MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




New Draft of : H. P. 1330, L. D. 1764

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1983

H. P. 1549 House of Representatives, May 30, 1973
Reported by a Majority from the Committee on County Government and

printed under Joint Rules No. 18.
E. LOUISE LINCOLN, Clerk

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-THREE

AN ACT Relating to County Estimates.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, T. 30, § 2, amended. Section 2 of Title 30 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read as follows:

§ 2. Salaries

The county commisstoners, eterks of the judicinl eourts and their
county treasurers and their deptties, sheriffs, registers of deeds, -J-u-d-gee of
Mﬁﬁgﬁeﬁéﬁ%ﬁemmmm%mm
satarres from the county treastusy i weeldy of meonthly poyments as felews,
thet e county attorneys and their assistants shall receive annual
salaries from the State Treasury in monthly payments on the last day of each
month in a sum which will, in the year’s aggregate, most nearly equal the
annual salary, as follows, and no other fees, costs or emoluments shall be
allowed them:

Androscoggin County: County commissioners, $3,400; chairman, $4,000;
elesk of eousts, $9,850+ county attorney, $8,500; first assistant county attorney,
$6,000; second assistant county attorney, $6,000+ eeusty ireasurer, $%,300+
sh-eﬁ-ﬁ: $6,250+ resister of deeds, $8eﬁe-‘j-a-é-ﬂee-£p-x=eba-t-e $7e-5-e—1=eg—rs-te-1=e£
probete, §.456

Aroostook County: County commissioners, $1,800; except that one mem-
ber of the board, designated by the board as chief administrative officer, shall
receive $6,500; cterk of eourts &8 500+ county attorney, $8,500; assistant coun-
ty attorney, $5,500+ eounty treasurer, $3,500- sheritf, $5 500+ register of deeds,
nosthern diatrict, $6,500+ southern distriet, $6see-*-yudgee£pfeb&-t-e $—5-3ee-‘
regioter of prebate, $5,000;
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Cumberland County: County commissioners, $5,225; elerk of cousts, $5,-
600~ deputy elesk of cousts, $9,880+ county attorney, $10,000; first assistant
county attorney, $7,000; second assistant county attorney, $7 ooo; third as-
sistant county attorney, $7,000+ ceunts izeasusss $o 6004 .xﬂé'rmﬁ'g, $x9, 060+
*—gb%ee-zéeﬂé-s—-ae@e deputy register of deeds, $5 s60; fudge of probete,
$1e.200- resister of probate, $82690;

Franklin County: County commissioners $1, :oo stesle e— eousts, $~5-7-56—;

deeds. Bz 550+ j-&éaeef gai-elae-_-e, %@e—%g&s%&-e#?feba%e %?—3@

Hancock County: County commissioners, $1,000; chairman, $2,200; elerk
of eousts, §5,250¢ denuty clezk of sousis, %}-'-‘{-69* county attorney, $8,500; as-
sistant county attorney, $4,500= csunts sreasusern, $,000+ shestff, 86 560+ zeg-
istes of desds, $35 950+ fudee of prepate, §5 856 remistes f fe-baie £5,25

Kennebec County: County comrmssmners, $3,200; chairman, $3,500; elesls
ef cousts, $6 255+ deputy elesk of courts, $2,8954 county attorney, $9,000; as-
sistant county attorney, $6, 000+ it brepsuser, 5 000+ shesid &5 seo- a=e4-

ister of deeds, $57 606~ judme of %‘@b&%@ -j-@e—feg-ﬁ%—lie%ﬁrebﬁ-fe:‘j,

Knox County: County commissioners, $1,650; elesk ef eousts, %5-,589—;
county attorney, $7,500% eeounts treasures, $3 555 shreriff, $5,660; register of
deeds, $5.660~ tudee of probate, $5 000 register of probate, $4,000;

Lincoln County: County commissioners, $1,500; chairman, $2,000; elesk
of eeurts, $6,360: county attorney, $7,500+ counis irecsurer, $2 Foe shestd
$5, 006~ resictes of deeds, $6 300+ judge of probate $6.000+ segister of p=obate,
86,709 ;

Oxford County: County commissioners, $2,250; chairman, $2,450; etesk of
eourts, $5,000+ county attorney, $8,000; assistant county attorney, $s, 000+
epunty treasurer, $3,0005 sheriff $'7'-eee—r-ec-1-st-a-1=e-£é-eede easters
$5,606= western district, $3,400- tudee of prebate, &%e—ﬁqs%efefﬁfe-ba-te
84,960

