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STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

l06TH LEGISLATURE 

-'- . .,:;-> 

SENATE AMENDMENT" ell to H. P. 1549, L. D. 1983, Bill, "AN ACT 

Relating to County Estimates." 

Amerid said Bill by striking out all of sections 3, 3-A and 

4 and inserting in place thereof the following: 

'Sec. 3. R. S., T. 30, §252, amended. The first and 2nd 

paragraphs, as repealed and replaced by section 1 of chapter 541 of 

the public laws of 1967 and as amended, and the 4th paragraph, as 

enacted by section 3 of chapter 380 of the public laws of 1971, 

tre repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

In order to assess a county tax, county commissioners, prior to November 20th, 
...§h.?-1;tJE9.r.8i.~~:~~e§~fii~ e_~.Ii.~~~~"§ o!" t..J::..~~s necessary t?_~~.~E~X. the expenses which may 
~~_~r_~ay ... pr.:9.l?~Pl::Y. accrue for !:.1.?-~ . ...<::.~~=i:..~(;L .. ¥.ear, including_R':..:::.~ona1 and contractual 
~c:;_~§ .. ,._.§.eht service, comm~.9-ities and c<3:!;?ital expendi-t;:ures. Such estimates shall be 
dravm EO as to authorize the appropriations to be made to each department or agency of 
Ihe "-coii~.~y'· .... ~~~~i.?~~ri£ ··f~r"'tbi·co:ming~~ye·ar···aDd--Shali-b·;--madeo-;-· such forms and' in such 
manner as shall be approved by the State De~rtment of Audi.t. A......£2..EY of such estimates 
T.rlarll:)e-t~n·smitted by registered .. <?!_<:ertiJie,:! mail with return recei]?t requested, 
,-t()the'munIcii;ai officers of each municipality in said county prior.~? __ ~_::.cember 1st. 

After advance nevlspaper notice of at least 7 days and prior to December 20th, 
-the Co'tlnty--ccmmissioners and the county finance committee shall hold a public hearing 
';;nsaid estim~tcs';' The county financ~i.ttee shall have the' authority to re~­
pr~posed-estImates and to make reco~mended chanaes, alterations and revisions to the -. .-..................... " .. ,. . ........ , ........... ,' . '" -... - ...... '., ... "._. . .... - ........•..... ,,_ .. ---_., .. ;/._-_._._-.. _-_ .. -_._ .•. _ ... _-_ ....... _ .. --._._--_ .. _ .. ,---:-
P.E.9P.'Os(;c1 .. ~?t}:rn..C1.t~§ ... ~l!~_!:o ___ ~?~~.~.~y. ... ~<J..g.r:t::_.:t:he estima.tes. The county finance committee 
_shC1.1! .... r::~~!:~_.r.5:_"ie\"1 the ~roposed estimat~s and to fully adopt them by resolution not 
lE'.ter them Dcccm.ber 31st of each year. 
~ .. ~. . . ... -- .. -.-.. -..... -.-'-....... -.-~.---

Jm.m~diately upon final adoption of the estimates, an appropriation resolution 
in the-iorm--'of"-the fIn~.l es't-imates- 'shaTf'be-'ilasse'<f'by'-the -county-'fTnance committee 
midfilcci ·~7i thO' thc'cie~;;:l~-or'the'-'cou~ty' commi"ssTone-rs-.---wne-i e'-t'he'--a ppropri"atIOn- .. --
resoh~.tj0n shc.1.1 have' been passed, -the county tax shall be determined to be set 
"E12..~ lE'~I.~~· and-i:h8 co~~~y'-commISsIoners-S-hafi proceed to assess the county tax. 

{~4u /$- 'F/~ 
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SENATE AMENDMENT to H. P. 1549; 'J... D. 19'53·· ~ - - ... - Page 2. 

Sec. 3-A •.. R. S., T. 30, §252, amended. Section 252 of 

Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, as repealed and replaced by 

section 1 of chapter 541 of the public laws of 1967 and as amended, 

is further amended by adding at the end 2 new subsections to read -- .. 
a.s follows: 

1. county finance committee. There is established in each county, a county 
fina~~?~I~f;e~·;~=-y'~¥:~~C,?~I~~,e.~~ __ ~~il:~ elect a chairman by majority vote who shall 
serve at the pleasure of the committee. A majority of the committee shall constitute 

··il:-quorum--'for--conduciIng--the business of the committee. Vacancies in the municipal 
'-mero.bershIp"on' the' commitiee 'shali 'be'''f'ii'ied-''b~i t'i-;emiJ'TiTcipaiity--represerlt-ea'-on-the 
rommIF-i:,ee by the vacant position. The person to fill the vacant position shall be 
s'eiec-t:~d-in"the'-same'manne'r-ast~origrnalrep:i:--esentatTv-eTromThe municipality, to 
serve the remainder of the term of the person whose vacancy exists. The members of 
thecornrriitteeshall receive their actual expenses incurred while in performance at 
their-off ic1.a:I duties. .----.-----
~l"-' --~---.,.--~ •. -----

