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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 2049 

H. P. 1656 House of Representatives, January 2, 1974 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture. Sent up for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
E. LOUISE LINCOLN, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. McKernan of Bangor. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-FOUR 

AN ACT Repealing Milk Control Prices at the Retail Level. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

R. S., T. 7, § 2954, amended. Section 2954 of Title 7 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended. is further amended to read as follows: 

§ 2954. Price fixing 

The commission shall hold meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each calendar 
month, and shall appoint a time at each meeting when any producer, dealer 
or consumer may present complaints or suggestions for the betterment of the 
conditions of trade and shall endeavor to effect amicable reconciliations of 
differences which exist between the various milk interests, and such other 
meetings as are necessary to properly supervise and control the industry. 
The chairman shall call a meeting of the commission whenever requested in 
writing by any 2 members of the commission. The commission is vested 
with power to establish and change, after investigation and public hearing, 
of which due notice has been given by publishing at least 3 days prior to said 
hearing in appropriate newspapers, minimum prices to be paid to producers 
by dealers for milk received, purchased, stored, manufactured, processed, sold, 
distributed or otherwise handled within the State. +Jte ~~ ~ ~ 
fH*l. €BtaBlisB:, ~ il'lvesti~El:#eft fH*l. ~ B:eafil'l~" ~ ~ 4tte ~ ftas 
~ ~ft -8,- ~sffift~ * +en-Sot ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ B:eaffl'lg ffi 8:~~f8~Fiate 
ft€" SflEl:flers, -Ht,e wfl6IesEl:+e ttM ~ ~ ~ -be eftEl:fl:;efi fe.t. ~ fiistriBHtefi 
~ ea+e ~ -Hre ~, whefe¥@+' f'F8aHeea, il'lelHaiftl:; tfl.e f8118wi~ ~ 

+. DealcFs ~ aealeFs. ~ l'le8:1enil ~ acalcFs; 
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2. PetH-e+"S-~ eelft:StlffiefS. ~ 4etH-effi. ~ e8fiStlffiefS ; 

::1". ~ ~ e8HStlffiefO. ~ ~ ~ e8HStltfi~f5o, ~ ~ e8HStlm~ti8H 
Em -tfte ~feffiises ~ ~ 

:.t. ~¥ ~~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e8HStlffiptimT Em -HTe 
~~ ~ ~ ~ e8HStlfHers--; 

-:;-. ;Pefson ~~. .:g,-~ f*i'"5-8Tl: fio8-t ffie+tt4e4 ffi tfl.e ~6-i~ ~
~~ ~ ft~ ~erS8H; 

~. ~~ ~ @en+e¥5-. ~ ~foEltleeffl ~ @~. 

&H-e5o ~ ~f8EltleefS ~ ffiW ffif+k; fli'~~ ftft4 ~ ~ e81iStlffiefS- eft -tfte 
~fefHises ~ -tfte ~f8EltleeF tH'e €J<eitldeEl .fF.8m t.fl.i.5 eh8:~tef ffi ¥€s~eet ~ s-ttdT 
s-at€s. 

The commission in its discretion may waive public hearing when the sole 
change to be made in minimum prices is to conform with orders of any fed
eral agency, duly authorized by law to determine prices. 

The commission is vested with power to establish and change, after investi
gation and public hearing, classifications of milk according to its various 
usages, and shall specify to what classification the prices fixed and estab
lished under this chapter shall apply. 

+floe ~ ~ 4ea+e¥ 1'fi.ees. ~ £H.+ ~ ~U -B-e est8:slisfieEl ~ ffi s-ttdT 
H'i8:~4€et ft~5o .. 50 ~ neeeSS8:Fy ~ ~ s-tabilizitt-g' ~ fH8:fltet e8HElitioHS. A++ 
s-at€s ~-tw€€ft aea~efS ~ -B-e e8::sidefe@. ~ ~ s-tte+t elassiiieatieH ft5- -tfte 
e8ffi~ .j.ryo &flfJf8~fia~ rtt+e-s ffi:~ ~~. 

#e ~€ s*a+l- -B-e estaslisR-€4 ~ ftn;" en€ ~ i'fio8i"e e+ ~ ~ ~ ft-t 
-tlT€ 5-ft~ +iffl€ a- fJHee ~++ -B-e ~~€@. ~ £H.+ ~ ~ s-a+es- ffi a-n;- ffi8:flEet. 

Prices so fixed shall be just and reasonable taking into due consideration 
the public health and welfare and the insuring of an adequate supply of pure 
and wholesome milk to the inhabitants of this State under varying conditions 
in various marketing areas, seasonal production and other conditions affecting 
the cost of production, transportation and marketing in the milk industry, 
including a reasonable return to the producer ft-H@. ~. 