Penobscot County: County commissioners, $3,300; chairman, $3,550; etesle
of eourts, $7,600+ deputy elerk of eourts, 6,500+ county attorney, $8,000; first
assistant county attorney, $6,000; second assistant county attorney, $6 000+
SoHALY LFeaSuTrer, $¢3ee—shefhﬂ-§,w,see—§eg&s%efeééeeés $57 000~ judese of
‘-pz-eﬁba%e $3 coo~ resister of probate, $6,560;

Piscataquis County: County commissioners, $1,500; chairman, $1,800;
elesk of eousts, 83500+ county attorney, $7,000+ eeunty treasurer, $2 200
shesiff, %%&%ﬁéé&eé& $éeee—j-ué-e‘-ee£-pfeb-&-&e, $5see-‘r-ega-s-t-e¥e-f
probate, $5,500 ;

Sagédahoc County: County commissioners, $1,500; elesk of courts, 6,000+
county attorney, $7,500+ eounts treasurss, $seee— s-heﬁ-fé $57 060~ register of
deeds, $6,256, ﬁégﬂefpfeb&%e,%éee-ﬁg&efe#pfebﬁe,%eee

Somerset County: County commissioners, $1,500; chairman, $1,750; etesle
of courts, $6 256~ county attorney, $8,000; assistant county attorney, $5,000+
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eounty treasurer, $e,8-i-e; shertf, $6,950+ register of deeds, $6,250= judse of
probate, $6 850+ register of probate, $6,250;

Waldo County: County commissioners, $1,400; elerk of eourts, $63063
county attorney, $8,000+ eewnty reaswurer, $e-1-ee— sherift, $6 400+ register of
deeds, $5,500+ fudge of probate, $5-5ee—fegrs-ée¥e£p-ﬁe-bﬂ+e $5,509;

Washington County: County commissioners, $1,800; chairman, $2,100;
elerle of eourts, $5.206+ county attorney, $8,500; assistant county attorney,
$4,500+ county tropsturer, $t500- shert, $6 250+ segister of deeds, §5206:
tudge of probate, $5,500- repister of prebate, §5 200

York County: County commissioners, $2,600 ; elerk of cousts, §3,600+ dep-
puty elerk of eourts, 5,366+ county attorney, $3,000; first assistant county
attorney, $5,500; second assistant county attorney, $5 500+ eounty treastres,
$2 600+ shestf, $9eee—feg-rs-te1=e-£d-eeés 5 500+ udse of probeate, 85 0004 res-
ister of probate, $5,500.

The salaries of all other county officers and employees, including but not
limited to clerks of the judicial courts and their deputies, county treasurers
and their deputies, sheriffs, registers of deeds, judges of probate and registers
of probate, shall be set and determined annually by their respective county
commissioners, provided that no such salary shall be less than the amount
specified by law previous to the effective date of this Act.

The salaries mentioned i +his seetior shall be in full compensation for the
performance of all official duties by said officers and judges. County com-
missioners shall allow to county seid officers all office expense, clerk hire and
travel which the county commissioners deem are necessary, just and proper
to the performance of their official duties.

All fees and charges of whatever nature, except charges for the publication
of notices required by law, which may be payable to any county officer, shall
be payable by them to the county treasurer for the use and benefit of the
county, but preserving the right of sheriffs and their deputies to receive fees
for service of civil process and of sheriffs and their deputies not on a salary
or per diem basis to receive fees for service of criminal process, and no county
officer shall receive a private benefit from the labor of any person in the em-
ploy of the county.

Sec. 2. R. 8, T. 30, § 3, repealed. Section 3 of Title 20 of the Revised
Statutes is repealed.

Sec. 3. R. S, T. 30, § 252, amended. The first and 2nd paragraphs. as
repeated and replaced by section 1 of chapter 541 of the public laws of 1967
and as amended and the 4th paragraph, as enacted by section 3 of chapter 380
of the public laws of 1971, are further amended to read as follows:

In order to assess a county tax, county commissioners, prior to December
ist before the conwentns of the lremistature, shall prepare estimates of the
sums necessary to defray the expenses which have accrued or may probably
accrue for the coming year, inclding the building and repairing of jails, court-
houses and appurtenances, with the debts owned by their counties and like
estimates for the succeeding year, and after newspaper notice, written notices
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of which shall be transmitted by registered or certified mail with return
receipt requested to the clerk of each municipality in said county end te eaech
member of the Tegistature of said eeunty hold a public hearing thereon in
the county, prior to December zoth and he county taw for both serd years

shell be grented by the legisleture separatels at the same session.

Such estimates shall be drawn so as to authorize the appropriations to be
made to each department or agency of the county government for each year
of the biennium. Such estimates shall provide specific amounts for personal
services, contractual services, commodities, debt service and capital expendi-
tures. Said estimates shall be made on such forms and in such manner as
shall be approved by the State Department of Audit. A copy of such estimate
shall be distributed to each municipality in said county ard te each srembes
of the legislative delegation of satd eeunty, at least 10 days prior to meeting
of December 20th.