2. Eembership. 

-.-.-~. !MuniciPal Membership. Each municipality within the county shall select one 

pers~?, tt:-~e..~~:'~~~ th~_~?unii.i.~~~.~:.orr,:nittee/- except that each municipality with 
~ . .I2?'p~~.ion of over 10, 000 shall select 011e person for each 10, 000 population or 
E.art...:=h~t~~~. The person or persons who are to se:.:-v--e" on the county financeCOmlnlttee 
shall belchosen by the municipal officers and shall be municipal officers of the 
municipality \<7hich t.hey are to represent. T'he term of each municipal representatlve 
';h.33~i-belfuronc year,~ commence on t1ay broi:' the--yearTn "lInch he lS selec-t.ed. 

-Ea"'c·i;~nmn~.cipal representative ont-he county finance'~collunittee--shall have one vote 

--pe;: .. (~~~nf,¥,. million do~}}.ri5_()·!~R~i~~:·f~~~~L~~_ .. I~~_p!~e·~~,,~I~~~~n of the municipality 
represcnt~.ed. -, 

--'--'B.--IL~2s1ative iele.9~J:.!oll2f'~e~,§E~J2~cryO ~?.!9:Q?rS __ 9f the committee shall be 
members ~f the county legislative delego_tion and shall be chosen at a caucus by the 
rnerrbers-~f-t.hc delegation. A member of the majority and minority party shall be 
E.h:?§c~ .. _!:I,_~~iVe-wh-e;;'-:both'-parti-es-'-ha~erepre's;;ntatives ,'lithin the county. The Senator 
or Scrcato:':'s residing within the county shall be recognized as the only members of the 

1i.~~.te'-e"!15Ti~le-'to'-serve--on-'the"cou-;'t~~ finance committee. 
C. ;A1.1thority·. In addition to the o·ther authority granted in this section, the 

countY· 'finance committee shall l~a.'ji,e" the'-~.1thority "-to"d~-t_e~mine- the salaries of the 
;espectiv~ coun~ommissi~~ers~---NO such salary shall beless-th,cln the 2l1l0unt specibed 
hy la,\;-pt-'C-viO'us to the'-effectTve--dateof--this Act .--.-'---.--------. " .. _-. 

" i -----,-,-------

{-f~ ~·~-~~v 
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SENATE AMENDMENT to H. P. 1549, L. D. 1983 
Page 3. 

Sc~c. 4. R. S., T. 30, §§252-A and 252-B, additional. Title 
30 of the· Revised Statutes is amended by adding 2 new sections to 

be numbered 252-A and 252-B to.read as follows: 

.ffi. 2S ?-A. Authorized expenditures 

~he c~un!~ .. c~~issioners may raise or appropriate money for the following purposes: 

1. op~rat~~~penses: 

1:,. Providing for the operation of county government; 
.. ---- _ .. ------.. _._-----------

n. Establishing a contributory pension system for its officials and employees, 

~i_:C_·_;~;::::i:: :::e:::::r::::~:~i:::::~ d::::::::5t
:
i::::: !::::ent, 

D. Insuring officials, employees and volunteer workers against public liability 
and pr~p.rt.¥._E~ma2e· .. r-esu~tin-g .. -from--theI~.~=~egl)geiji c;p~-iat~o_~_ of .anz_ v~icle owned or 
leased ~ the county or being used for county pl..lrpose~ __ .. orb~siness; ..,., : -.. -----_ .... -... __ ..... -. __ ._-_.--- .... -.-... 

f~ ._ .. Obt~ .. ~~ing the sel:',!~.c~s_.<?~ .... <;:?~E!Y_il:9::!:.~_§?_~Y_.~E9.9-E:~_~a tions_o_ 

,,,,-2 ° Pnhlic Work.s: 

A. Providing for buildings . 

3. Health and Welfare: 

lAo Providing for a food stamp or donated food program in conformity with 
regl1latitns promulgated by the United States Department of Agriculture and.the United 

Stn-:-:-Cs"r.i6Pc-:l.1:t;ter.;·t- ofH~aTth-;--EducatioiJ. and~'lelfare-:-'----' -_·--·--1::....· ---------...:-----------
1. Dev-elopment: 

.,..r',. 

jA.. Support.ing a chamber of commerce or board of trade; 

ko Advertising resources and attrac~ionsj 
l~.. Purchasing real estate and property for county purposes, including 

pnrchase~ from the federal )rovernm~t. 

5. 'General duties and operati<:m: 

~. Performing any of the duties required of it by law. 

j
!!:. __ .. !:::r~:.?9j:~~..!:?~_ ~?-y __ ~!:~.~~~_~.?ns auth,?::..ized by_~~_ whlch by their nature 

rt"T.1ire 1;c~ cxpeI1c1i.tur e of money. ---_ ..... -._--_ .. ---~~ ---. . 