~ ~ ~ H'itHifHtlm ~ ffi ftfl'J" ffi8:fiEet w~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ elassiiie8:ti8Hs '* mt+li; @:ft@ ~ ~ ¥fH7 ffi. -tfte ~d ~-t 
~ ~ -tfte ~a-t-e, -tfte eOffiffiissi8H ~ ftlfHisft a-++ @ealefs ~effl@ ffi. ~ 
fHafiEe-t wtHt a- sefieEltlle e+ s-tte+t ~, ft-H@. s-fta++ ~tlslisfi a- 5-e*edtlle tfiefe8f 
ffi ft~)9f8~fiate HeWS~a~e¥5- ffi. ~ ffiaflEet. ~ ~ s-fta++ bee8H'ie e-ff€€
Me ffi. aeeofaaHee wtHt +t#e -:;-, eha~tefs "3e+ ~ ~ ftffl -tfl€feaftef He ~+et:, 
~ ~ ~ ~ fiaHElliH~ mt+li; ffi s-tte+t H'i8:flEct s-fta++ ~ ~ e#e¥- ~ ~, 
s-e++ ~ e#€F ~ s-e++ mt+li; ~ ~ ks-s-~ ~ s-elTeEltlled ~-I:tffi ~ 
es4ftslishea ~ ~ ffiafbet. 

Any dealer may deduct an allowance for transportation from the producer's 
farm to the dealer's dairy plant pursuant to a reasonable schedule of charges 
filed with the commission, with a copy to each affected producer, at least 30 
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days prior to the proposed effective date. Any interested producer or any 
organization representing producers may petition the commission at any time 
to review the reasonableness of any such schedule of transportation charges, 
and the commission is empowered to suspend proposed schedules pending 
hearing, and, after hearing, to disapprove and reject any schedules, then pend
ing or theretofore in effect, found to be unreasonable, or, after hearing, to 
approve any such schedules found to be reasonable or to establish any new 
schedules deemed to be reasonable. It shall be incumbent upon the dealer to 
substantiate the reasonableness of the schedule of the transportation charges 
filed; and in the absence of said evidence, the schedule of charges filed shall 
be deemecl unreasonable. 

* ~ ~ URIBe'" ful ~ fttt;" ~ft 4e €l'lgagc ffi fHTJ" ~faeticc 8:cstfueti, c 
~ #te S€Hcduled l'HiRil'HufR ~ ~ ~ e5-tit~fl.e4 ~ ~ eHa~tef ~ 
~ ffi~, fRClu4i::g ,J.,.u.t ftE>t +~ 4e fHTJ" 4iscount, ~, gffttuity, e,4-
¥crti:iifi~' ~ftee"* eeflT8.i~ 1**€ +er ~ w+t-H ftftY e-tfl.ei: eORlHlo8:ity. 
~ ~ft 4e i'tfl'Y ~cn8:lty ~e¥Wffie ~f8¥i4e4 ~ +&W, #te eomRlissioft ~ 
~tee ftft4 ficafiRg ~ fli"8hi~i-t fHTJ" ~ flK,etice, ftft4 fHTJ" ~ +eeliftg 
l'Iin"self ~fl.e¥e4 -By ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ eHa~tcf 
~!tflf'Ca-+ #) ~ £.ttpefiof ~. 

The minimum prices established for sales of milk by producers to dealers 
may, if such sales are made by bulk tank, be increased by such amounts per 
hundredweight as may be determined by the commission. Violation of this 
paragraph shall be sufficient cause for the ~ Mi-+* commission to revoke 
or withhold a dealer's license. 

~~ rn-H* ~foduee4 €ffl-t5~ -Hre ~ ~Ol'HCS it sUBject ~ fegulatioft 
~ #te ~-te if!' #te cncfcise 64 i-ts ~ ~O'NefS, ~ eha~~ ~ ~ ftft4 
tM fl"~ ~ -t*e eOl'Hl'Hissiofi ~~. A-ft.e.y itftY ~ ~ ~ ~fo8:uec4 
5fl.a.I.+ ~ ~ #te ~e-tf.eft ~ -tMs ~, -&ftY ~ ~ s-uefl. ~ ~ 
t-fM.5. ~ -&-t it ~ ~ ~ -tfte SCHeduled fRll'lil'HuftT ~ estaBliSHed ffi 
-&ftY ~ft fl'l:~ ~ ~ ufilaw+tt+. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The intent of this Act is clearly stated in the title. 