Lrior to the convenins of the Legislature, the county commissioness of eaeh

ecounty shall mrect with the respective county legistative delegation to fAnnlize
estimates for each year of the bienntum

Sec. 3-A. R. S, T. 30, § 252, amended. Section 252 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes, as repealed and replaced by section T of chapter 541 of the
public laws of 1967, and as amended. is further amended by adding at the end
3 new subsections to read as follows:

1. County finance committee. There is established in each county a coun-
ty finance committee consisting of 7 members. The committee shall elect a
chairman by majority vote who shall serve at the pleasure of the committee.
A majority of the committee shall constitute a quorum for conducting the
business of the committee. Vacancies on the committee shall be filled by the
remaining committee members from the respective groups represented on the
committee by the vacant position. Persons appointed to fill vacancies shall
serve the remainder of the term of the person whose vacancy exists. The
members of the committee shall receive their actual expenses incurred while
in performance of their official duties.

2. Membership.

A. Municipal membership. Five members of the county finance commit-
tee shall be municipal officers from the municipalities within the county.
Each municipality in the county shall have one vote in the selection of the
municipal members of the committee, which vote shall be cast according to
the determination of a majority of the municipal officers of each municipal-
ity. No municipality shall have more than one municipal officer serving on
the committee. The county commissioners shall convene the municipal of-
ficers of each municipality, or one of their number designated to represent
them, within the county by October 1st of each year for selection of the
municipal membership of the committee.

B. Legislative delegation membership. Two members of the committee
shall be members of the county legislative delegation and shall be chosen
at a caucus by the members of the delegation. A member of the majority
and minority party shall be chosen to serve when both parties have repre-



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1983 5

sentatives within the county. The Senator or Senators residing within the
county shall be recognized as the member or members representing said
county at the caucus.

3. Authority. The committee shall have the authority to determine the
salaries of the respective county commissioners.

The committee shall have the authority to review proposed estimates and to
recommend changes, alterations and revisions to the proposed estimates and
to formally adopt the estimates. The committee shall meet to review the
proposed estimates and to fully adopt them by resolution not later than De-
cember 20th of each year.

Immediately upon final adoption of the estimates, an appropriation resolution
in the form of the final estimates shall be passed by the committee and filed
with the clerk of the county commissioners. When the appropriation resolu-
tion shall have been passed, the county tax shall be determined to be set and
levied and the county commissioners shall proceed to assess the county tax.

Sec. 4. R. S, T. 30, §§ 252-A and 252-B, additional. Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes is amended by adding 2 new sections, 252-A and 252-B, to
read as follows:

§ 252-A. Authorized expenditures

The county commissioners may raise or appropriate money for the follow-
ing purposes:

1. Operating expenses:

A. Providing for the operation of county government;

B. Establishing a contributory pension system for its officials and em-
ployees, or participating in an existing system, including the state retire-
ment system;

C. Providing for the operation of various departments of county govern-
ment, including provision for police and fire protection;

D. Insuring officials, employees and volunteer workers against public lia-
bility and property damage resulting from their negligent operation of any
vehicle owned or leased by the county or being used for county purposes
or business;

E. Obtaining the services of county advisory organizations.
2. Public works:

A. Providing for buildings, ways, bridges, parks, parking places, water or
sewage facilities;

B. Providing for public solid waste disposal areas, either within or without
its boundaries;

C. Providing for cemeteries;
D. Providing for flood control projects.
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3. Education:

A. Providing for assistance to schools, including transportation of pupils.
4. Health and welfare:

A. Supporting the poor;

. B. Supporting a hospital serving its residents;

C. Conducting a public health program, including employing the necessary
professional help and assistance;

D. Providing for extermination and control of pests;
E. Providing for a public ambulance and facilities for it;

F. Determining the presence of Dutch elm disease and carrying out pre-
ventive control measures therefor in any place;

G. Providing for a food stamp or donated food program in conformity
with regulations promulgated by the United States Department of Agricul-
ture and the United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare.

5. Development:
A, Supporting a chamber of commerce or board of trade;
B. Advertising resources and attractions;

C. Purchasing real estate and property for county purposes, including
purchases from the federal government;

D. Providing real estate and personal property for a recreational program;

E. Propagating and protecting fish in public waters located wholly or
partially within its boundaries;

F. Planning for the purpose of development, including employment of a
director of industrial development;

G. Assisting a local historical society in writing and publishing its history;
H. Assisting conventions.
6. Celebrations and commemorations:

A. Celebrating any anniversary of settlement or founding and publishing
the proceedings of the celebration;

B. Observing and decorating for holidays;

C. Supporting an organization to provide music for functions in public
celebration, and providing for monuments and memorials and real estate
suitable for their erection to honor the veterans of the Armed Forces who
sacrificed their lives in the defense of the United States of America.