The pO"lcrs and authority provided in this section are additional and supplemental 
tn an:y- o-Chcr·-2:Utl;orit~7·-or'powerc.;y-the~ counties, whether that authority or powei~-"­

~;::c~;sc~~:c:-?- imnlicd-Tnexisting statuteS or other enabl.l"ng provi~ions and shall' not 
b0."-r:~i2'Y(fc~-";s'TI1-2rey,;-qatlonoT"or as-r-~pealInianyauthorlf}' or power now existing 
... ;~~---;:;--::-;-- .. :L.--;~-;--;-:-'--- --'-r'-'-~-... --.' ; .. ------.-~ --------------.. --- "---'" 

elll,,"_,"_ (.Py o .. h._1. ]d'. ~~/-'_~ . _ ~ .0< 'Y \ 
w------.----- . ------.. ~-~ .r /?e' ~ ~ - c:? ..y ~ 

. . 
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SENATE AMENDMENT to H. P. 1549; L. D. 1983 Page i. 

6. --Contracted services for municipalities. The county 

commissioners may contract with municipalities within a county 

to perform, for a municipality or a combination of municipalities, 

any of the functions and duties authorized or required by law to be 

Eerformed by municipalities. Contracts for such services shall be 

prepared, approved and executed in the same form and by the same 

method as required of interlocal agreements between municipalities 

under this Title. 

§252-B. Federal and state grants 
A county may accept grants. 
1. Federal. Counties maf apply for and accept federal grants 

for any purpose for which federal grants are made available to counties, 

either directly or through the S~ate. 

2. State. Counties may apply for and accept state grants 

for anx purpose for w0ich state grants are m~de available to counties, 

eithe; directly or through a state age 0c y. I 

Further amend said Bill i.n section 5 by inserting after 

the underlined word "county" in the 12th line (11th line in L. D.) 

the following 'or any municipality or combination of municipalities 
"'\.j,; 

which ~ at least 50% of the county tax'; and by striking out 

in the last line (next to the last 1 . . ~ J-lne In .L,. D. ) the underlined 

figure "30" and inserting in place thereof the underlined figure '45' 

Further amend said Bill by striking out all of section 6 and 

inserting in place thereof the following: 

'8e~. 6. R. S., T. 30, §254, amended. Section 254 of Title 30 

of U~e Revised Statutes is amencied by adding after the first sentence 

the following new sentenc~~ 

(~~ ~ '~-0l7"7) 
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SENATE AMENDMENT to H. P. 1549, L. D. 1983 Page 5. 

If any such tax is not paid before October 1st, the county commissioners 

may charge interest thereon after October 1st. The rate of said 

interest shall be specified by the COUGty commissioners on or before 

Ja~uary 31st of the taxable year. Said rate of interest shall not 

exceed the highest conventional rate of interest charged for commercial 

unsecured loans by Maine banking institutions on the first business 

day of the calendar year. The highest conventional rate of interest 

charged for commercial unsecured loans by Maine banking institutions 

on the first business day of each calendar year shall be determined 

in his best judgment by the Treasurer of State, who shall send 

a written notice of such rate to the county commissioners. Such 

interest shall be added to and shall become part of the taxes.' 

Further amend said Bill in section 7 by inserting after the 

underlined word "county" in the next to the last line (last line in 

L.D.) of the first paragraph of that part designated 1I§409." the - ----
underlined words 'by vote of the people' 

Further amend said Bill in Bection 7 by inserting after the 

underlined word "provisions" in the 4th line of the 2nd paragraph 

(3rd line in L. D.) of that part desi(jnated "§409." the underlined 

words 'only after issuance of such bonds has been approved by the 

voters' 

Further amend said Bill by inserting at the end the following 

section: --
'Sec. 10. Effective date. This Act shall become effective 

on January 1, 1974 and the budgetary process specified under this 

Act shall be commenced for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 1975. I 

(-cf~ //h ' g- o<-'/V 



SENATE AMENDMENT to H. P. 1549, L. D. 1983 Page 6. 

Statement of Fact 

The purpose of this amendment is to provide for equity between representation 
on county finance committees and amount of county taxes paid; clarify authority of 
county finance committees regarding county budgets; delineate county functions 
vis-a-vis municipal fUnctions; enable municipalities to appeal the county budget to 
Lhe legislature; more clearly specify the interest rate on county taxes; and, insure 
that bonds could only be issued after a referendum vote. This amendment has been 
agreed to by the sponsor of L.D. 1983, the county commissioners and the Maine Municipal 
Association. 

(Cliffo' 
NN-1E : 

... / 

-

COUNTY: Androscoggin 

Reproduced and dlstrlbuted purs'uant to Senate Rule No. 11 A. 

June 19, ]973 (Fllin~ No. 8-247). 




