist between the various milk interests, and such other
meetings as are necessary to properly supervise and control the industry.
The chairman shall call a meeting of the commission whenever requested in
writing by any 2 members of the commission. The commission is vested
with power to establish and change, after investigation and public hearing,
of which due notice has been given by publishing at least 3 days prior to said
hearing in appropriate newspapers, minimum prices to be paid to producers
by dealers for milk received, purchased, stored, manufactured, processed, sold,
distributed or otherwise handled within the State. Fle commission ohath S
and establich, aftes mvestipation end publie hearing, of which dus notice has
b%agwe&byp&bh@hag&ék&&%gé&yﬁpﬁ@f%eﬁﬁéhe&fmgmw
newspapess, the whelesate and retatt prices to be charged for mille distributed
for sate weithin the State, wherewves produced, including the follewing saless

. Dealers to deatess. By deaters to desterss
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2. Penlers to consumers. By deslers to eonsumers:

3. Stores to consumers. B stores to consumers, except for consumption
on the premrses where sobds

#. Dealer to stores. By desler to stores either for consumption en the
preptses oF resate to consunrers:

5. Persom to persenr. B¥ any persen #et ineluded in the foregeing eles-
stfreations to anothes persens

6. Producess to dendess. By produecss to deatess.

Sates by producers of ravw itk produced and cold to censumers on the
prefaises of the producer are excluded iror this chapter in respect to such
sales.

The commission in its discretion may waive public hearing when the sole
change to be made in minimum prices is to conform with orders of any fed-
eral agency, duly authorized by law to determine prices.

The commission is vested with power to establish and change, after investi-
gation and public hearing, classifications of milk according to its various
usages, and shall specify to what classification the prices fixed and estab-
lished under this chapter shall apply.

Fhe deater to dester prices for aH ssdes shell be established ondy in sueh
wrarlket areas a9 are neeessary for the stabilizing of meslet conditions. AH
sekes between deaters shell be eossidered mills of suel elassifieation es the

Neo price shall be established for any one o more of said sales unless at
the cawre tirme & price shall be established for el of suid sales in awmy market.

Prices so fixed shall be just and reasonable taking into due consideration
the public health and welfare and the insuring of an adequate supply of pure
and wholesome milk to the inhabitants of this State under varying conditions
in various marketing areas, seasonal production and other conditions affecting
the cost of production, transportation and marketing in the milk industry,
including a reasonable return to the producer asd desater.

Epon fiscing sotd mintarum priees in any merket whiek shell apply to the
wariows classtications of mitk and wwhich moy wary in the several market
areas of the State, the commission sheall furnish all dealess repistered in said
m-a-ﬂe&w%h&se—heé-&l-ee-fs&e—h-pﬁees and shall publsh & schedule thereot

i= epproprinte npewspapers i satd merket. Sueh order shall beeome effee-
%wem&eeefd&ﬁenwﬁh%ﬁ,eha@%%%ese?aﬂéfkefe&&efﬁeéeekﬁ
store or other person handhine mille in steh market shall buy or offer to buw,
selk or offer to sell mille for prices less than the seheduled minimum prices
established for that mavleet.

Any dealer may deduct an allowance for transportation from the producer’s
farm to the dealer’s dairy plant pursuant to a reasonable schedule of charges
filed with the commission, with a copy to each affected producer, at least 30
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days prior to the proposed effective date. Any interested producer or any
organization representing producers may petition the commission at any time
to review the reasonableness of any such schedule of transportation charges,
and the commission is empowered to suspend proposed schedules pending
hearing, and, after hearing, to disapprove and reject any schedules, then pend-
ing or theretofore in effect, found to be unreasonable, or, after hearing, to
approve any such schedules found to be reasonable or to establish any new
schedules deemed to be reasonable. It shall be incumbent upon the dealer to
substantiate the reasonableness of the schedule of the transportation charges
filed; and in the absence of said evidence, the schedule of charges filed shall
be deemed unreasonable.

Tt shell be untawiul for any person to chagage in any practee destruetive
of the sehedwled arinimrum prrees for mitk established wnder this ehepters for
sy mesket, inclading but not lmited to any discount, rebate, sratutty, ad-
W&Mﬂ%@&%ﬁﬁ%pﬁ@ﬂ%@fmﬁk%@h&ﬁymm
n additton to any pesalty otheswise prowided by law, the commission after
notice and hearins may prohibit any sueh practice, and any person feeling
himsel aperieved by any order of the commission issued under this cheptes

ey appeat 6 e Superior Court.

The minimum prices established for sales of milk by producers to dealers
may, if such sales are made by bulk tank, be increased by such amounts per
hundredweight as may be determined by the commission. Violation of this
paragraph shall be sufficient cause for the Maire M commission to revoke
or withhold a dealer’s license.

Whenever mitle produced ontside the State beecomes & stubjeet of regulation
by thre State in the exercise of its police powers, this ehapter shall epplys and
the powesrs of the commission shell attach. Adfter any sueh milk o
shall conre wwithin the turisdietion of this State, any sele of such mile within
this State at & price less then the seheduled minimum price establiched is
By stverr matleet shal be unlawdut.

STATEMENT OF FACT
The intent of this Act is clearly stated in the title.