7. Transportation:

A. Providing for the planning, construction, equipping, improvement, ex-
tension and operation of airports and including the provision of ground
transportation equipment and facilities.
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8. G@General duties and operation:
A. Performing any of the duties required of it by law;

B. Providing for any operations authorized by law which by their nature
require the expenditure of money.

The powsrs and authority provided in this section are addmonal and sup-
plemental to any other authority or power of the counties, whether that au-
therity or power be expressed or implied in existing statuteés or other enabling
'prov‘sw 15 and shall not be regarded as in derogation of or as repealing any
autherity or power now existing under any other law.

§ 252-B. Federal and state grants
A county may accept grants.

Federzl. Counties may apply for and accept federal grants for any
pose for which federal grants are made available to counties, either direct-
t‘nrouﬂh the State. : )

State. Counties may apply for and accept state grants for any purpose
for which state grants are made avaﬂable to counties, either dlrectly or
through a state agency

Sec. 5. R. S.. T. 30, § 253, repealed and replaced. Section 253 of Title 30
-of the R°Y‘1sed Statutes as amended, is repealed and the following enacted in
place thereof:

§ 253. Estimates recorded; petition

1. Estimates recorded and sent to Secretary of State. Said estimates shall
be filed by their clerk. A copy of said estimates shall be transmitted by reg-
‘istered or certified mail by the county commissioners to the chairman of the
governing board of each municipality in their respective counties on or before
the 2oth day of December.

2. Petition to Legislature. Upon written petition of 3/5 of the municipal-
ities within the county, to the office of the Secretary of State on or before
January 1st prior to the convening of the Legislature in regular or special
‘session, requesting that the county estimate shall not be final until it has been
presented to the Legislature, the same shall not be final and it shall be re-
ferred for legislative approval. In such instance, the county tax for one year
shall be granted, after review by the Legislature within 3o days of its con-
vening.

Sec. 6. R. S, T. 30, § 254, amended. Section 254 of Title 30 of the Revised

Statutes is amended by adding after the first sentence a new sentence to read
as follows:
If any such tax is not paid before October 1st the county commissioners may
charge interest thereon running from said October 1st at a rate not exceeding
that charged by the largest municipality in the county on account of delin-
quent taxes.

Sec. 7. R. S, T. 30, § 409, repealed and replaced. Section 409 of Title 30
of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

purp
ly or
2.
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§ 409. Bonds

To provide funds for capital improvements, the county commissioners are
authorized to raise and expend sums not exceeding $500,000 and to make such
improvements and to build such facilities as they may deem advisable. The
county commissioners may borrow from time to time upon the full faith and
credit of the county, such sums, not exceeding in the aggregate $500,000, as
may be necessary therefor and may issue bonds therefor which shall bear on
their face the words “(Name of county) County Capital Improvement Bonds,
19 (year)”. A county having occasion to issue such bonds may make them
payable in installments extending over a period of not more than 50 years.
Such bonds shall be signed by the treasurer of the county and countersigned
by a majority of the county commissioners. The county may sell such bonds
at public or private sale upon such terms and conditions as the county com-
missioners may deem proper but at not less than par and accrued interest.
Such bonds shall not be valid without first obtaining the consent of the
county, substantially as provided in section 302.

The county treasurer, with the approval of the county commissioners, may
issue temporary notes of the county, payable in not more than one year from
their date, in anticipation of the issue of serial bonds under these provisions
and may renew the same, but the time within which such serial bonds shall
become due and payable shall not, by reason of such temporary notes, be
extended beyond the term fixed by these provisions. Any notes issued in
anticipation of the serial bonds shall be paid from the proceeds thereof. The
balance submitted to the voters to authorize the issuance of bonds shall state
the general purpose for which the proposed bonds are to be issued and the
maximum principal amount of the proposed bonds authorized to be issued.

Sec. 8. R. S, T. 30, § 604, amended. Section 604 of Title 30 of the Revised
Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 604. Salaries

County treasurers and their deputies shall receive annual salaries &5 set
forth w seetion 2 set by the county commissioners.

Sec. 9. R. S, T. 30, § 958, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 958 of
Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is repealed as follows:
Suech full-time deputy sheriffo shall not reeeive meore then $326 end chief
éepaﬁees%&ﬂaﬁmm&e%hﬁﬁ%em%he&ggfeg&%e&f&nyeﬁemek,





